
MIDWEST AUTO
RACING ASSOCIATION



The Midwest Auto Racing Association
hopes you enjoy this, the 1990 Midwest Auto
Racing Association/National Hallbrand
Yearbook.

1990 marks the 14th year of midget racing
by the Midwest Auto Racing Association, who
appeared at 7 different race tracks in the states
of Texas, Illinois, Missouri, Wisconsin and Iowa.
In all, 15 race events were held.

The M.A.R.A. series was sponsored by the
National Manufacturing Company, Inc. for
the second consecutive year. Based in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, National Manufacturing
Company, Inc., produces National Halibrand
Racing Gear products, consisting of quick
change rear ends, torsion bars, hubs, gear oil,
and driveline components used in most midget
cars competing today.

National Halibrand is just one of 757
product lines manufactured or distributed by
National s staff of 95 employees.

 

This Yearbook Produced
and Designed by

CHARLENE MEENTS

For Advertising
Information Call:

(217)496-2487

We of the Midwest
Auto Racing Association
would like to thank the

sponsors who have
purchased ads in our
yearbook. Since our

SPONSORS’ continued
success helps to insure OUR

continued success, and
allows us to present the

program to you,
we encourage all who

purchase this book to thank
and to support
our sponsors!

Congratulations on 14 Years of
Successful Midget Auto Racing

1990 M.A.R.A. OFFICERS
President  Larry DeLeeuw
Vice President Walter E. Knepper
Secretary  Charlene Meents
Treasurer  B. L. Frew
Board of Directors  Je|Ty Meents

 Wayne Darnell
 Howard Lehmann
 Pat Lysell, Sr.
 Larry DeLeeuw

 Walter E. Knepper
Owner Representatives  Jim Siner

 Phil Ford
 Terry Lysell

.............. B. L. Frew
Driver Representatives Steve Enlow

 Don Lehmann
 Tim Siner

Director of Competition Herman Galli



1990 RACE SCHEDULE
March 9 Devil's Bowl Speedway, Mesquite, Texas*
March 10 Devil's Bowl Speedway, Mesquite, Texas*
April 28 .Tri-City Speedway, Granite City, Illinois
May 5 .Tri-City Speedway, Granite City, Illinois*
May 26 Moberly Motorsports Complex, Moberly, Missouri*
May 27 Angell Park Speedway, Sun Prairie, Wisconsin**
June 13 .Tri-City Speedway, Granite City, Illinois*
June 29 Moberly Motorsports Complex, Moberly, Missouri*
July 3 .Tri-City Speedway, Granite City, Illinois*
July 14 .Tri-City Speedway, Granite City, Illinois*
July 29 Belle-Claire Fairgrounds, Belleville, Illinois
August 13 .Tri-City Speedway, Granite City, Illinois*
September 1 Santa Fe Speedway, Hinsdale, Illinois***
September 7 Mississippi Valley Fairgrounds, Davenport, Iowa
September 30 Spoon River Speedway, Canton, Illinois*

* split show/sprint cars ** Co-sanction BADGER
*** Co-sanction BADGER, L1MARA, A AMS

CONGRATULATIONS
Walter & Steve Knepper

on your Fourth Championship
MIDWEST AUTO RACING ASSOCIATION

Owner and Driver

Steve Knepper (55)
Photo: Chad Branson 

BOB JOHNSTON PROFESSION AL
TOWING A HAULING

R.R. #4, Box 188-Hwy. 161
(1/4 mile East of Royal Heights Road)

Belleville, Illinois 62223
(618) 233'6806



RICH VOGLER - Photo by Greg Easley

Thanks to the following photographers for their
contributions to this yearbook:

CHAD BRANSON JIM VTVIANO
DARLENE DOOLING TURN 4 PHOTO
GREG EASLEY

Blandco
• Autos - Trucks - Trailers 3050 Mayden
. Bndv A Fender Renair Springfield, IL 6702Body & Fender Repair TOM BLAND - (217) 528-9560
• Refinishing FAX: (217) 528-9572

2



/990 Season Overview
The 14th season of the Midwest Auto Racing

Association (M.A.R.A.) began with a dark cloud hovering
over as the first fatality in MARA history occurred during
the “Spring Fling" at the Devil’s Bowl Speedway In
Mesquite, Texas, on opening day, Friday, March 9th. A
tragic accident on the third lap of the first heat event took
the life of Ron Hughes, Jr., of Conroe, Texas. This two-day
event for the midgets on the same card with the AllStars
Circuit of Champions, the National Car Racing Association
(NCRA) sprint cars and late models marked the first
appearance for MARA on this facility. The midget portion
was won on both days by Rich Vogler, who would, this
same year, die as a result of another racing accident.

Rain played a large part of the 1990 season as many
events, especially in early spring and summer, were
cancelled as a result of wet facilities. In April, rains
cancelled a two-day weekend at the Tri-City Speedway in
Granite City, Illinois, forcing new track promoter, Bob
Wente, Jr., to reschedule the event for the following
weekend. Again, rains forced the cancellation of the first
night of racing action, but with excellent support of the
promoter and crew, the track was made ready for racing
the second night despite a very wet pit area. Rains also
played a part in the first USAC/MARA co-sanctioned event
at the Granite City facility on May 4-5 when the first night
of that two-day event had to be cancelled due to rain. The
Saturday night show opened to a fine field of cars and fans
as the USAC midgets and sprint cars along with the MARA
midgets brought open- wheel action to both the 1/4 mile
and the 1 /2 mile tracks.

Problems at two of the Missouri facilities forced
cancellations of several events scheduled at the Moberly
Motorsports Complex in Moberly and the new Southern
Missouri Raceway in West Plains, Missouri. After hosting
the MARA midgets on two occasions, May 26th and June
29th, the officials at the MMC facility cancelled the
remainder of the MARA events due to poor crowds at the
facility and numerous rainouts during the early part of the 

season. Rains played a large part in the cancellation of
events at Southern Missouri Raceway when the facility was
beset by delays in constructions.

Despite the various scheduling problems, the MARA
midgets appeared in front of record-breaking crowds at
tracks in Wisconsin and Illinois. On May 27th, MARA
joined with the BADGER Midget Auto Racing Association
to bring a large field of cars to the Angell Park Speedway
for the 50-lap Memorial Day race. In front of a tremendous
crowd, Rich Vogler captured his third MARA feature event
in the Keith Kunz # 1K. Two split shows with the World of
Outlaws sprint cars were played to standing room only
crowds at the Tri-City Speedway. Attendance records were
shattered during this event; other shows at the facility
drew outstanding crowds as well.

The Annual Belle-Clair County Fair race saw hometown
driver, Steve Knepper, take his share of the honors by
winning the 40-lap feature event, as the MARA and
Belleville community took the time to salute “Arnold
Knepper" for his sixty plus years of active involvement in
auto racing.

The 1990 season saw the debut of notable drivers from
across the country to competing in MARA-sanctioned
events. With the USAC co-sanctioned events, drivers such
as Jeff Gordon, Russ Gamester, Rich Vogler, Stan Fox, Mike
Streicher, and Kevin Olson competed along with California
drivers P.J. Jones, Greg Vernetti, and Johnny Cofer. In
addition, New Zealand driver, Graham Standring, stayed in
the states long enough to take in one of the MARA Granite
City events following his appearance at the Belleville
Nationals. Sprint car drivers, Doug Wolfgang, Sammy
Swinddell, and Don Beechler were also seen in midget
competition.

A record number of 57 cars appeared at the co­
sanctioned race at Santa Fe Speedway in Hinsdale, Illinois
on September 1st, when the MARA joined with other
Midwest midget clubs including UMARA, BADGER, and
AAMS. MARA member, Steve Knepper, was victorious in
that event. On Saturday night, September 29th, 58
midgets along with approximately 40 sprint cars appeared
at the Spoon River Speedway in Canton, Illinois for the
running of the 6th Annual Tom Knowles Memorial Event,
which had to be rescheduled for the following afternoon
due to rain. Kevin Doty won the midget 25-lap feature
event with Dave Feese picking up the sprint car portion.

For the fourth time, Steve and Walter Knepper won the
MARA driver and owner championships, making them the
first four-time champions in MARA history. National
Halibrand of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for the second
consecutive year, was a sponsor of the 1990 midget series.
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Rusty Kunz, “Rich”, Keith Kunz and trophy girl at Devil’s Bowl Speedway, March 10,1990.

Ron Hughes (45)
Photo by Viviano

Rich Vogler (1)
Photo by Viviano
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The passing of two participants of the Midwest
Auto Racing Association during the 1990 season
brought shock and grief to our organization as
well as to racers across the country. With the
death of RON HUGHES, JR on March 9th, and
RICHARD F. VOGLER on July 21st, we were faced
with the grim knowledge that no one is invincible.

Ron and Rich made an impact on all of those
who knew them. Both were CHAMPIONS —
champions in racing — champions in life. AU of us
in the sport of auto racing will long remember
the contributions these two individuals made to
our lives and to the sport that we love so much.

-RESTIN PEACE -

Ron Hughes, Jr. Richard F. Vogler
1962 - 1990 1950 -1990
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Midwest Auto Racing Association National Hallbrand Midget Series
ON AL POINT STANDINGS ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DRIVERS OWNERS

1. Steve Knepper (55) 2630 1. Walter Knepper (55)
2. Dan Ford (10x) 2090 2 Phil Ford (lOx)
3. Teny Wente (33) 1975 3. Teny Wente (33)
4. Scott Frew (62F) 1520 4. Larry DeLeeuw (3d)
5. Curtis Evans,Jr. (3d) 1310 5. Keith Kunz (1K)
6. Don Lehman (31) 1135 6. B. L. Frew (62F)
7. Wes Hardin (4H) 1135 7. Wayne Hardin (4H)
8. Steve Gennetten (57) 1130 8. Dooling Machine Products, Inc. (63)
9. Bobby Schneider (63) 860 9. Howard Lehmann (31)

10. Scott Weyant (70,31) 800 10. Wayne & Bill Darnell (14)
11. Gene Beach (56) 795 11. Gene Beach (56)
12. Kevin Doty (50) 750 12. Gene Beach (57)
13. Dean Franklin (14, 72, 99) 740 13. Mike Wente (5W)
14. Mike Wente (5, 1 Ox) 730 14. Steve Enlow (3X)
15. Steve Enlow (3x) 640 15. Jeff Lee (01)
16. Tim Siner (15,14) 605 16. Aaron Berryhill (97)
17. Aaron Berryhill (97) 580 17. Terry Klatt (62)
18. Dan Frye, Jr. (55) 540 18. Dan Frye, Jr. (55)
19. Roger Branson (5jr) 490 19. Les Harshbarger (5jr)
20. Johnny Crawford (21) 390 20. Jim Siner (15)
21. Dawn Stowers (14d) 380 21. Jeff Palazzola (70)
22. Phil Heavelow (44) 370 22. Johnny Crawford (21)
23. Jeff Lee (01) 330 23. Donald Stowers (14d)
24. Dick Pole (25) 300 24. Phil Heavelow (44)
25. Shannon Finley (23) 300 25. Ned Kirkpatrick (4A)
26. Larry Dudley (32) 300 26. Kevin Doty (50)
27. Todd Holderfield (74) 300 27. Dick Pole (25)
28. Rex Combs (4c) 260 28. Joe Finley (23)
29. Mark Stasa (4s) 260 29. Larry Dudley (32)
30. Mike Brooks (11) 250 30. Todd Holderfield (74)
31. Tim McVay (7) 230 31. Charles Burlingame (4)
32. Bernie Ford (16) 160 32. Mark Stasa (2s)
33. Jay McKinnie (69) 150 33. Mike Brooks (11)
34. Pat Lysell, Jr. (0) 100 34. Tim McVay (7)
35. Troy Cooper (66) 100 35. Bernie Ford (16)
36. Jeff Palazzola (70) 90 36. Matt Schneider (67)
37. Bill Jorgensen (2) 60 37. Jay McKinnie (69)
38. Wayne Stuemberg (60, 14) 60 38. Sohm Racing Team (83)
39. John Lysell (9) 55 39. Pat Lysell, Sr. (0)
40. Bill Molkenbur (04) 50 40. Troy Cooper (66)
41. Bruce Donaldson, Jr. (5d) 40 41 Jim McVay (6)
42. Duke DeRosa (34) 30 42. Bill Jorgensen (2)
43. John Godfrey (01) 20 43. Terry Lysell (9)
44. Jim Famey (77) 20 44. Bill Molkenbur (84)
45. Steve Arnold (31) 10 45. Bruce Donaldson (4d)

46. Wayne Stuernberg (60)
47. Mike Motz (34)
48. Arnold Knepper (35)
49. Jim Famey (77)
50. Bryan Holderfield (73)
51. Steve Arnold (31)
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#1 STEVE KNEPPER
Steve Knepper became the only driver in MARA

history to win the MARA driving championship title four
times. After winning back-to-back titles in ‘86 and ‘87,
finishing third in ‘88, Steve came back to actively
campaign for the title clinching it again in ‘89 and ‘90.
Driving the KlkK/Bob Johnston Towing/Canaday Sesco,
Steve recorded six heat wins, one fast time, and three
feature wins at tracks in Moberly, MO; Belleville, IL; and
Hinsdale, IL. Out of 15 scheduled MARA-sanctioned
events, Steve participated in 14 of the events, finishing in
the ‘Top 5’ on 11 different occasions. Outside of the
MARA, he competed with US AC, BADGER, AAMS, and
AIMS. For the second straight year, he finished second at
the prestigious Midget Nationals held in Belleville,
Kansas. Steve works alongside his father, Walter, at the
family-owned K&K Garage In Belleville, Illinois. His race
car is owned and maintained by his dad and him,
whereas his racing endeavors are folly supported by his
mother, Mary, and his wife, Bonnie, as well as his son
Nick. Also offering support and encouragement to the
Knepper Racing Team are the pit crew members Gary
Theobald and Selby “Scrapper” Funsch as well as his
sponsors Bob and Buz Johnston, Rich and Jack Canaday,
the Friederich Radiator Shop of Belleville and Den’s Auto
Parts also of Belleville.

A happy Steve Knepper waves to his hometown crowd
at “Lil' Belleville” while pit crew man “Scrapper”
Funsch looks on. Photo by Vlviano.

Dan Ford at Tii-CIty Speedway In Granite City, Illinois.
Photo by Vlviano.

#2 DAN FORD

After a sensational rookie season in 1988 and being
named MARA Rookie of the Year, St. Peters, Missouri,
driver Dan Ford experienced difficulty with his VW
machine in ‘89. But with the beginning of the 1990
season, Dan came on as a strong competitor as he
captured two MARA feature events and finished second
in the overall MARA point standings. Driving a new
BEAST machine with a GAERTE engine, Dan recorded in
addition to his two feature wins, four heat wins, a fast
time, and on six occasions finished in the ‘Top 5*. His
feature wins came at the Tri-City Speedway on both the
quarter mile and half mile facilities. He placed second on
four occasions at tracks in Mesquite, TX (2), Moberly, MO
(1), and Davenport, IA (1). He participated in 13 of the
15 sanctioned events. In addition to MARA participation,
Dan competed for the first time in Belleville, Kansas in the
prestigious Belleville Nationals. He also won his first
USAC event at the Lawrenceburg, Indiana facility. Dan is
in his third year of racing. His father, Phil, is his car owner
and both Dan and Phil can be seen working together on
their beautiful white #10x. Dan is married and is the
father of two.
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#3 TERRY WENTE
St. Peters, Missouri, is also the home of the MARA

third place driver, Terry Wente. Terry, the middle son of
Pat and Bob Wente, grew up in a racing family. His
father, Bob, won the USAC National Midget Driving
Championship and participated in several Indianapolis
500 events. His older brother, Bob (J.R.), is the
promoter at the Tri-City Speedway in Granite City,
Illinois. His younger brother, Mike, is a leading
contender in MARA racing. Driving the Skoal Bandit
Racing #33, Terry competed in 13 of the 15 events
where he recorded 2 heat wins, one semi-feature win,
and finished in the ‘Top 5’ on three occasions.
Although he failed to record any MARA feature wins,
he did finished second on two occasions, the July 14th
show at Granite City, and the September 30th show at
Spoon River Speedway in Canton, IL.

Terry is married to his #1 fan, Carol, and is the father
of two children.

Terry Wente (33) - Belleville, Illinois, July 29, 1990.
Photo by Chad Branson.

Twenty-four year old Scott Frew of Columbia,
Missouri, changed machines for the 1990 season as well
as powerplant. Driving a new Canaday car powered by
a Sesco, Scott had his best finish of his five-year driving
career, finishing fourth in overall points. His car is
owned and maintained by his father, Bud and himself.
He competed in 10 of the 15 MARA-sanctioned events
recording 2 heat wins and 2 ‘Top 5’ finishes, his best
coming at the Moberly Motorsports Complex in
Moberly, Missouri. Scott is a graduate of the University
of Missouri at Columbia.

#4 SCOTT FREW

#5 CURTIS EVANS
Filling the shoes left vacant by Steve Gennetten in

the Larry DeLeeuw machine, Carrollton, Missouri driver,
Curtis Evans became a force to reckon with in his rookie
season with the MARA midgets. Getting a somewhat
late start in the season, Curtis made his midget debut in
the 3D machine at the Moberly, Missouri facility in May.
Since that time, he participated in 10 of the 15
scheduled events, recording two heat wins and three
‘Top 5’ feature positions. His best finish in MARA
competition was a third place position at the Mississippi
Valley Fairgrounds in Davenport, Iowa. Curtis also made
his debut at the Belleville Nationals in Belleville, Kansas,
the Terre Haute Hut 100 (where he finished sixth), and
qualified for Earl Baltes Midget Extravaganza. Curtis
seems to be quite at home behind the wheel of the 3D
machine and we look for bigger and better things from
this young man in midget racing.

Curtis Evans with crew, Kadi Easley - Davenport, Iowa,
September 7, 1990. Photo by Darlene Dooling.

Scott Frew — Photo by Vlvlano.
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#6 - TIE DON LEHMANN
Mechanical problems plagued our #6 driver,

Springfield, Illinois driver, Don Lehmann, throughout the
1990 season. Driving the Bob East (BEAST) creation
powered by a Chevy II owned and maintained by Don
and father, Howard, Don competed in 13 of the 15
events recording one heat win and one ‘Top 5’ finish.
His best accomplishment was at Belleville, Illinois,
where he raced third from his 19th starting position.
Don’s ambititions as a race driver are seen as he is also
contemplating a move to the sprint cars as well as the
smaller, midget machines. Don is employed by Glass
Specialty Systems of Springfield.

Don Lehmann (31) - Photo by Viviano.

#6 - TIE WESLEY HARDIN
Riverton, Illinois, driver, Wesley (Wes) Hardin started

the 1990 season behind the wheel of a newly acquired
machine, changing from the Chevy II powerplant to that of
a more powerful Volkswagen. Competing in 10 of the
15-sanctioned events, Hardin captured no heat wins or
‘Top 5’ positions, yet the 4H machine was often found in
the running at race end. His best run was at the Spoon
River Speedway on Sunday, September 30th, when he
finished second in a 22-car semi-event to transfer to the
feature event, then finished fourth in that 25-lap main
event. His car is owned by his father Wayne, and is
maintained by Wes and his younger brother, Jay, who is
often seen in the pit area with the #4H machine.
Wes Hardin (4) — Photo by Darlene Dooling.

#8 STEVE GENNETTEN
Second generation driver, Steve Gennetten made a

driving change during the 1990 season from the 3D car
of Larry DeLeeuw to the #57 car of Gene Beach.
Competing in 11 of the 15 MARA-sanctioned events,
Steve recorded one heat win, one trophy dash win, and
finished in the ‘Top 5’ on three different occasions. His
best finish was on June 29th at Moberly, Missouri,
where he recorded a second place finish for the Gene
Beach Racing Team. The 1990 season also saw Steve
campaign a sprint car owned by his brother, Mike.
Steve presently resides in Gravois Mills, Missouri, where
he is employed by his father, Gene, a former three-time
MARA midget driving champion. Steve is a fun loving,
single young man who steps on the gas. Steve Gennetten (57) — Photo by Viviano.
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#9 BOBBY SCHNEIDER
The 9th place MARA driver is Bobby Schneider of

Collinsville, Illinois. Bobby returned to active MARA
competition after a lapse of several years. Semi-retired
from midget racing after getting married in 1989, Bobby
found midget racing once again to his liking as he
piloted the Dooling Machine Products, Inc., Sesco to a
ninth place finish in the final point standings. Although
Bobby did not record a feature win in ‘90, look out for
him as he sets his course back on track during the ‘91
season.

Bobby Schneider (63) - Photo by Darlene Dooling.

#10 SCOTT WEYANT
Springfield, Illinois, driver, Scott Weyant, finished

10th in the fined point standings. Although Scott failed
to record a win during the ‘90 season, he finished in the
‘Top 5’ twice. His best finish came at Belleville, Illinois,
where he recorded a fourth place finish. Scott comes
from a racing family. His father, Gene, campaigned the
midget circuit for a number of years. He also has
numerous uncles and cousins still very much a part of
open wheel racing. Scott is married and has two
children.

Scott Weyant (31) - Photo by Darlene Dooling.

M.A.R.A. TOP 5 FEATURE FINISHERS
Date Track First Second Third Fourth Fifth

3/9 Mesquite, TX
3/10 Mesquite, TX
4/28 Granite City, IL
5/5 Granite City, II
5/26 Moberly, MO
5/27 Sun Prairie, Wl
6/13 Granite City, IL
6/29 Moberly, MO
7/3 Granite City, IL
7/14 Granite City, IL
7/29 Belleville, IL
8/13 Granite City, IL
8/31 Hinsdale, IL
9/7 Davenport, IA
9/30 Canton, IL

R. Vogler
R. Vogler
D. Ford
R. Gamester
S. Knepper
R. Vogler
D. Beechler
D. Beechler
J. Gordon
D. Ford
S. Knepper
J. Cofer
S. Knepper
K. Olson
K. Doty

D. Ford
D. Ford
R. Caruthers
M. Streicher
D. Ford
D. Boorse
J. Lee
S. Gennetten
R. Gamester
T. Wente
D. Beechler
S. Enlow
H. Lein
D. Ford
T. Wente

D. Ward
S. Knepper
S. Knepper
S. Knepper
S. Frew
S. Knepper
K. Doty
T. Wente
M. Streicher
S. Knepper
D. Lehmann
S. Knepper
K. Doty
D. Erfurth
P. Heaveiow

S. Gennetten
J- Suggs
T. Wente
K. Olson
D. Ward
H. Lein
S. Knepper
A. Berryhill
D. Frye
M. Wente
S. Weyant
G. Standring
S. Reeves
C. Evans
C. Evans

J. Suggs
S. Gennetten
S. Weyant
D. Beechler
B. Schneider
D. Erfurth
S. Frew
G. Gennetten
C. Evans
S. Enlow
C. Evans
C. Evans
R. Koch
S. Knepper
T. Bigelow
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1990 Season In Review
HEAT WINS

Steve Knepper.................................................. 6
Dan Ford............................................................ 4
Terry Wente.......................................................3
Dan Boorse........................................................2
Kevin Doty........................................................2
Curtis Evans, Jr...................................................2
Dean Franklin.....................................................2
Scott Frew.........................................................2
Dan Frye, Jr........................................................ 2
Greg Lueckert................................................... 2
Dean Ward........................................................2
Gene Beach.......................................................1
Aaron Berryhill.................................................. 1
Mike Brooks......................................................1
Dean Erfurth......................................................1
Russ Gamester.................................................. 1
Steve Gennetten............................................... 1
Todd Holderfield............................................... 1
Dale Hurd, Jr...................................................... 1
P. J. Jones.......................................................... 1
Randy Koch....................................................... 1
Jeff Lee...............................................................1
Don Lehmann....................................................1
John Meyers...................................................... 1
Richard Pole....................................................... 1
Jerry Russell....................................................... 1
Don Tyler........................................................... 1
Doug Wolfgang................................................ 1

FAST TIME
Dean Billings..................................................... 1
Dan Boorse........................................................ 1
Dan Ford.............................................................1
Jeff Gordon........................................................ 1
Steve Knepper................................................... 1

TROPHY DASH
Dan Boorse........................................................ 1
Dean Franklin..................................................... 1
Steve Gennetten................................................1

SEMI-FEATURE
Marty Davis....................................................... 1
Roger Miller........................................................1
Jerry Russell............................................. 1
Jim Siner............................................................. 1
Terry Wente........................................................1

TOP ‘5’ FEATURE FINISHES
Steve Knepper.................................................11
Dan Ford............................................................ 6
Don Beechler.....................................................4
Curtis Evans, Jr...................................................4
Terry Wente.......................................................4
Kevin Doty........................................................ 3
Steve Gennetten............................................... 3
Rich Vogler........................................................ 3
Steve Enlow...................................................... 2
Dean Erfurth...................................................... 2
Scott Frew......................................................... 2
Russ Gamester...................................................2
Hans Lein.......................................................... 2
Mike Streicher...................................................2
Johnny Suggs....................................................2
Dean Ward........................................................ 2
Scott Weyant.....................................................2
Aaron Berryhill................................................... 1
Tom Bigelow..................................................... 1
Dan Boorse........................................................ 1
Roy Caruthers.................................................... 1
Johnny Cofer...................................................... 1
Dan Frye, Jr......................................................... 1
Gene Gennetten................................................1
Jeff Gordon........................................................ 1
Phil Heavelow................................................... 1
Phil Henington................................................... 1
Randy Koch...................................... ................. 1
Jeff Lee.................................... ...........................1
Don Lehmann.................................................... 1
Steve Reeves..................................................... 1
Bobby Schneider................................................ 1
Graham Standring.............................................. 1
Mike Wente........................................................1

FEATURE WINS
Steve Knepper
Rich Vogler.....
Don Beechler..
Dan Ford.........
Johnny Cofer.......................................................1
Kevin Doty............... .........................................1
Russ Gamester....................................................1
Jeff Gordon........................... ............................. 1
Kevin Olson........................................................ 1

1990 M.A.R.A. Point Fund Sponsor—National Halibrand
404 South 116th Street • Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53214
--------------------------- (414) 476-3285---------------------------
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Top five Car Owners

#1 - WALTER E. KNEPPER
Sponsors: Bob Johnston Towing, Canady Bros.,

Friederich Radiator Shop A. Den's Auto Parts

#2 - PHIL FORD
Sponsors: BEAST-GAERTE FORD

Auto Racing Enterprises

#3 - TERRY WENTE
Sponsors:
SKOAL BANDIT RACING,
Clark Oil Co.,
Carrera-Vaivollne,
Ellis Race Cars

#4 - LARRY DeLEEUW
Sponsors: Mini Performance Autocraft, Ozark Dock

A. Barge, Canady Bros., Wonderful Muffler Man

#5 - KEITH KUNZ
Sponsors: National Hallbrand, Blandco Automotive, Inc.,

Gaplnski Racing Ent. Challenger Race Cars, Arias, Fontana
Automotive, Kwlk-Way, Hoosier Tires
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Top Six-Ten Car Owners

#6 - B. L. FREW
Sponsors: Machine Works, Wulff Bros. Construction

#7 - WAYNE HARDIN
Sponsors: Blandco, National Hallbrand

#8 - DOOLING
MACHINE
PRODUCTS, INC.

Sponsors:
Lantz-Homes, Inc.,
Mlller-Maack Construction,
China Palace Restaurant,
State Construction

#9 - HOWARD LEHMANN
Sponsors: National Manufacturing/National Hallbrand,

TracMaster, Gapinskl Racing Ent., Modem Brake A.
Alignment, Glass Specialty Systems, BLANDCO, APS Auto

Paints, Hoosier Tlres-MIdwest

#10 - WAYNE A. BILL DARNELL
Sponsors: Tri-Sun Tool Co., Danco Auto Supply,

Button Machine Co., All-American Distributing Co.
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1990Major Events LRaceResufe
March 9-10 Devil's Bowl Speedway

Mesquite, Texas
Indianapolis driver, Rich Vogler, dominated the

midget portion of the two-day Spring Nationals
held at the Devil’s Bowl Speedway in Mesquite,
Texas. Driving the Keith and Rusty Kunz National
Halibrand Mfg. / Gapinski Racing Enterprises /
Biandco / Challenger I Arias Machine, Vogler
captured back-to-back feature wins. St. Peters,
Missouri, driver, Dan Ford, held tight to “Rapid
Richie” in both main events but had to settle for the
runner-up position both evenings.

David (6) and Gary (24) Baugh
Photo by Vivlano

The Friday night show was marred by the tragic
death of Ron Hughes, Jr., 27, five-time Texas
Outlaw Midget Auto Racing Association (TOMARA)
champion. The accident occurred during the first
heat when his car came into contact with another
car catapulting the Hughes’s machine into the
frontstretch wail. Hughes was pronounced dead at
Charter Hospital later that evening.
Results: Friday, March 9, 1990
1st Heat: D.Pole, T.Wente, M.Wente, M. Brooks
D. Calhoun
2nd Heat: D.Ward, A.Berryhill, D.Ford,
P.Lysell, Jr., D.Franklin
3rd Heat: S.Gennetten, R.Vogler, S.Bettes, S.Enlow,
J-Suggs
Feature (20 laps): R. Vogler, D.Ford, D.Ward,
S.Gennetten, J.Suggs, S.Enlow, D.Pole,
S.Knepper, D.Lehmann, D.Calhoun, D.Franklin,
M.Passarrelli, S.Betes, M.Pina, T.Wente,
M.Wente, M.Brooks, P.Lysell, Jr.,
A. Berryhill, T.Siner

Saturday, March 10, 1990
1st Heat: S.Knepper, D.Calhoun, S.Bettes,
M.Passarrelli, P.Lysell, Jr.
2nd Heat: M.Brooks, D.Pole, J.Suggs,
D.Lehmann, S.Enlow
Feature (25 laps): R.Vogler, D.Ford, S.Knepper,
J.Suggs, S.Gennetten, M.Wente, M.Brooks,
D.Calhoun, D.Lehmann, S.Bettes, T.Siner, M.Pina,
A.Berryhill, D.Ward, T.Wente, T.McVay,
M.Passarrelli, S.Enlow, P.Lysell, Jr., D.Franklin

April 28 Tri-City Speedway
Granite City, IL

St. Peters, Missouri, driver, Dan Ford, piloted
the Ford Racing Enterprises Gaerte/Beast/Hoosier
machine to a first place finish in the 20-lap feature
event on the 1/2 mile track of the Tri-City
Speedway. Indianapolis driver, Roy Caruthers,
jumped to an early lead and led the first 18 laps
before Bill Molkenbur, of St. Louis, Missouri, came
into contact with a dirt mound in the #3 turn and
flipped high into the air. When the race resumed,
Ford swept by the yellow #5 machine of Caruthers,
to post his first victory of the ‘90 season. Following
at the finish were Caruthers, Steve Knepper, Terry
Wente and Scott Weyant. Knepper made a
spectacular drive in the K&K/Bob Johnston/Canaday
Sesco from the last starting position after
experiencing difficulties with his machine in the
preliminaries.

Roy Caruthers — Photo by Vivlano

In qualifying events, Jerry Russell raced past
Caruthers to capture the first heat event. Dan Ford,
Don Beechler, and Roger Branson rounded out the 
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top five in that event. The second heat was won by
Terry Wente in the Skoal Bandit Racing machine.
Trailing Wente at the line were Scott Weyant, Rex
Combs, and Tim Siner. Gene Beach piloted his
yellow #56 to victory in the third heat with Scott
Hatton, Bobby Schneider, Bernie Ford and Don
Lehmann following him across the checkered.

A total of 33 cars were on hand for this, the first
MARA sanctioned event at the Tri-City Speedway
for new promoter, Bob Wente, Jr.
Results:
1st Heat: J.Russell, RCaruthers, D.Ford,
D.Beechler, R Branson
2nd Heat: T.Wente, S.Weyant, RCombs,
T.Siner, P.Marchese
3rd Heat: G.Beach, S.Hatton, B.Schneider,
B.Ford,  D.Lehmann
Feature (20 laps): D.Ford, RCaruthers, S.Knepper,
T.Wente, S.Weyant, D.Beechler, W.Hardin, S.Frew,
T.Siner, G.Beach, S.Finley, G.Baugh, J.Crawford,
RCombs, B.Schneider, D.Lehmann, B.Molkenbur,
D.Baugh, S.Hatton, J.Russell, J.Godfrey, B.Ford,
P.Marchese, D.Franklin, M.Wente, RBranson

Gene Beach — Photo by Darlene Dooling

May 5 Tri-City Speedway
Granite City, IL

In the first MARA/USAC co-sanctioned midget
event of the 1990 season held at the Tri-City
Speedway in Granite City, Illinois, it was the 1989
USAC National Midget Driving Champion, Russ
Gamester who came home the victor in the 40 lap
midget main on the 1/4 mile facility. Following
Gamester at the end was Mike Streicher with Steve
Knepper, Kevin Olson, and Don Beechler trailing
the leaders. Rich Vogler, who flew in following an
al I-day practice session at the Indianapolis Motor

Speedway placed sixth in that event.
Earlier, It was MARA three-time champion,

Steve Knepper in the K&K Bob Johnston
Towing/Canaday Sesco who set fast time at 14.741.
The first last chance qualifying race was won by
Oklahoma driver, Aaron Berryhill who outrace
Vogler to take the checkered flag. Following Vogler
were Streicher, Steve Reeves and Don Lehmann.
John Meyers captured the second last chance
qualifier besting a field of Roy Caruthers, Tim Siner,
Greg Staab and Terry James.
Results:
Qualifying: Steve Knepper 14.741
1st Heat: A.Benyhill, R Vogler, M.Streicher,
S.Reeves, D.Lehmann, S.Weyant, P.Lysell, D.Ford,
J.Crawford, W.Hardin, J.Lee, B.Schneider, M.Wente
2nd Heat: J.Meyers, RCaruthers, T.Siner, G.Staab,
T.James, B.Jorgensen, G.Beach, RKuhn, J.McVay,
RCombs, S.Gennetten, D.Stowers, T.Carlson
Feature (40 laps): RGamester, M.Streicher,
S.Knepper, K.OIson, D.Beechler, R Vogler, J.Meyers,
T.Wente, RBranson, S.Frew, G.Staab, S.Reeves,
D.Lehmann, S.Weyant, D.Franklin, B.Jorgensen,
RCaruthers, G.Beach, T.James, A.Benyhill

May 26 Moberly Motorsports
Complex, Moberly, MO

Three-time MARA midget champion, Steve
Knepper continued his winning ways with a victoiy
in the 25-lap feature event at the Moberly
Motorsports Complex, Moberly, Missouri. Steve
took over the command position on the third lap
when race leader, Steve Gennetten, lost a wheel on
the Gene Beach machine and came to a stop on the
backstretch. When the race resumed, it was the
young driver from Belleville, Illinois, taking the lead
for the remainder of the event. Curtis Evans,
making his first MARA appearance in the Larry

Dan Ford — Photo by VMano
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DeLeeuw 3D machine, trailed Knepper until the
19th lap when a race confrontation with Dan Ford,
put Evans into a spin which resulted in his being
relegated to the last running position. On the
restart, it was Ford who made a valiant attempt at
overtaking the flying yellow machine of Knepper,
but to no avail. Following across the line were
Ford, Scott Frew, Dean Ward, and Bobby Schneider.

Earlier in the evening it was Ford who
established quick time with a one-lap time of
18.831. Heat races were won by Weird, Ford, and
Don Lehmann. A field of 25 MARA cars were on
hand for this event.
Results:
Qualifying: Dan Ford 18.831
1st Heat: D. Ward, R. Bran son, C. Evans, R.Combs
2nd Heat: D.Ford, S.Knepper, W.Hardin, M.Stasa
3rd Heat: D.Lehmann, S.Gennetten, S.Frew,
S. Finley
Feature (25 laps): S.Knepper, D.Ford, S.Frew,
D.Ward, B.Schneider, M.Stasa, R.Combs, W. Hardin,
C.Evans,  R.Branson, G.Beach, T.Corbin, D.Dunn,

Rex Combs — Photo by Vlvlano

S.Finley, D.Baugh, D.Stowers, J.Crawford, L.Dudley,
D.Lehmann,  S.Gennetten, G.Baugh, B.Ford

May 27 Angell Park Speedway
Sun Prairie, WI

“Rapid Rich" Vogler campaigned the Kunz/
National Haliband/ Challenger/ Blandco/ Arias
midget to score a win in the 50-lap Memorial
feature event. MARA three-time champion, Steve
Knepper, took an early lead from his front row
starting position only to relinguish it to the former
Indy driver in the 1K machine. Dean Billings gave
chase to the 1K machine only to have his efforts cut
short when mechanical problems forced him to the

Rich Vogler and Crew of Kunz* 1K

sidelines. Dan Boorse was able to pass Knepper for
the second position, but just could not get the
power to overtake Vogler. Several red flags were
displayed during the event, the first occurring on
the 3rd lap when Milan, Illinois, driver, Kevin Doty,
caught a rut and became airborne. A second
incident involving 1989 BADGER champion Kevin
Olson, and MARA driver, Larry Dudley, resulted in
both cars flipping thus ending their search for
victoiy. None of the drivers were injured in the
mishaps.

A field of 39 cars was on hand from the
BADGER, UMARA, and MARA ranks which saw
Madison, Wisconsin, driver, Dean Billings setting
fast time of 15.914. The trophy dash was won by
Dan Boorse with Billings and Scott Hatton in hot
pursuit. The first heat event was won by Missouri
driver, Curtis Evans, who made his first tip to the
Prairie. Other heats were won by Dale Hurd, Jr.,
Knepper, and Boorse. Jerry Russell won the semi­
feature with Evans, Hurd, and Al Fredenberg
rounding out the top five to advance to the feature
event.
Results:
Qualifying: Dean Billings 15.914
Trophy Dash: D.Boorse, D.Billings, S.Hatton,
R. Vogler
1st Heat: C.Evans, A.Fredenberg, J.Soba, J.Davies
2nd Heat: D.Hurd, D.Fredenberg, R.Miller,
C.Mueller
3rd Heat: S.Knepper, R. Vogler, R.Koch, H.Lein
4th Heat: D.Boorse, D.Billings, K.Olson, K.Doty
Consy: R.Polyewczynski, B.Berg, B.Dahlke,
M.Davis, P.Stender
Semi-feature: J.Russeil, C.Evans, D.Hurd,
A.Fredenberg
Feature (50 laps): R.Vogler, D.Boorse, S.Knepper,
H.Lein, D.Erforth, R.Koch, D.Hurd, A.Fredenberg,
E.Loomis,  B.Weber, S.Hatton, K.Mayhew
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June 13 Tri-City Speedway
Granite City, IL

Springfield, Illinois, driver, Don Beechler piloted
the Kunz/ National Halibrand/ Challenger/ Gapinski
Racing Enterprises/ Blandco/ Aries machine to
victory in the 25 lap MARA feature event on the
1 /4 mile track. Following Beechler across the finish
was visiting driver, Jeff Lee, who made the trip from
Los Angeles to campaign his black #81 Challenger.
Kevin Doty finished third in the Jerry Hatton 1H
machine with Steve Knepper and Scott Frew
rounding out the top five.

Kevin Doty and son - Photo by Darlene Dooling

Beechler also took the first heat event with a
victory over Dan Ford, Shannon Finley, and Dean
Billings. The second heat was won by Lee who
outraced Oklahoma driver, Dean Franklin for the
win. Scott Frew and Steve Gennetten finished third
and fourth respectively. Dan Frye, Jr. captured the
third heat narrowly edging out Steve Knepper,
Roger Branson, and Terry Wente.
Results:
1st Heat: D.Beechler, D.Ford, S.Finley,
D.Billings, W.Hardin, J.Palazzola, B.Schneider,
K.OIson
2nd Heat: J.Lee, D.Franklin, S.Frew, S.Gennetten,
C.Evans, L.Dudley, M.Wente, K.Doty, D.Stowers
3rd Heat: D.Frye, Jr., S.Knepper, R.Branson,
T.Wente, P.Tripp, P. Henington, S.Weyant,
J.Crawford, D.Lehmann, E.Logan, B.Donaldson
Feature: (25 laps): D.Beechler, J.Lee, K.Doty,
S.Knepper, S.Frew, D.Ford, W.Hardin, T.Wente,
D.Frye, B.Schneider, R.Branson, C.Evans,
J.Crawford, S.Gennetten, S.Weyant, P.Henington,
D.Stowers, P.Tripp, J.Palazzola, D.Billings,
M.Wente, L.Dudley, D.Franklin, S.Finley

Don Beechler (IK) — Photo by Chad Branson

June 29 Moberly Motorsports
Complex, Moberly, MO

Don Beechler of Springfield, Illinois, came out
the winner of the 25-lap feature event as he piloted
the Rusty and Keith Kunz National Halibrand/
Gapinski Racing Enterprises Challenger/ Arias
Blando machine to victory over Steve Gennetten in
the Gene Beach Racing new Dave Ellis machine.
Terry Wente was third in the SKOAL BANDIT
machine with Oklahoma driver, Aaron Berryhill
fourth. Former MARA champion, Gene Gennetten,
made a rare appearance in the Dooling Machine
Products, Inc., Sesco, racing to the fifth place
position. Scott Frew, Tim McVay, Wes Hardin, Dan
Ford, and Gene Beach rounded out the top 10.

Larry Dudley — Photo by Vtvlano

Heat events were won by Beechler, Steve Knepper,
and Scott Frew.
Results:
1st Heat: D.Beechler, D.Ford, S.Gennetten,
T.McVay, M.Stasa, T. Davis
2nd Heat: S.Knepper, T.Wente, C.Evans, G.Beach,
W.Hardin, S.Stasa
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3rd Heat: S.Frew, A.Benyhill, D.Lehmann,
L.Dudley,  G.Baugh, J. Palazzola
Feature (25 laps): D. Beechler, S.Gennetten,
T.Wente, A.Benyhill, G.Gennetten, S.Frew,
T.McVay, W.Hardin, D.Ford, G.Beach, S.Stasa,
D.Baugh, M.Stasa, L.Dudley, D.Stowers, R.Kuhn,
D.Franklin, J.Palazzola, G.Baugh, T.Davis,
S.Weyant, D.Lehmann, C.Evans, S.Knepper

Jeff Gordon - Photo by Vhrlano

July 3 Tri-City Speedway
Granite City, IL

At the end It looked relatively easy for the
young Indiana driver, Jeff Gordon, who participated
in his first MARA/USAC co-sanctioned race of the
1990 season at the Bob Tattersall Memorial Event.
But earlier in the evening, it was another young
driver, Don Beechler, who made things a little
rough for Gordon. Starting on the front row of the
feature event, Beechler piloted the IK machine of
Keith and Rusty Kunz to an early lead only to have
the Diet Pepsi #4 of Gordon sweep by him on lap
11. Gordon soon stretched out what appeared to
be a large lead before Beechler’s car started
working on the tacky surface of the 1/2 mile facility.
Once again, Beechler was in striking distance of
Gordon. After several lead changes between the
two challengers, Beechler came into contact with
the infield tires, damaging his front end and
curtailing his valiant efforts. Gordon was then able
to race to victory without difficulty leaving a
disappointed Beechler in the infield.

A field of 40 cars was on hand to attempt the
qualification runs on the impeccably manicured 1/2
mile track. Here, it was the youngster from Indiana,
Jeff Gordon, who set a new track record for the
midgets with a run of 22.209 seconds. MARA
driver, Dan Ford, followed, also breaking the old
track record with a 22.630. Other drivers 

managing to break the old record included Stan Fox
(22.689), Mike Streicher (22.734), and Roy
Caruthers (22.906).

Steve Knepper captured the first of two last­
chance qualifying events as he outraced Scott Frew
to take the checkered. The second last chance race
was won by Russ Gamester with Terry Wente
running second at the end.

A nasty appearing flip in the 2nd last chance
race sent former US AC national champion, Kevin
Olson, to a local hospital where he was treated and
released.
Results:
Qualifications: Jeff Gordon 22.209 Track Record
1st Last Chance Race: S.Knepper, S.Frew, S.
Gennetten, M.Wente, A.Benyhill, K.Mayhew,
G.Baugh, T.Davis, W.Hardin, L.Rice, S.Finley,
S.Weyant, T.Carlson (3:56:70 New Track Record
for 10 lap heat event)
2nd Last Chance Race: R. Gamester, T.Wente, D.
Lehmann, D.Franklin, D.Frye, J.Meyers, J.Lee,
T.Holderfield, P.Marchese, D.Stowers, J.Mahoney,
K.OIson, D.Baugh, J.Crawford
Feature (30 laps): J.Gordon, R.Gamester, M.
Streicher, D.Frye, Jr., Curtis Evans, J. Meyers,
D.Ford, T.Wente, A.Benyhill, S.Frew,
D.Franklin, S. Gennetten, M.Wente, G.Beach,
K. Mayhew, R.Caruthers, D.Beechler, S.Fox,
G.Baugh, J.Lee, S.Knepper, D.Lehmann

Phil Kennington - Photo by Vlvlano

July 14 Tri-City Speedway
Granite City, IL

Dan Ford captured the 25-lap midget feature
event before a record-breaking crowd as the
MARA midgets teamed with the World of Outlaws
sprint cars to bring a fantastic night of open wheel 
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racing to the Tri-City Speedway. Starting from the
outside row starting position, Ford jumped to an
early lead over pole setter, Mike Wente. The race
was red-flagged on the 3rd lap when Missouri
driver, Phil Heaveiow, flipped his Canaday #44
midgets in the number three turn. Heaveiow was
taken to the ambulance where he was treated for
an eye irritation when fuel from the overturned
race car fell into his eyes. Following the clean-up
of the site, the race resumed with Ford once
again, pushing his Gaerte powered Beast to the
front. A second red was displayed on the 7th lap
as Oklahoma driver, Aaron Berryhill, dumped the
Berryhill Racing machine, in the fourth turn.
Berryhill was uninjured in the mishap. As the
green flag flew once again, Ford took over
command of the race. Battling for second was
Terry Wente who outraced a challenge by brother
Mike, Steve Knepper, and Steve Enlow. Knepper
finished third with Wente fourth and Enlow fifth.
Steve Gennetten, Curtis Evans, Jr., Dan Frye, Jr.,
Dave Ray, and Todd Holderfield rounded out the
top 10.

St. Charles driver, Dan Frye captured the first
heat event narrowly edging Aaron Berryhill,
Bobby Schneider, Dave Ray, and Phil Heaveiow.
The second heat event was won by Terry Wente.
Steve Enlow, Mike Wente, Curtis Evans, Jr., and Jay
McKinnie followed the flying green SKOAL
BANDIT RACING machine of Terry Wente. Feature
winner, Dan Ford, captured the third heat event in
a race which saw three and four abreast racing on
the tiny 1/4 mile track. Finishing second to Ford
were the yellow machines of Steve Gennetten and
Steve Knepper. Dean Franklin and Scott Frew
rounded out the top five.
Results:
1st Heat: D.Frye, Jr., A.Berryhill, B.Schneider
D.Ray, P.Heaveiow, D.Lehmann
2nd Heat: T.Wente, S.Enlow, M.Wente, C.Evans,
J.McKinnie, T.Holderfield
3rd Heat: D.Ford, S.Gennetten, S.Knepper
Feature (25 laps): D.Ford, T.Wente, S.Knepper,
M.Wente, S.Enlow, S.Gennetten, C.Evans, D.Frye,
D.Ray, T.Holderfield, J.McKinnie, S.Frew, G.Beach,
D.Baugh, J.Davies. B.Schneider, D.Lehmann,
A.Berryhill,  J.Lysell, D.Franklin, P.Heavelow

July 29 Belle-Claire Fairgrounds
Belleville, IL

Hometown driver, Steve Knepper, dominated a
fine field of MARA racers when the MARA/National
Halibrand Midget Series brought midget racing to
this 1/4 mile facility during the Belle-Clair County

Balloons over Belle-Claire - “Salute to Arnold
Knepper” — Photo by Vlvlano

Fair. Driving the K K/Canaday Bros./Bob Johnston
Towing Sesco, Steve took immediate command
from his inside third row starting position needing
only one lap to make it to the front. From there, it
looked like easy sailing for the personable young
Belleville driver but on the 28th lap, Steve tagged
another car and found himself looking the wrong
way. When the race resumed, it was Springfield,
Illinois driver, Don Beechler taking over the #1
position in the Kunz National Halibrand/
Challenger/ Blandco Arias. But is was “Knepper
Night" at the Belle-Clair County Fair and Knepper
was not to be stopped. Within four laps, Knepper
was knocking on the door for the lead position and
moved around Beechler on the 36th lap of the 40
lap feature event. Beechler finished second with
Don Lehmann driving an extremely good race as he
piloted the Lehmann Glass Specialty Chevy II to the
third spot from his 19th place starting position.
Scott Weyant finished fourth in the Martinez Chevy
with Curtis Evans rounding out the top 5 in the
DeLeeuw VW.

Heat races were won by Dan Ford, Greg
Lueckert, Scott Frew, and Dean Franklin with
Franklin also picking up the hardware and a $100
bonus check for the 4-lap trophy dash. Terry Wente
in the SKOAL BANDIT machine captured the 15-lap
semi-event with Evans, Lehmann, and Gary Baugh
taking the other feature-advancing positions.

The night’s events were highlighted as the
members of MARA and the Belleville community
paid tribute to Arnold Knepper and his six decades
of racing involvement. Knepper’s yellow and red
#35 was present and campaigned by 17-year old
rookie driver, Jeff Gales. A special program
honoring “Arnie” was prepared and sold with all
proceeds going to the Brad Doty Recovery Fund.
Results:
1st Heat: D.Ford, D.Beechler, J.Lee, D.Stowers
2nd Heat: G.Lueckert, S.Knepper, B.Schneider,
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M.Wente
3rd Heat: S.Frew, S.Weyant, P.Henington,
B.Ford
4th Heat: D.Franklin, T.Siner, D.Baugh, L.Dudley
Trophy Dash: D.Franklin, G.Lueckert, D.Ford,
S.Frew
Semi: T.Wente, C.Evans, D.Lehmann, G.Baugh
Feature (40 laps): S.Knepper, D.Beechler,
D.Lehmann, S.Weyant, C.Evans, B.Schneider,
P.Henington, D.Ford, S.Frew, D.Stowers, D.Baugh,
M.Wente, T.Wente, B.Ford, T.Siner, L.Dudley,
G.Baugh, J.Lee, G.Lueckert, D. Franklin

Danny Frye — Photo by Vivlano

John Lysell - Photo by Vivlano

to the inside as they raced to the checkered. Enlow
finished second with Knepper narrowly edging out
New Zealand driver, Graham Stand ring who was
also making his first MARA appearance. Standring
campaigned the Claude Harris 1H machine for the
night’s event as his regular car was a no-show.

The night was full of racing action which saw
flips by Steve Gennetten, John Lysell, Mike Wente,
and rookie driver Aaron Truax. None of the drivers
suffered serious injuries, although Truax was later
taken to an area hospital when it appeared that he
was disoriented.

Heat races were won by P.J. Jones, Doug
Wolfgang, and Curtis Evans, Jr.
Results:

August 13 Tri-City Speedway
Granite City, IL

Following his appearance at the Belleville
Nationals in Belleville, Kansas, California driver,
Johnny Cofer came further east to appear with the
MARA midgets on the 1/4 mile facility at the Tri-
City Speedway in Granite City, Illinois. Starting
from the pole position for the 25-lap main event,
Cofer, jumped to an early lead followed by MARA’s
Steve Knepper and California’s P.J. Jones. Jones
overtook the three-times MARA champion,
Knepper, on the 6th lap and set his sight on Cofer.
It was a chase short-lived as the vivid pink machine
of Jones was forced to the sidelines by mechanical
problems. Teammate Doug Wolfgang, then picked
up the chase for the Larry Howard Racing Team.
“Wolfie” managed to pass the white #66 of Cofer
on the 17th lap only to become, too, a victim of
mechanical problems. At this point, it looked like
Cofer would have an easy time of it, but it was not
be be. Oklahoma driver, Steve Enlow took over the
chase and passed the California driver on the 22nd
lap, but Cofer was not to be denied as he re-took
the lead on the final lap as he made a brilliant move

1st Heat: P.J. Jones, S.Enlow, S.Knepper,
G.Standring, S.Frew
2nd Heat: D.Wolfgang, D.Lehmann, P.Henington,
W.Hardin, T.Wente
3rd Heat: C.Evans, J.Cofer, M.Wente, D.Franklin,
T.Cooper
Feature (25 laps): J.Cofer, S.Enlow, S.Knepper,
G.Standring, C.Evans, T.Wente, D.Lehmann,
W.Hardin, D.Franklin, S.Frew, T.Siner, S. Weyant,
D.Dunn, P.Henington, D.Wolfgang, R.Branson,
A .Truax, T.Cooper P.J. Jones, D.DeRosa, M.Wente

Gene Beach and Steve Gennetten
Photo by Vivlano
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John Meyers (22) and Steve Knepper (55)
Photo by Viviano

August 31 Santa Fe Speedway
Hinsdale, IL

Steve Knepper took advantage of a rough
racing surface at the Santa Fe Speedway in
Hinsdale, Illinois, as he bested the 58-car field when
the MARA/UMARA/BADGER/AAMS combined to
bring the best of midget racing to the Chicago-land
area, Friday night, August 31st. Driving the
K&^K/Bob Johnston Towing/Canaday Sesco, Steve
handled the competition as well cis various crashes
in the 25 lap feature event. Following Steve at the
finish were Hans Lein, Kevin Doty, Steve Reeves,
and Randy Koch. Heat races were won by Don
Tyler, Randy Koch, Dean Billings, Dan Boorse, and
Knepper. Troy Cooper took the consolation race
with Marty Davis winning the 15-lap semi event.
Results:
1st Heat: D.Tyler, D.Pole, K.Doty, M.Davis
2nd Heat: D.Boorse, S.Reeves, A.Fredenberg,
D.Erfijrth
3rd Heat: R.Koch, S.Spencer, A.Gillis, D.Franklin
4th Heat: D.Billings, C.Evans, J.Loman, B.Berg
5th Heat: S.Knepper, B.Schneider, D.Erfurth,
B.Meyers
Consolation: T.Cooper
Semi-feature: M.Davis, B.Berg, W.Hardin, D.Hurd,
Jr., D.Erfijrth, A.Fredenberg, A.Weber, D.Ward,
K.Mayhew, R.Miller, T.Cooper, D.Franklin,
S.Arnold, J.Lee, C.Stollarick
Feature: S.Knepper, H.Lein, K.Doty, S.Reeves,
R.Koch, D.Erfurth, D.Billings, M.Davis, A.Gillis,
D.Boorse, D.Hurd, Jr., B.Berg, S.Spencer, W.Hardin,
T.Wittman, J.Loman, B.Schneider, D.Pole, D.Tyler,
C. Evans

Gary Baugh - Photo by Viviano

Sept. 7 Mississippi Valley
Fairgrounds, Davenport, IA

Driving the Canaday Brothers Sesco, Kevin
Olson won his first MARA feature event of the 1990
season at the Mississippi Valley Fairgounds in
Davenport, Iowa, Friday night, September 7, edging
out Dan Ford for the victory. Following Ford were
1990 BADGER champion, Dean Erfurth, Missouri
driver, Curtis Evans, Jr., and four-time MARA midget
driving champion, Steve Knepper. An outstanding
field of competitors (29) along with a very good,
enthusiastic crowd, and perfect weather made for
an excellent show as the MARA midgets made
their only visit of 1990 to the state of Iowa for the
Midwest Old Timers Weekend.

Dan Boorse began the night by setting fast time
in the Kunz National Halibrand/Gapinski
Challenger/Blandco Arias with a time of 15.480.
Steve Gennetten followed with his victory in the 4-
lap trophy dash. Heat wins were recorded by Dean
Erfurth, Steve Knepper, Dan Ford, and Kevin Olson.
The 12-lap semi feature was won by Roger Miller of
nearby Milan, Illinois. Roger was followed across
the finish by Gene Beach, Wayne Brauner, and
Bobby Schneider.

A first lap flip in the main event by Greg
Lueckert brought out the only red flag of the night;
Lueckert was uninjured in the mishap. A caution
flag was displayed midway through the event when
a corner tire made its way onto the track causing
Director of Competition, Herman Galli to slow
down the race for its removal.

The fifth place finish of Steve Knepper assured
him of his fourth midget driving championship of
the Midwest Auto Racing Association. With one
race left on the schedule, Steve has become the
only driver to have won the championship four
years. Three year champions were Gene Genetten 
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and Duke DeRosa. Steve’s father, Walter, owner of
the #55 machine, won his fifth MARA
championship, making him the only car owner to
have accomplished this feat. Congratulations to
Steve, Walter, Mary, Bonnie, and Nick as well as the
crew of the K&K Garage I Bob Johnston Towing /
Canady Sesco on a fine season.
Results:
Qualifications: Dan Boorse 15.480
Trophy Dash: S.Gennetten, D.Erfurth, D.Boorse,
K.OIson
1st Heat: D.Erfurth, T.Wente, G.Lueckert,
B.Schneider
2nd Heat: S.Knepper, C.Evans, G.Beach,
S.Gennetten
3rd Heat: D.Ford. K.OIson, W.Hardin, S.Frew
4th Heat: K.Doty, D.Boorse, D.Ray, J.Davies
Semi-feature: RLMiller, G. Beach, W.Brauner,
B.Schneider, J.Davies, B.Brummett, J.McKinnie,
D.Stowers,  K.Dull, L.French, V.Komppa, R.Franklin
Feature (25 Laps): K.Olson, D.Ford, D.Erfurth,
C.Evans,  S.Knepper, D.Boorse, T.Wente,
P.Heavelow, G.Beach, R.Miller, B.Schneider, S.Frew,
W.Brauner, D.Dunn, W.Hardin, D.Fisher, D.Ray,
S.Gennetten, K.Doty, G.Leuckert

David Baugh — Photo by Vivlano

Sept. 30 Spoon River Speedway
Canton, IL

It was a bright, sunny Sunday afternoon when
the 6th Annual Tom Knowles Memorial Midget
Race was ran following the rains which washed out
the program on Saturday night here at the Spoon
River Speedway in Canton, Illinois. Kevin Doty
recorded his first MARA feature win of the 1990
season in the Jerry Hatton/Ellis/Pontiac. Doty
overtook race leader, Greg Leuckert, on the 8th lap
to take the lead.

A flip by Columbia, Missouri driver Scott Frew
resulted in a red flag. When racing resumed, It
was, once again, Kevin Doty who took command of
the dry, slick racing oval. Doty picked up the
SKOAL BANDIT RACING cup as well as the lion’s
share of the estimated $8,000 purse. Following
Doty at the end were Terry Wente, Phil Heavelow,

Troy Cooper — Photo by Darlene Dooling

Curtis Evans and Tom Bigelow.
Heat wins were recorded by Wente, Todd

Holderfield, Doty, Leuckert, and Dean Franklin. The
12-lap semi-feature event was won by Tim Siner
with Wes Hardin, Todd Wittman, and Johnny
Crawford rounding out the top four to advance to
the main event.

Bloomington, Illinois, driver David Baugh,
suffered injuries when his #7 machine careened
into the outside retaining wall coming out of the
fourth corner. Baugh was treated and released later
that afternoon from an area hospital.
Results:
1st Heat: T.Wente, D.Lehmann, W.Stuernberg,
C.Stolarik
2nd Heat: T.Holderfield, P.Henington, C.Evans,
S.Frew
3rd Heat: K.Doty, S.Weyant, S.Hatton, J.McKinnie
4th Heat: G.Lueckert, T.Bigelow, P.Heavelow,
R.Mlller
Semi-feature: T.Siner, W.Hardin, T.Wittman, J.
Crawford, K.Dull
Feature: K.Doty, T.Wente, P.Heavelow, C.Evans,
T.Bigelow, W.Hardin, C.Maxson, T.Wittman,
T.Holderfield, S.Hatton, J.Crawford, D.Lehmann,
T.Siner, C.Stolarik, S.Weyant
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Pepl Marchese — Photo by Vlvlano

Todd Holderfield — Photo by Vlvlano

Tim Siner — Photo by Vlvlano

Flea Ruzlc and Crew

...largest selection of automotive replacement
glass for all makes of cars, trucks and vans.

ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT GLASS BY
•LOF •CAR-LITE-MOPAR -PPG

"ON THE SPOT"
mobile service for auto glass replacement

specializing in insurance claims.
Van, truck and RV glass customizing.

Bay windows, sun roofs, RV sliders and rear cab
sliders for pickups

Glass Specialty Company Inc.
829 S. 11TH-SPRINGFIELD, IL

544-9886
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Larry Rice - Photo by Vlvlano

|lm Mahoney - Photo by Vlvlano

INDUSTRIAL
CHEMICAL

Wholesalers and Retailers
4001 J. David Jones Pkwy., Springfield, IL

(One mile north of Capitol Airport on Rt. 29)
Phone: 522-9281

Methanol
Available in 1. 5, 55 Gallon

Swimming Pool Chemicals
Lubricants • Coolants

125 Maple
Lathrop, Missouri 64465

(816) 528-3937
“Winning Midget Chassis and Engines”

CONGRATULATIONS!
STEVE KNEPPER & SCOTT FREW

24



Jeff Palazzola (70) — Photo by Vtvlano

Home of Midget Race Car No. 50, Kevin Doty, Driver

PRODUCT

NOUM

• TO NOON SAT
: Viu BI n K s

OWNERS - BUD & JAN DOTY

(309) 788-4589

MAA SON
FIBERGLASS EVERCOAT
HOUSE OF KOLOR
CLAUSSEN

Ml 4m ST ROCK ISLAND ILLINOIS

- EQUIPMENT -
• eusxE
•ATCOA
• NATIONAL DETROIT
• FLORIDA
• SHARPE

COMPLETE BODY SHOP SUPPLIES - TOOLS
RECONDITIONING SUPPLIES

APE

Tom Knowles Memorial Race
WINGED SPRINTS/M.A.R.A. MIDGETS

Congratulations To All The M.A.R.A.
Participants For A Successful 1990 Season!

------------ JUDY & ALAN JOHNSON------------ TOM KNOWLES

Mohr Ford Equipment

BRILLION
SEE MOHR AND SAVE MORE

NEW HOLLAND

3 54 9 STATE STREET
BETTENDORF, IOWA 52722

CHUCK MOHR
(3 1 9) 355-OB22

BEHLEN

Jeff Lee (81) - Photo by Vtvlano

25



TELEPHONE
397-8200

GEneva 6-4493
BRidge 1-8222

ELDER CADILLAC, INC.

The Red Carpet Cadillac Center
10400 West Main St. Belleville, Illinois 62223

Pat Lysell — Photo by Vlviano

Laiational
manufacturing co., me.

Producers of:
National-Halibrand Midget • National Jones Midget &

National Tracmaster Racing Running Gear

404 South 116th St., Milwaukee, Wl 53214
(414) 476-3285

Scott
Hatton

Photo by
Vlviano

Jay McKinney - Photo by Vlviano

Greg Easley
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Kevin Doty — Photo by Turn 4 Photos

Todd Wittman - Photo by Turn 4 Photos

Troy Cooper (66) - Photo by Turn 4 Photos

Scott Hatton (7) takes the low groove as Steve Gennetten (57)
tries the high. Photo by Tum 4 Photos.

Kevin Doty, winner off the SKOAL Cup, presented by John
Mueller, SKOAL Rep., for the 6th Annual Tom Knowles
Memorial Midget Race. Photo by Tum 4 Photos.

Greg Lueckert (9K) - Photo by Tum 4 Photos

Johnny Crawford (21) races by fellow Springfield driver Don Lehmann
at Spoon River Speedway, 9/30/90. Photo by Tum 4 Photos.

Close competition at Spoon River Speedway sees Kenny
French (8L) lead a pack Including Jay McKInnle (69), Scott
Hatton (7), Jim Mahoney (63) and Steve Gennetten (57) on Sept.
30, 1990. Photo by Tum 4 Photos.
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Bruce Donaldson, Jr. — Photo by Vivlano

Jeff Gales - Photo by Vivlano

Aaron Truax - Photo by Vivlano

Euble Logan — Photo by Vivlano

Phil Heavelow — Photo by Vivlano

Rookies
Page

Dawn Stowers — Photo by Vivlano

Curtis Evans, 1990 Rookie Of The Year
Photo by Darlene Dooling
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WE PRINT
MORE THAN

JUST COPIES

4th Street
Kwik-Kopy

Printing
120 S. Fourth St.
Springfield, IL

62701
(217) 528-3744

TOWNHOUSE MOTEL
400 S. Illinois, Belleville, IL 62220

Restaurant & Lounge 6 Blocks from Belleclair
Fairgrounds

PH (618) 233-7881

Danny Frye - Photo by Vlvlano

Billy Molkenbur — Photo by Vlvlano

Kevin Olson - Photo by Vlvlano

Shannon Finley — Photo by Vlvlano

K&K GARAGE

"We Specialize In Tune-Ups
and Motor Rebuilding"

46 IOWA AVE.
BELLEVILLE, IL

62221

Phone
(618) 233-6248
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Mike Wente — Photo by Vivlano Kevin Olson - Photo by Chad Branson

Support
the
people
who
support
MIDGET
RACING

Donnie Beechler — Photo by Vivlano

Tim Siner (15) — Photo by Chad Branson
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Terry James — Photo by Vlvlano Roger Branson — Photo by Vlvlano

Aaron Berryhill — Photo by Vlvlano Scott Weyant — Photo by Turn 4 Photos

Jerry Russell — Photo by Vlvlano Tom Bigelow — Photo by Turn 4 Photos
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For Race Schedule
Information contact::

CHARLENE MEENTS

(217) 496-2487



I------------------------------- —
] ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP

MIDWEST AUTO RACING ASSOCIATION
i

YES, I LOVE M.A.R.A. MIDGET RACING AND WANT TO BE AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER.
i Enclosed is my $20.00. I Look forward to receiving my newsletters and notices of special events.
I
I NAME: ________________________________________________________________________________ L
I
I ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________________________I

CITY, STATE, ZIP:_________________________________________________________________________

J PHONE (HOME):; (WORK):

Mall to: M.A.R.A., R.R. #1, Box 51 A, Sherman, Illinois 62684

l
I
l
I
l
l
l
l
I
I
I
I
l
l
l
I
l
I
I
I
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1M'1©/I?P AWARDS
SPECIALISTS

OWNER OWNER
Rose Ruzic Kay Conley

Telephone (217) 522-7865
YOUR ONE STOP
AWARDS CENTER

---------- Sponsor of----------
Car #21

Johnnie Crawford - Driver
and Car #9

Flea Ruzic - Driver

CYLINDER HEAD
SERVICE

ENGINE
REBUILDING

8431 Wabash
Berkeley, MO 63134

(314) 524-0206

Support the <&
people who Z?£m
support jg^g
MIDGET •H^
RACING >
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Jungle Jim's
Cafe

1629N.9TH
Springf*®'d^h£^<

Hours:
Mon.--Sat.

6 AM-2 PM

"The Racers' Place
To Meet and Eat"

Dean Billings - Photo by Vlvtano

Johnnie Crawford - Photo by VlvUno

Gapinski
Racing
Enterprises

4304 Skylark Court • Greendale, Wl 53129

Complete Rollers • Kits
Every Challenger Part In Stock!

Plus
Hoosier Tires • Gilliam Duralight Wheels • FBI • KSE • Simpson

• Autometer • JFZ • Rod Ends • Hoods • Kerker
National Halibrand Rear Ends • Drivelines • Radius Rods • Carrera

DAILY UPS! (414) 476-3285 (days) or (414) 423-1493 (Nights)
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St. Louis Auto Racing
Fan Club

Lois Taylor, President

FOR MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Call 314/569-1915
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F
Jerry's Pit Stop

740 North College
Decatur, Illinois 62522

(800)736-0191 • FAX: (217) 425-9168

“Congratulations to the 1990 Participants
of M.A.RA and Good Luck in 1991!”

JFZ — Schroeder — Ross — NBC — FBI — Saldana — McCreary
Gilliam — Weld — Gambler — Challenge — Carillo

Iskenderian — Autocraft — Bell — C & S — Hillborne
Marsh — Ron's — VP — Weiland

Mastercard and Visa Accepted

RACE CARS & PARTS • New and Used
“We Deal in Antiques”



UVIARA
Midwest Auto Racing Association

March 27, 1991
April 27 Tri-City Speedway, Granite City, IL*
May 3 Santa Fe Speedway, Hinsdale, IL**
May 17.... Santa Fe Speedway, Hinsdale, IL**
May 25 Hawkeye Downs Speedway, Cedar Rapids, IA** (paved)
May 26 Lakeside Speedway, Kansas City, KS MIKE HILL MEMORIAL

(paved)
i

May 27 Raindate for Lakeside
May 31 Spoon River Speedway, Canton, IL (Tentative)
June 8 Belle-Clair Fairgrounds, B
July 3 Tri-City Speedway, Granite

BOB TATTERSALL MEMORIAL
July 5 Osborne Speedway, Osborne,
July 6 Osborne Speedway, Osborne,
July 19 Garfield County Fairgrounds, Enid, OK
July 20 Eighty-one Speedway, Wichita, KS
July 21 Kansas State Fairgrounds, Hutchinson, KS [afternoon show]
July 24.. Lee County Speedway, Donnellson, IA
July 28 Belle-Clair Fairgrounds, Belleville, IL FAIR DATE
Aug. 1-3 BELLEVILLE NATIONALS, BELLEVILLE, KS (AIMS SANCTIONED)
Aug. 16... Macon Speedway, Macon, IL* WAYNE WEBB MEMORIAL
Aug. 17 Godfrey Speedway, Godfrey, IL
Aug. 31 Tri-City Speedway, Granite City, IL* [1/4 mile]
Sept. 7 Thirty-four Raceway, Burlington, IA
Sept. 13 Mississippi Valley Fairgrounds, Davenport, IA

MIDWEST OLD TIMERS REUNION
Sept. 28 Spoon River Speedway, Canton, IL TOM KNOWLES MEMORIAL
Sept. 29 Raindate for Spoon River Speedway

*Co-sanctioned USAC
**Co-sanctioned UMARA
***Co-sanctioned RMMRA

, IL (Tentative
City, IL* [1/2 mile]

Ksm BLANDCO
KS AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE, INC.
KS***

ALL events scheduled for Dirt except as indicated.

DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. For up-to-date information, call:
Charlene Meents (217)496-2487


