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WHY WAIT?

Average Home Cost$90,000 ? 
Average Bleacher Seat $50?

JACK K. ELROD COMPANY 
SPECTATOR SEATING 
1530 S. KENNINGTON 

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46225

'We furnish technical supervision-use your maintenance personnel.

Write or Phone 317-632 -4391

1000 NET SEATS -10 OR 16 ROW
Maintenance free, galvanized tubular steel understructure, 
anodized aluminum seat board, two 2” x 10” aluminum foot 

boards, 4’ elevated w/ front stairs, on mud sills.

Buy Now-You Install
$10.00 to S20.99/SEAT

• Seating Engineered For Your Budget •

Rent - Lease - Buy
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WELCOME TO SALEM 
SUPER SPEEDWAY

Sherman Armstrong, 
Owner 

Salem Super Speedway

DAVID ARMSTRONG, 
PROMOTER

AMInc

P. O. BOX 330 • SALEM, INDIANA 47167
(812) 883-3781

^SALEM 
\UPER 
Speedway

now be obtained. One concession stand has been 
replaced and plans to replace the other are being 
considered.

Plans are being considered for a tunnel 
infield. Hopefully this can be done next year.

A third rail has been added to turns three and four. 
In years to come, plans call for a cement guard rail. 
This will eliminate some of the delays in the racing 
program. Also in the plans are lights for night racing.

Improvement of the existing facilities is a constant 
concern. More modernization is planned and sug­
gestions from our fans will be gratefully accepted and 
considered. The comfort of the racing fan must be one 
of our primary goals, for without you people there 
would be little reason for us to even open the gates.

TO ALL OUR RACING FRIENDS:
Thank you for visiting us here at Salem Super 

Speedway. This is our third year of operations. We are 
continually making improvements so that we can have 
one of the finest high-banked half-mile paved tracks in 
the country.

The track had to be resurfaced to make it smoother 
The fourth turn pedestrian bridge was 

removed so that the pits could be lengthened and 
widened. A cement runway was laid for safer access to 
the pits.

The fences were replaced and painted. As a matter 
of fact, anything that didn’t move was given a coat of 
paint. A new sound system has been installed.

The grandstand and roof have been replaced. All 
seats are lettered and numbered. Reserve seating may



FARMERS-CITIZENS

FDIC

SALEM ☆ CAMPBELLSBURG ☆ PEKIN
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Engine Balancing 
For Racing 
Competition Is Our 
Specialty

444 HOLMES AVE. 
639-1429

COLGLAZIER 
APPLE HOUSE

Open 7 Days

Noon ’till 6 Sunday

IS NOW PAYING
5%

FROM DATE OF DEPOSIT TO DATE OF 
WITHDRAWAL ON PASSBOOK SAVINGS

rA FULL1 
SERVICE 
lBANKj

BURGER 
QUEEN

BURGER QUEEN 
delights your taste with 
piping hot hamburgers, 

fish or chicken and french 
fries, onion rings or a 

shake.

Precision Balancing 
Co., Inc.

"Balancing
PRECISION

• fiJkUMCJHQ CO. INC. i

The Savings Place For 
All Seasons”

FARMERS-CITIZENS
BANK

— Dine in or Carry-out-
Hwy. 60 883-1800

Salem, Ind. .

SI ;■

FINE FRUIT ☆ CIDER 
GIFT BOXES 

10 KINDS OF CHEESES 
11/4 Miles South of 
Salem Speedway



Races 2:30 P.M.Time Trials 1:00 P.M.

Open Competition Sprints
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Sportsman Roundup
Mid-West 300
Mid-West 300
Joe James-
Pat O’Connor Memorial
Harvest of Speed

Race
Radier 150
Weekender Sprints
Weekender Sprints
Southland Century

40 Lap Feature 
Qualifications
3-100 Lap Features

50 Lap Feature
50 Lap Feature

Event
150 Lap Feature
40 Lap Feature
Twin 30 Lap Feature
100 Lap Feature

Type
ASA Circuit of Champions
USAC Sprints
USAC Sprints
ARCA Stocks &
NAMA Midgets
ASA Late Model Sportsman
ASA Circuit of Champions
ASA Circuit of Champions 
USAC Sprints

SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY 
1979 SCHEDULE

Aug. 26...
Sept. 15...
Sept. 16...
Oct. 7...

Date
Apr. 29...
June 16.. .
June 17...
July 1...

Oct. 28..



DOBBINS CHEVROLET-OLDSMOBILE

Driver Pancho Carter 1974 & 1976 USAC Sprint Car Champion

For a better buy

Better drive to Scottsburg

to see Dobbins Chevrolet-Oldsr
A
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r Chevrolet

Quality is the important Factor in Racing 
and in Business—and Quality Means

Phones: 812-752-4201 Toll Free 
Louisville Area 246-9664

Just 20 miles East of Salem

£CHEVROLET-OLDSMOBILE f
SCOTTSBURG, IND.



SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY
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OLD SALEM — Troy Ruttman [25], Larry Crocket [33], Duane Carter Sr. [2]. [Photo by Bud Williams]

Salem Speedway — Page 5

champion seven times.
Hinnershitz won the first three races on the Salem 

track, the string being broken by Spider Webb on 
September 14, 1947.

Since then, the list of drivers who have won sprint 
car feature events on the banks of this track reads like a 
“Who’s Who” of auto racing —Hinnershitz, Webb, Ted 
Horn, Henry Banks, Troy Ruttman, Duane Carter, 
Jimmy Daywalf, Mel Hanson, George Tichenor, Jack 
McGrath, Joe James, Gene Force, Mike Nazaruk, Bob 
Sweikert, Pat O’Connor, Eddie Sachs, Don Branson, 
Parnelli Jones, A.J. Foyt, Roger McCluskey, Mario 
Andretti, Bobby Unser, Rollie Beale, Sam Sessions, 
Gary Bettenhause, Pancho Carter, Tom Bigelow and 
many others.

Since 1953, the Salem Speedway has been the site 
of the annual Joe James-Pat O’Connor Memorial race 
for the USAC sprint cars, which is the oldest 
continuous race in the United States for the sprinters. 
Inaugurated in 1953 as a tribute to the late Joe James, 
the name of Pat O’Connor was added after he lost his 
life in a first-lap pileup at the Indianapolis 500 in 1958.

A newer, but no less exciting event now held on an 
annual basis at this famous track is the Mid-West 300 
for the ASA Circuit of Champions stock cars. 1979 will 
mark the eight annual Mid-West 300, for the fast driving 
chauffeurs from the ASA Circuit.

The 1979 season will have virtually all types of auto 
racing on the high banks of Salem. There will be 
midgets, sprinters and stock cars from various 
associations. Such as USAC, ASA, CORA, ARCA and 
“OPEN COMPETITION.”

Salem Super Speedway had its beginnings in the 
mind of a Salem native. Jim Summers, a former race 
driver himself, wanted to see a first-class racing facility 
in his hometown, and between trips over Europe as a 
flight engineer on a B17 in 1942, he drew up his plans. 
When he came home in September of 1944, he brought 
a Distinguished Flying Cross, an Air Medal with three 
Oak Leaf Clusters and the plans for 
speedway.

After scouting around for the proper location and 
financial backing, he settled on a natural spot west of 
Salem, purchased the ground and started the project on 
his own. In the course of building the track, he became 
acquainted with Everette Roberts, a Salem businessman 
who had successfully operated in the lumber business 
for many years. Roberts entered into a full partnership 
with Summers and construction of the track moved into 
high gear.

The opening event on the track, then with a dirt 
surface, was held on June 22, 1947. The winner of the 
20-lap feature for AAA big cars was Tommy Hinnershitz, 
who was later to go on to become Eastern Sprint Car

a half-mile
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i'BankAmericardww
Registered USAC Inspection Station #105
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Speed Equipment

DICK FOX
317-335-2491
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master charge

y

jjjp

Champion Automotive 
Machine

SCOTTSBURG 
A & W

The Great Root Bear 
invites you on down to: 
“Munch up our Menu!”

Complete Engine Rebuilding & Repair
Jet Spray Cleaning • Glass Beading • Valve Refacing 

Seat & Guide Machine • Press Work • Head Resurfacing 
Cyl. Boring & Sleeving • Rod Reconditioning 

Crankshaft Work • Line Boring 
Short Blocks • Complete Engines

5128 EAST 65TH STREET 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 

PHONE 842-0700

SPRINT CARS AND ALL 
COMPONENTS AVAILABLE

ADAMS AUTOMOTIVE 
ASSOCIATES, INC.

Complete Engine Building
DYNANOMETER

VALVE GRINDING BALANCING
HONING BEADBLASTING
SURFACING BLUEPRINTING
PRECISION MACHINING BORING
MAGNAFLUX ZYGLO

Hwy. 234 & 500 W
McCordsville, IN 46055

HEDRICK-TASH
INSURANCE & REAL ESTATE

SINCE 1948
“Watch for Tracy Potter,

Midget Car #12”

MUFFLER SHOPS
AUTOS TRUCKS BUSES

FAST, EFFICIENT SERVICE ON . . .
ORIGINAL FACTORY REPLACEMENT

TYPE MUFFLERS & TAILPIPES
SHOCKS

CUSTOM PIPE
BENDING
.FREE INSTALLATIONS

SCOTTSBURG A & W
Where our food’s as good as our Root Beer!

Call 316/838-0891
444 W. 29th NORTH WICHITA, KANSAS 

67204

Appointment 
Not Necessary

HOURS: 8 AM-5 PM, Mon.-Thurs...Fri. 8 AM-6 PM
Sat. 8 AM-1 PM

INDIANAPOLIS
NORTH - 547-4841 4359 N. KEYSTONE

WEST - 632-9565 1250 W. 16TH
LOOK FOR THE "BIG STATUE"

“The Big Difference Is Service”
Since 1910
George E. & Marjorie Hedrick

883-4306 or 883-4011 
If No Answer 883-5133

S. Side Square Salem, Indiana
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DRIVER TIME

DRIVER TIMETIME

I

i

TRACK RECORDS
USAC SPRINTS OPEN SPRINTS

16.381 109.883 118.45316.040

Johnny Parsons

104.62717.171 19.50 sec. 99.692Wayne Lensing

George Janson 18.501 97.297

HALF-MILE SPEED CONVERSION CHART
lOths MPHSECONDSSECONDS lOths MPH

15 18

16 19

17 20
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Chuck Gurney and Tim Richmond take it easy.
[Photo by Jim Cooling-lndianapolis]

Marvin Carman
ARCA STOCKS

Randy Sweet
CORA MIDGETS

Tom Bigelow
USAC MIDGETS
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120.000
119.205
118.421
117.647
116.883116.129
115.384
114.649
113.924
113.207
112.500
111.801
111.111
110.429
109.756
109.090
108.433
107.784
107.142
106.508
105.882
105.263
104.651
104.046
103.448
102.857
102.273
101.695
101.124
100.559

0 
1
2
3
4
5
6 
7
8 
9
0 
1 
2
3 
4 
5
6 
7 
8
9
0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
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100.000
99.448
98.901
98.361
97.826
97.297
96.774
96.257
95.745
95.238
94.737
94.241
93.75093.264
92.784
92.308
91.837
91.371
90.909
90.452
90.000
89.552
89.109
88.670
88.235
87.805
87.379
86.957
86.538
86.124

CAR
NO.

CAR
NO.

I
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
I I
12
13
l£
15TtT

QUALIFYING
DRIVER

17

18

19
20
21
22
23

24
25
26

27
28
29_ 
30_ 
3 1
32

33 
34

35
36
37

38 
3^

40

41
42
43

44
45
46
47 
48~ 
49 
50

EVENT NO. 1 TIME TRIALS
CAR 
NO.

17.367 103.645
ASA CIRCUIT OF CHAMPIONS

Bill Green 18.584 97.47
ASA LATE MODELS SPORTSMAN



CARPETS

Salem211 S. MainPHONE [812] 883-5750

“RADIO RIDGE” Hwy. 56, Salem Ph.: 883-6243

SALEM
MOTEL

"Just One Mile East Of Speedway”

Hwy. 60 E
SALEM

EH3• New Holland • Side-Winder
Phone 883-2491 • Farm Tractors

SalemRFD 4
Salem, IndianaWest Edge of Salem
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STOP CARPETS I 

cleanQf

DRAW CROWDS FROM MILES AROUND- 
RENT OUR GIANT SEARCHLIGHT

“Tune Us In On Race Day For Race 
and Weather Information

1220 AM 5,000 WATTS
98.9 FM 50,000 WATTS

SALEM, INDIANA

Advertising 
Waste

Randy’s 
Floor Covering

Use TV Advertising on Salem 
Cable TV • Use Radio Advertising on 

WSLM
SALES—INSTALLATION

— FEATURING—
Mannington • Estate • Congoleum 

Monarch • Monticello 
Carpet & Rug Cleaning 

Open 6 Days a Week- Bank Financing

883-5981
(Highway 56 West)

NEW HOLLAND
SALEM

FARM EQUIPMENT
SALES & SERVICE

TOOLS — SUPPLIES 
RELOADING EQUIPMENT 
MUZZLE LOAD SUPPLIES 

Mon. thru Thurs. 7:30-6 P.M. 
Fri. 7:30-8 P.M.

Sat. 8:30-5:30 P.M.-Closed Sun. 
883-3141

HEI SPORTING GOODS 
GUNS

•New • Used • Buy-Sell-Trade 
Over 600 Guns in Stock 

By Such Famous Names As
☆ Colt ☆ Smith & Wesson
☆ Winchester ☆ Marlin
☆ Ruger ☆ Remington
☆ Savage ☆ Hi-Standard

“A Nice Place To Stay”

“Race Fans Are 
Always Welcome"



TROPHY DASH
Distance Laps Time of Race

DRIVER FINISHDRI VER CARFINISHCAR

1 4

2 5
I

3 6

EVENT NO. 2
Distance Time of RaceLaps I

FINISHCARDRIVERDRIVER FINISHCAR

71

82

3 9

4 10

1 15

6 12
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DEXTER SIPES

412 Hoosier Ave.

Call 876-2249

vi

★ ★ TRUCKINGREADY-MIX CONCRETE

★ CONCRETE BLOCKS
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Bloomington Auto 
Parts

Complete Line of Used Auto Parts, Foreign & U.S. Cars 
We Buy

Wreckers • Copper • Scrap, All Kinds
• Prompt Pick-Up
7650 Highway 37 North

Call 279-5909
Oolitic, Indiana

MALLORY IGNITIONS-OFFY MANIFOLDS 
CHROME MAG WHEELS-ALL BRANDS-HURST 
FLOOR SHIFTS-SCHIEFER FLYWHEELS-J&R 
CUSTOM HEADERS-SUN TACHS-CRANE CAMS 
ALL BRANDS OF CHROME ACCESSORIES

P.O. Box 489
SALEM, INDIANA 47167 
PHONE 812/883-2919

OOLITIC BODY SHOP
BODY REPAIR & PAINTING 

“free tow-in if we repair the car”
☆ Fiberglass Work
☆ Insurance Work Welcome
☆ Wrecker Service _

I WASHINGTON 
& AUTO PARTS inc. 

636-4481
2113 E. WASHINGTON ST. ROAD 40 EAST

SPEED PARTS HEADQUARTERS
“THE SPRINGY THINGY”

* AGRICULTURAL LIME

* CRUSHED STONE



EVENT NO. 3
Distance Laps Time of Race

DRIVER FINISHDRIVER CARCAR FINISH

1 7

I2 8

3 9

10

5

6 12 I

EVENT NO. 4
Distance Laps Time of Race

DRIVER CAR FINISH DRIVER FINISHCAR

7

2 8

3 9

4 10

5 1 1

6 12

EVENT NO. 5
Distance Laps Time of Race

DRIVER FINISHDRIVER CARCAR FINISH

7

2 8

3 9

10

5 1 1

6 12

EVENT NO. 6
Distance Laps Time of Race

DRIVER FINISH FINISHCAR DRIVER CAR

7

2 8

3 9

4 10

5 1 1

6 12
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JOE JAMES—1952 AAA Midwest sprint champion, killed in 
final 1952 Championship race at Sacramento, California. Won 
October14,1951 sprint feature at SALEM. Ran in 2 Indianapolis 
500’s finishing last in 1951 with 8 laps completed, 13th in 1952 
completing all 200 laps.

(Photo by Al Maynard, courtesy of Russ Barnard)

PAT O’CONNOR—Won 1953 and ’54 Midwest sprint titles with 
AAA and 1956 USAC Midwest sprint championship. Qualified 
for Indianapolis 500 from 1954 through 1958 after being 
bumped in 1953, had pole for 1957 race, finished 8th in 1955 
and ’57. Killed in 1st lap pileup of ’58' Indianapolis 500.

(From the personal collection of Russ Barnard)

JAMES-O’CONNOR MEMORIAL 
DATA AND ODDITIES

By a strange twist of fate, 
every winner of a Joe James 
Memorial died in a racing crash, 
like Joe...Larry “Crash” Crockett, 
who won the first race in 1953; Pat 
O’Connor who won in ’54 and ’57 
to become the first double winner; 
Bob Sweikert the year after he 
won the 500; and Eddie Sachs, the 
’56 winner who also won the first 
James-O’Connor Memorial.

Barnard added O’Connor’s 
name to the race after his fatal 
crash at Indianapolis in 1958. Pat 
had been particularly popular and 
practically unbeatable on the 
Salem banks. He’d wrapped up 2 
of his 3 sprint titles there.

Except for Sachs, every winner 
of the James-O’Connor Memorial 
is alive, nearly all of them still 
racing. The honor role of victors 
reads almost like a “Who’s Who” 
of sprint racing with such names

Salem Speedway — Page 12

as A.J. Foyt, Parnelli Jones, Mario 
Andretti and Rollie Beale all 
double titlists.

In 24 previous James-O’Connor 
races, only Pancho Carter ever has 
won 3 and he did it consecutively, 
in 1974, ’75 and ’76. But Larry 
Dickson, USAC’s only 3-time 
national sprint champion never 
won a James-O’Connor race...or 
any other at Salem. Four other 
titlists in the years since 1953 
share that dubious distinction of 
not winning the Autumn classic.

One of them, Don Branson, 
ranks 2nd in all-time Salem wins 
with 6, but couldn’t find victory 
lane in the James-O’Connor Me­
morial. The winningest Salem 
driver of them all, Troy Ruttman, 
got all of his features before the 
race was inaugurated.

James-O’Connor winners have

The Joe James-Pat O’Connor 
Memorial is the longest con­
tinually-run memorial race in 
major sprint competition pre­
dating the United States Auto 
Club. It began as the Joe James 
Memorial at Salem Speedway, in 
southern Indiana, on October 4th, 
1953.

The race was the brainchild of 
promoter Russ Barnard. He got 
the idea of a memorial to his 
good friend Joe James after he 
was killed in a triple-A champion­
ship race at Sacramento, Califor­
nia, the final race of the 1952 
season.

Barnard had gotten close to 
James when the Mississippi-bred 
driver came to race at Salem. After 
the races, Joe would frequently 
stay in Salem and fish with 
Barnard or go squirrel hunting for 
a few days.



I

James-O’Connor
Memorial Winners races!

TOM’S HOME/

IMPROVEMENT

Junction 445 and 34
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REDKEN® Make The Race More Exciting
Come in and choose from our good selection

accounted for 9 Indianapolis 500 
victories...4 by Fqyt, 2 by Bobby 
Unser and one each by Sweikert, 
Jones and Andretti. The next 500 
winner may well be racing here 
today.

YEAR
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968

Open Tues.-Fri. 8 AM-6 PM, Sat. 8 AM-12 Noon 
Tuesday Evenings Reserved for Men

1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978

Sam Sessions
Gary Bettenhausen 
Rollie Beale 
Lee Kunzman
Tom Bigelow 
Pancho Carter 
Pancho Carter 
Pancho Carter 

““Pancho Carter
Rich Vogler 

'Deceased
“First 2-time winner 

““First 4-time winner

DRIVER
'Larry “Crash” Crockett
'Pat O’Connor
‘Bob Sweikert
'Eddie Sachs
'Pat O’Connor
'Eddie Sachs
A.J. Foyt
Parnelli Jones
Parnelli Jones
A.J. Foyt
Roger McCluskey
Mario Andretti
Bobby Linser
Mario Andretti
Sonny Ates
Rollie Beale

SIDING
Aluminum, Steel and Vinyl 

Garages
Call Collect 812/723-3746

Paoli, Indiana

WANT TO REALLY SEE THE RACE? 
A Pair of Binoculars Will

I

24 Hour Wrecker Service 
PHONE 825-5783

SALEM CAMERA SHOP
104 S. Main Salem

(Just South Side of Court House)

SUBURBAN STYLES
“BEAUTY IS OUR BUSINESS” • COMPLETE HAIR 

STYLING FOR MEN & WOMEN
We Use and Recommend

I®
ifegi

Call 883-6300 Salem
(Located on Hwy. 60, Next to Bata Shoes)

EGAN AUTO 
PARTS & SALES, 

INC.
“Think Smart...Buy Guaranteed and 

Recycled Auto Parts”
We Buy and Sell Late Model Auto Salvage

Hours: 8-5 
Mon.-Fri., 
8-2 Sat.

auDo



During Last Year’s October Open
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RACE FANS WELCOME! ROMINE
MORRISON

24-hr. RESTAURANT

☆ CHARLIE MORRISON, OWNER ☆

Breakfast Anytime - Biscuits & Gravy

Phone 883-9831

PENNINGTONf C&F PHARMACY
RexaUPLATING STOREYOUR

&

frank McClellan

SPECIALIZING
CHAMP CARS
SPRINT CARS

South Side of Square

Salem Speedway — Page 16

I N C.^INDUSTRIES

Highway 56, on West Edge 
Of Salem

The First Place To Eat After You Leave 
The Track, The Last Place On Your Way 

To The Track!!

CUSTOM PLATING IS OUR BUSINESS 
NOT ASIDELINE

CYCLE PARTS, HOT RODS, CLASSIC CARS

“Your COMPLETE Engine House” 
Crankshaft Grinding 

Hard Chroming Balancing 
USAC Magnaflux Station #55

• BEDS
• WHEEL CHAIRS

• COMMODES
• WALKERS-CRUTCHES

• TRUSSES - BRACES

HOSPITAL & INVALID 
EQUIPMENT

. RENTAL & SALES

LOW • HIGH 
VARI-HITE

505 S. Illinois St. 317/635-5588
Indianapolis, Indiana 46225

Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs.: 8 AM—6 PM
Wed., Fri„ Sat.: 8 AM-9 PM

SALEM, INDIANA

AUTHORIZED PHARMACY 
INSURANCE PLANS
* BLUE CROSS

(IND. &KY.) |
* PSC * ANETA
* PAID * TRAVELERS
MEDICAL ASSISTANCE)

RX'S FILLED
SENIOR CITIZEN'S 

DISCOUNTS
* LIQUOR-WINES
* COSMETICS

(COSMETOLOGIST
ON DUTY)

CHARGE CARDS HONORED
AUTHORIZED MEDICARE PROVIDER

DIAL SALEM 883-2102
EMERGENCY PHONE 883-5451

“When you think of Chrome—Think of C & F"
3907 EAST 26TH STREET INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46218



FEATURE EVENT Laps Time
CARDRIVER

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
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FINISHING 
POSITION

STARTING 
POSITION

CAR 
NUMBER



MIDWEST MFG. CO.

aoO nfc Call 482-1677Box 294

JASPER, IND.

k

I
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GARAGE#

Jiata 
fLatci 
foatci 
Jlata

Metal Buildings 
Aluminum Siding 

Roofing
All Types Construction 

Garages • Pole Buildings

• BULLDOZING • GRADING
• LOADING and HAULING
• EARTH and ROCK 

MOVING

Roads • Streets
Industrial Areas 
Driveways • Parking Lots

Excavating 
Paving

TEMPLE
&

TEMPLE

SHOEMAKER 
TO THE WORLD

MIDWEST DIVISION 
SALEM, INDIANA 47167

Call Pekin 
967-3697 or 967-3798 

Pekin, Ind.

WELCOME
TO SALEM 

and

The
Salem

Super Speedway

F

• A.
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Open Competition, October 22, 1978. Man/ Carman, 
Union City, Mich. [Photo by W.R. Telle]

Winner Solar Feature Open Competition, October 22, 
1978. Chuck Ciprich [36]. [Photo by W.R. Telle]

IM

Dave Roahrig [24], Plymouth, Ind.
[Photo by Don Vandeventer]

Salem Century, April 9, 1978—Mark Martin [2], 
Batesville, Ark.; John Anderson [30], Massillon, Ohio;

Salem Speedway — Page 19
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There’s nothing like winning Open Competition, Oct.
22, 1978. Chuck Ciprich. [Photo by W.R. Telle]

- ■ , * wr,.



ARCA, July 3, 1977.

[Photo by Tom Davidson]

(Photo by Tom Davidson)

YELLOW CHECKERGREEN WHITE

Salem Speedway — Page 20

ARCA—Trophy Dash, July 3, 1977 
— Bobby Sands (43), Delmar Clark 
(21), Moose Myers (0), Bill Green 
(49).

Starters FLAG SIGNALS 

5 5
RED BLACK BLUE

GREEN FLAG — Used to start race — indicates track is BLACK FLAG — Stop next lap for consultation to driver 
clear. designated.
YELLOW FLAG — Caution; hold position. Parade lap BLUE FLAG — Orange diagnol stripe. Move over, you 
speed. are being lapped.
RED FLAG — Stop; race is halted. WHITE FLAG — You are entering last lap.

CHECKERED FLAG — You are finished.
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<1 &Pancho Carter [44], [Photo by Mark H. Beer]

IO

Well, I Never. Rollie Beal. [Photo by Bob Telle]
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Bill Cassella [29], Chuck Gurney [41].
[Photo by Jim Cooling]

As a crewman holds the trophies and ducks away, John 
Anderson pops open the champagne bottle after 
winning the Salem Century April 9, 1978.

[Photo by Jim Elliott]



Thompson's
ChekdQuality 24 HOUR AMBULANCE SERVICE

COMPLETE

ITALIAN
c MENU

PHONE

883-6296
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MARIANN

and
RESTAURANT

Call Collect for Reservations

812-752-3396

☆ ASPHALT PAVING CONTRACTORS ☆
☆ UTILITY CONTRACTORS ☆

EASTERN INDIANA 
ASPHALT, INC.

SWIMMING POOL COLOR TV 
GOOD FOOD

Ice Cream & Dairy Products 
at Your Store or at Your Door

Washington County 
Medical Services

BOB SHIELDS 
INSURANCE AGENCY

PHONE 317-584-1775 
Winchester, Indiana

INSURE WITH US...With Confidence! 
for All Your Insurance Needs

107 N. High, Salem 883-2305

☆ Oxygen ☆ Medical 
Supplies

Phone 883-6912 or 883-6913
SALEM, INDIANA

WELCOME RACE FANS
TO SALEM’S ONLY COMPLETE 

ITALIAN FOOD CENTER
PIZZERIA

RESTAURANT

For Genuine Italian Style Pizza
CORNER OF ARTHUR AND HIGH ST. 

SALEM, INDIANA
Open Daily 11 AM — Closed Mondays 

Joe and Rosa Pizzo and Son Dominick
Invite You In Before or After the Races...

Open ’till 11 PM Race Day

On Interstate 65, 19 Miles from 
Salem Speedway

TRAVEL INN
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Timber-r-r-r-r-r. [Photo by Cecil J. Smith]

[Photos by Bob Telle]

“Any Place, Any Time”. Ronnie Wilcox wrecker pulling block bleachers apart. [Photo by Cecil J. Smith]
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Eastern Indiana Asphalt of Winchester, Indiana hard at 
work.



dyed-in-the-wool auto racing fan.

wall by
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each
for

HANDLING—General behavior of a car at speed: how well it 
“sticks” and corners

HOT DOG —A top driver
LOSE IT—To have car get out of control
NERFING—Making deliberate contact with another car
NOMEX—Brand of flame-resistant fabric used in drivers’ 

uniforms
OVER HIS HEAD—Driving beyond capability of driver, car or 

track condition
POLE—The first (inside front row) position in a starting 

lineup
RIDE—Assignment of a driver to a given car (“he got a ride 

in the number 32 car”)
ROLL CAGE—Cage-type structure of tubular steel to protect 

driver in accidents
SANITARY—A pretty, well-constructed race car
SHOES (also SKINS or RUBBER)—Tires
SPINOUT—To lose control and execute change of direction 

without leaving wheels
SPOILER—An air deflector across the rear of stock cars, 

intended to provide a downward force to rear wheels
STICKING—Car handling or holding track well at speed
STROKING —Driver running at less than top speed, to save 

his car (sometimes seen in longer races)
STUFFED, WALLED—DU'er forced 

another car
TRAFFIC—Same as on the freeway—lots of cars in the way!

WEIGHT-JACKING—Adjustments made at 
provide different weight distribution

WEDGE, 
wheel of car to 
improved handling

Drivers
Have Own Language

By Stew Reamer, 
Editor-Publisher,

Racing Promotion Monthly
“The car was pushing going in, so we changed the stagger, 

and it’s really sticking now..."
"I had a wheel up on him in three, and that cowboy 

slammed the door on me...”
“I was alongside him on the white lap, but he scraped me 

off in traffic..."
If you understand any of those conversations, chances are 

you are a dyed-in-the-wool auto racing fan. Among the 
fascinations of America’s second most popular spectator sport 
are the mysteries of racing's inner sanctum, the pit area, where 
a language is spoken that is as foreign to the uninitiated as 
Swahili.

Other sports attractions have their own jargon, too, but 
most baseball and football fans, literally raised on the 
languages of those sports, understand and speak them fluently. 
Auto racing, because of its mechanical aspects and the 
complexities of its many classes, retains an aura of mystery for 
the casual fan.

Speedway officials volunteered to translate the above pit 
conversations. The first driver said the front end of his car was 
drifting toward the outside (“pushing”) entering turns (“going 
in"). The remedy was to change the “stagger”; race cars use a 
larger-circumference tire on the outside rear wheel, because it 
travels farther on an oval track, and a change in tire 
circumference can change the handling characteristics of the 
car. Now the car will “stick" or adhere to the track better.

The driver who “got the door slammed" on him was partway 
alongside another car (“had a wheel up on him") going into the 
third turn, when the “cowboy” (a wild driver) cut him off 
sharply.

And the third driver was saying that as he pulled even with 
the car ahead of him on the final (white flag) lap, the driver of 
that car overtook some slower cars (“traffic”), and forced him to 
drop back behind him (“scraped me off”).

Track officials offered the following brief glossary of racing 
terms and slang—so if you should have an opportunity to visit 
the racing pits, you’ll be able to nod sagely while listening to 
conversations like the above.

BACK OFF—Decelerate, usually going into a turn
BITE—Traction; car with good bite is “sticking” well
BLOWN ENGINE—Major failure of engine at speed
BROKE—General term when car has mechanical failure; “he 

broke”
CAMBER— Angle of right front wheel, used to help 

compensate for severe transfer of weight to that wheel in 
corners

CHOP—To cut off another car attempting inside pass (same 
as "slamming the door”)

CHUTE—either straightaway of track, usually referred to as 
front or back chute

COMPOUND—Rubber mixture or relative hardness of racing 
tires

COMING OFF—Exiting a turn
COOKER—A very hot day, on which engines tend to “cook” 

or overheat
COWBOY —A wild or very erratic driver, usually “over his 

head"
DRAFTING—Following closely behind another car to take 

advantage of decreased wind resistance and a vacuum effect 
(used on longer tracks)

DRIFT—A controlled four-wheel slide, used in cornering on 
dirt tracks

FLAT OUT—Driving at top speed; wide open
FLIP—Car rolling over
FOOTPRINT—Area of tire contact with track
GOING IN —Entering a turn
GROOVE—Fastest pattern around a given track; usually out 

wide in straightaways, close inside on turns

into crash
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Up — up — and — away. #5 Larry Zent

Aftermath. #9 Walt Grady

Midwest 300. #9

Photos by Don Hudson Sr.
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Unwanted ventilation 
Walt Grady

Prior to rough exit. #38 Paul Stuerenberg, #62 Bill 
Bartholomew

Over and out — trying for the Altitude 
Record? First of 5 over the wall at the 1978 
“Midwest 300.” #9 Walt Grady
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Reed Cams has become the leading oval track 
cam manufacturer for two good reasons:

• Cams and related valve train components
• Complete cylinder head porting and polishing
• Complete intake manifold porting and polishing
• Competition carburetion systems
• Complete racing engines

• 2 Personal service

r

• Extensive cross-country travel to attend races
• Personal involvement with drivers and crews
• Sponsors for

NASCAR, IMSA, IHRA
Major short tracks in the East and Southeast

REED CAMS, INC.
114 NEW STREET 
DECATUR, GEORGIA 30030 k
(404) 373-3121 Z 

■ /

• Complete dyno facilities
• Cylinder head and carburetion flow benches
• Complete machine shop

I

#1 The best products and facilities that money can buy

I,  
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Open Competition, Oct. 22, 1978, #6 
Bobby Bell, #74 Bob Seelman.

[Photo by Bob Telle]

#6 Bobby 
smoke,

leaves 
bent

of 
and

Before #6 Bobby Bell. 

[Photo Bob Telle]

Bell 
rubber, 

various parts between 3rd and 4th
Bob Seelman, Lansing, 

[Photo by Don Hudson]

a trail 
metal

After just one of the slight 
alterations in car design, #6 Bobby 
Bell, Oct. 22, 1978.

[Photo by Don Hudson]

turn. #74 
Mich.



■

A Pack Of Action by Jack Gladback [63]
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NIEBEL
IAUTO & MACHINE PORSCHE SALES 911, 914, 914 CHALON

Pond»?nsc

BODIES ☆ RACING ENGINES
i

• Discount Porsche O.E.M. Parts •

3305 Jonesville Road

Call 376-0847
JL lai

I <

I 
I

Columbus, Indiana I

We stock most major brands oval track equpiment 
aluminum tube, sheet, fittings, and steel alloy tubing.
• Engine building • Race car fabrication and repair
• Custom tank fabrication

One of the newest Roadside Hotels 
in Southern Indiana

» ■

Automotive Services 
Diversified

COMPLETE 
MODERN 
MACHINE 
SHOP

Rebuilding ☆ Complete Restoration 
Back To 

Factory Specification

223 STEEDLEY DR. 
LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 40214 

PHONE 361-1138

WE BALANCE AND 
BUILD THE HOT 

ONES

NIEBEL-HICKS RACE CARS
R.R. 1, Box 2314

Edinburgh, Indiana 46124
Phone 317/729-5430

>
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HOOSIER HILLS COUNTRY DINING
In Raiders Room

NIGHTLY ENTERTAINMENT
Bee Hive Lounge 
OPEN SUNDA YS 
5 P.M. till Midnite

TAKE HIGHWAY 56 EAST
20 Miles East of Salem

On Hwy. 56 at Interstate 65
SCOTTSBURG, IND.

GLEN A. NIEBEL
Owner

812-752-2212 A I
\\ Y 
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Porsche,
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LOCATIONS

SALEM, IND. & HARDINSBURG, IND.

The
State Bank
Of Salem

Branch Bank At Hardinsburg Ind

$40,000
IISItAICE 

FOI EACI 
•EMSITII

Each depositor insured to >40,000

FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION


