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RICH EICHELBERGER
No. 93 - Dillsburg 
2nd Place -1880 Points 
1 Feature Win
12 Top Five Finishes -19 Top Ten 
1 Heat Win -1 Consi Win 
Qualified For Every Feature Event 

A very fine season for the Rich Eichelberger-Walt 
Bigler team. The mild-mannered Eichelberger was 
close to the front all season. He was out of the top 
ten only four times all season and did not crash on­
ce. The broad shouldered charger excells in long 
distance events. He was second twice and third 
once in thirty five lap events. Rich placed second 
for the third'time in the annual Sportsman 100. 
Sprint car racing is Rich’s plan for the future.

- --- l. .... . ,if - AtC.•* - ...DWIGHT LEIB
No. 2 Mechanicsburg 
3rd Place -1835 Points 
4 Feature Wins
11 Top Five Finishes -17 Top Ten 
3 Heat Wins -1 Consi Win 
Qualified For Every Feature Event 

Dwight acquired the consistency that he needed 
this season. He moved from the ranks of the oc­
casional fast to a constant top finisher. Excellent in 
double point races with the Memorial weekend 
win, a third on July 4th and sixth on Labor Day. 
Looked like the man to beat at the halfway point of 
the season. Dwight, the leader of the racing Leibs, 
campaigned a pair of Joe Kuhn prepared machines 
throughout the year.
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MAYNARD YINGST
No. 88 - Linglestown 
4th Place -1825 Points 
1 Feature Win - Track Record
I Heat Win
II Top Five Finishes - 21 Top Ten 
Failed to Qualify 1 Time

A young driver who really came into his own in 
1978. In only his third year of competition, 
Maynard has developed into a consistent top run­
ner. His twenty-one top ten finishes was tops for 
the Sportsman ranks. His first feature win ever at 
Silver Springs came in the fourth week of the 
season and he did it in grand style, breaking the 
track record.
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FRED PUTNEY
No. 71 - Mechanicsburg 
8th Place - 1270 Points 
2 Feature Wins 
12 Top Ten Finishes 
6 Heat Wins - 4 Consi Wins 
Failed to Qualify 2 Times

Fred Putney would just as soon forget the first 
half of the 1978 season. Until his feature win in 
July, Fred had finished only three feature events. 
After that time, he was in the top ten in all but three 
feature events. A complete turnaround. The Hurley 
71 was fast enough with six heat wins and four 
consi wins. Fred set a new ten lap track record of 
3.023 in one of his heat wins.

LEE PARTHEMORE
No. 47 - Linglestown 
9th Place -1160 Points 
12 Top Ten Finishes 
3 Heat Wins -1 Consi Win 
Failed to Qualify 6 Times

Veteran driver, Mr. Lee was in the thick of the 
battle again this season. Fifth on the all time feature 
winner list, Lee failed to crack winners circle in 
1978. He was very close on several occasions as 
his four second place finishes indicate. The 47 
was plagued by mechanical problems throughout 
the season. Look for Lee to be in the new Jerry 
Burkett machine in 1979.

PAUL KLINE
No. 75 - Wrightsville 
10th Place -1150 Points
I Feature Win
II Top Ten Finishes 
1 Consi Win
Failed to Qualify 7 Times

Paul missed the first month of the season due to 
health reasons. When Paul was ready to go racing 
he purchased the Ted Althouse 3. He started out 
good and got better. After winning on June 17, 
Paul had a streak of four top three feature finishes 
in five weeks. He only had to run the consi one 
time and he won that event. A fine fifth place finish 
in the Sportsman 100 capped a successful 
season.



ROGER FICKETT
No. 66 - Boiling Springs 
Tied for 11 th -1005 Points 
6 Top Ten Finishes 
1 Consi Win
Failed to Qualify 4 Times

First time in the top fifteenth for this third year 
driver. A really fine year for Roger and his crew. 
Roger improved in every category during the 1978 
season. Out of his six top ten finishes, two oc­
curred in double point races and his third place 
finish was in the Memorial weekend race. Roger 
capped his season by placing eighth in the Spor­
tsman 100.

VANCE YINGER
No. 20 - Elizabethtown
Tied for 11 th Place - 1 005 Points
6 Top Ten Finishes
3 Consi Wins
Failed to Qualify 6 Times

A good season for Vance and his yellow 20. Van­
ce made nineteen feature events and fifteen times 
he qualified through the consi. This put the 20 to 
the rear of the starting lineup on most nights. Three 
top twelve finishes in the three championship races 
helped his point tally. Vance’s best performance 
came the final week in brother John’s 15. Vance 
placed second after leading most of the way.

RON HEISEY
No. 56 - New Cumberland 
13th Place -1000 Points 
8 Top Ten Finishes 
1 Heat Win - 1 Consi Win 
Failed to Qualify 3 Times

Ron has been one of the Springs most consistent 
drivers over the past seasons and 1978 was no 
exception. Driving the P.H.W. 56, Ron was out of 
the top fifteen in only five feature events. With his 
consistency, Ron should have placed higher in the 
point standings, but the 56 failed to go the distan­
ce in any of the all-important double point events. A 
strong competitor in heat events, with the Ford 
powered machine Ron made seventeen main 
events through top heat finishes.



L I IMnl I HUU I
No. 39 - Dillsburg 
14th Place - 885 Points 
4 Top Ten Finishes 
1 Consi Win
Failed to Qualify 4 Times

The 1977 Rookie of the Year moved into the top 
fifteen in 1978. Lynn’s fine finish was due to his 
ability to be a consistent feature finisher. His best 
finish of the season came at a good time, the 
Memorial weekend double-point championship 
race. Towards the end of the season, the Trout 
Drywall Service sponsored 39 began to drop off 
the pace. Lynn hopes that his all new machine for 
1979 will remedy that problem.

GARY KREISER
No. 06 - Jonestown
15th Place - 710 Points
8 Top Ten Finishes
2 Heat Wins
Failed to Qualify 10 Times

Another top fifteen finish for the younger member 
of the racing Kreiser Brothers. Driving the Ford
powered 06, Gary was in the top ten over sixty 
percent of the feature races in which he competed. 
A strong competitor in the heat events with two
wins, three seconds and four fourth place finishes.
The fifth time out of six seasons that Gary cracked 
the final fifteen in points. Watch for Gary in much 
better equipment in 1979.

RICK DARHOWER
1978

SPORTSMAN
ROOKIE OF THE YEAR
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Denny Willey debuted his beautiful all new 17 mid-way thru the 
season.
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Blain Leib with the Ronnie Carr 0.

George Heist 32.Ron Powers driver of the 7. Ron has purchased the Jerry Burkett 
47 for next season.





The car comes around as Roger Fickett goes by on the inside.
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The end result. Troy was uninjured.The comes down hard on its wing.
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Lynn Trout 39 and Dick Kuhn 46.Harold Wike 1 and Rich Eichelberger 93.

Bill Heckerts crashed 82.Ed Painter 53 and Ira Geesey tangle in turn one.



1978 FINAL SPORTSMAN POINT STANDINGS
465Ray Garver 

Howie Locke 
Denny Willey 
Dick Kuhn 
Lanny Hake
Elvin Felty 
Ron Powers 
Clyde Swartz 
George Heist 
Ed Painter 
Donald Kreiser 
Marty Troutman 
William Strube 
Dennis Gross 
Ken Brown 
Kim March 
Bill Heckert 
Norman Fink 
Troy Funck 
Lloyd Boyer 
Les Adams 
Stewart Gamble

36 John Murphy 
Rich Eichelberger 
A.D. Leib 
Maynard Yingst 
Butch Kreiser 
Gary Wolford 
Ron Kreitzer 
Fred Putney 
Lee Parthemore 
Paul Kline 
Roger Fickett 
Vance Yinger 
Ron Heisey 
Lynn Trout 
Gary Kreiser 
Fred Locke 
Rick Darhower 
Earl Leib 
Harold Wike 
Ira Geesey 
John Stoner 
Jerry Wolfe 
Don Wolfe

001 242010
1880
1835
1825
1585
1410
1360
1270
1160
1150
1005
1005
1000

415212 93 25
385172623
3404627884
3009128075

96 9031 3
507 7032 7

8 71 6033 35
779 5034 32
7510 3035 53
6611 1536 06
2012 037 05

13 56 038 69
8853914 039 69
7100615 01940
6951016 041 26
685617 042 82
6600218 043 98
61019 1 043 68
5407620 33 045
5354 021 46 29
52551 022 8147
4701423

THE FASTEST TIMES OF 1978

MAYNARD YINGST 

TWENTY-FIVE LAPS 

7:50.9
TRACK RECORD

FRED PUTNEY 

TEN LAPS 

3:02.3
TRACK RECORD

BUTCH KREISER 

ONE LAP 

18.82
m
I;









165Roger Hoon73272245Don Comerer 130Jim Snyder28 672040Craig Shover 125Richard O’Hara29 451905Ed Jones 120Dave Polteger30 21690Bill Burns 120Tim Goodling31 211625Denny Deitch 120Ted Fleegal89321570Bob Moyer 115Glenn Comp33 521560Dave Suhr 105Steve Kauffman08341500Paul Orendo Jim Shuttlesworth 7080351320Jay Jones Jim Bernheisel 4536 1191210Gregg Myers 45Biff Rice37 001040Charles Kope 25Tom Rudy0238995Denny Barrick 20Bill Slade22a39940Brad Beecher 20Lloyd Kreiser4140885Dennis Kennedy 0Steve Hake3241785Darrell Kreiser 60Ron Walborn0442720Gordie Kohr 30Dave Suhr43 4670Norm Mundis 0Earl Hoon7344625Roger Wiles George Hackenbery 01145515Steve Palmer 0Jeff Smith1146365Trace Sprecher 0Don Comp4447360Jack Adams 0Bill Clouser2648300Gene Sheaffer 0Dean Schopf16149290Jeff Black 0Randy Landwater2050275John Beckey 0Robert Michael1351260Dave Kimmel 0Carl Bellet22a52Galen Schoffstall 255
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TWENTY LAPSTEN LAPS
DONCOMERERPAUL ORENDOPAUL ORENDO

7:18.43:33.020:83V*’*

TRACK RECORD TRACK RECORDTRACK RECORD
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DENNY DEITCH
No. 49 - Carlisle 
5th Place -1625 Points 
15 Top Five Finishes 
2 Heat Wins -1 Consi Win 
Failed to Qualify 2 Times

The third straight fifth place finish for Denny and 
his 49er. Whenever he completed the full distan­
ce, Denny had his machine in the top five. This in­
cluded three top five finishes in the three double 
point races and a third place finish in the Early 
Modified 50. The Deitch racing team will move to j 
Late Model competition next season. j
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BOB MOYER
No. 6 - Hummeistown 
6th Place - 1 570 Points 
1 6 Top Ten Finishes 
1 Consi Win
Failed to Qualify 2 Times

A sub-par year for Bob. While many drivers would 
be thrilled by a sixth place finish, it it not what Bob 
is used to. However, few drivers have enjoyed the 
success that Bob has over the years. Always a 
consistent front runner, this year was no exception 
as the Beck-Snyder 6 was in the top ten sixteen 
times. Look for a new Denny Beck Ford for Bob 
next season.
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DAVE “SNOOPY” SUHR
No. 1 - Penbrook 
7th Place -1560 Points 
15 Top Ten Finishes 
1 Heat Win
Failed to Qualify 1 Time

The third straight top ten finish for Dave. Always a 
consistent driver, Dave’s style has him finishing 
most of the races that he enters. Back in April, 
Dave finished second having led the race up until 
the final turn. A veteran of many seasons, this is 

driver who knows the fast way around anyone
track at which he competes. With Daves long time 
car owner, Neil Deimler calling it quits, Dave is 
looking for a ride for the 1979 season.
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CHARLES KOPE
No. 116 - Harrisburg 
11 th Place -1040 Points 
7 Top Ten Finishes 
2 Heat Wins -1 Consi Win 
Failed to Qualify 3 Times

A quiet performer who got the job done 
throughout the 1978 season. The highest finisher 
of all the newcomers to the top fifteen. A con­
sistent finisher, Charlie was aided by his eighth, 
eleventh and thirteenth place finish in double point 
races. He ran in all but three feature events.

DENNIS BARRICK
No. 76 - Newville 
1 2th Place - 995 Points 
8 Top Ten Finishes 
3 Consi Wins 
Failed to Qualify 4 Times

Congratulations are certainly in order for Denny 
Barrick who cracked the top fifteen for the first 
time. Driving his new Camaro, Denny was very 
competitive all season with his top ten finishes. He 
cashed in for a fine sixth place finish in the Early 
Modified 50. He qualified for the majority of the 
feature events via the consi. This put the 76 to the 
rear of the feature starting grid and made Denny 
really work for those top finishes.

»
BRAD BEECHERA :j

i No. 75 - Enola 
13th Place - 940 Points 
11 Tpp Ten Finishes 
2 Heat Wins - 3 Consi Wins 
Competed in 13 Races

Brad began the 1978 season by being unsure as 
to his plans. The afternoon of opening night, the 
crew began working on their 1977 machine. That 
night Brad placed second. Later in the season, a 
new car was unveiled but Brads future problems 
would not be with his car. On the night of the Early 
Mod 50, the leaders car and Brads 75 made con­
tact. The end result was the black flag given to 
Brad. He did not compete for the remainder of the

i
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season.





Norm Mundis turned in many fine performances behind the
Gordie Kohr in the Tommy’s Country Tavern 57. wheel of the 77.
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Steve Palmer 0 won many heat races this season.Roger Wiles 62 completed for the first half of the season.
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Trace Sprecher drove the 90 for his second year of racing.Jeff Black’s 34 got wiped out in the mechanics race.

Johnny Beckey had a sub-par year with the Boyd s Auto Supply
Dave Kimmel drove his Mustang 138. 59.



Gregg Myers 74 and Don Comerer 61.

Turn two action.Trace Sprecher 90 and Galen Schoffstall 93.

■iEd Jones 29 and Paul Orendo 3 in one of their classic battles.The start of another exciting heat event.

V

Steve Palmer 0 gets together with Jay Jones 69.. Gene Sheaffer 71 and Paul Orendo 3 airborne while Denny 
Barrick 76 crashes in.

• • ,
lil



Ted Fleegle 89 and Denny Deitch 49.Ron Heisey 56 and Howie Locke 21.

Lynn Trout 39 gets a good look at Rick Darhower’s right front.Ron Kreitzer 50, Maynard Yingst 88 and Fred Putney 71.

First turn mix-up.Murphy 36, Yingst 88 and Parthemore 47.

The Locke racing team * Howie and Fred.Ira Geesey 76 and Earl Leib 02 pile ’em up.
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SILVER SPRING SPEEDWAY 

1979 Opening Date - April 7
The Action Track
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