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SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY
1977 SCHEDULE

March 20 “Icebreaker 50” USAC Sprints 50-Lap Feature

April 9 “Spring Roundup” USAC Midgets 50-Lap Feature

May 30 “Memorial Day 200” USAC Sprints and Midgets Double Twin-50 Features

3rd Annual “National 200” ARCA Late Model StocksJuly 3 200-Lap Feature

July 4 “Independence 100” USAC Sprints Twin-50 Features

“Southland Century” ARCA Late Model StocksAugust 14 1 00-Lap Feature

“Labor Day 100” USAC Sprints and MidgetsSeptember 5 Twin-50 Features

September 18 ARCA Late Model Stocks 1 00-Lap Feature

October 2 “Joe James-Pat O’Connor Memorial” USAC Sprints 50-Lap Feature

October 23 6th Annual “Midwest 300” ASA Late Model Stocks Triple 100-Lap Features

October 30 “Halloween Treat” USAC Midgets 50-Lap Feature

In case of bad weather, listen to WIBC Radio, Indianapolis, 1070 on your AM Dial, or WHAS Radio, Louisville. 840 on your AM Dial 
for information on postponements and re-scheduled dates.



July 4, 1977

TO OUR FRIENDS AND FELLOW RACE FANS:

Sincerely,
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—9K -DAVID ARMSTRONG
MANAGER

Sherman Armstrong
Owner
SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY

BILL DONNELLA
PROMOTER

"ALEM
AJPER 
PEEDWAY

Welcome to SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY. We’ve added the word “Super” to the name of our track because 
we feel that our track and our racing are truly super. No expense has been spared to improve our facilities and 
racing programs.

This weekend we’re celebrating the 30th anniversary of the track. It was on June 22nd, 1947, that Salem 
Speedway held its first race, a Tri pie-A sprint race. We’re paying tribute to the former owners and promoters 
who have contributed to the track’s history as one of the fastest half-miles in the country.

The first phase of our improvement program has increased speeds and safety. For the first time in years the 
track has been completely resurfaced. The 4th turn pedestrian bridge has been removed giving better visability 
and making pit access safer. The pits have been widened and lengthened and a concrete lineup strip has been 
put in.

For you fans we’ve installed a new, fully-integrated sound system, new concessions equipment and a new 
line of reasonably-priced, tasty food is being served. We’ve added portable toilets to the infield and outside the 
track for comfort and convenience.

Our racing programs, too, have been upgraded offering more variety and special events than ever before. 
And we’re keeping ticket prices at a level which will permit families to attend our events without overextending 
their entertainment budgets.

All of this is designed to make your visits to SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY enjoyable and memorable. If you 
have any suggestions to help us improve our service, please drop us a line and we will do our best to follow 
them up. Have a good time and come back often.

P. O. BOX 330 • SALEM, INDIANA 47167
(812) 883-3781

AlVIlnc.
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INSIDE BACK COVER

SPRING ROUNDUP DUEL—Dana Carter (3) gets by early feature Rich Vogler (8) 
before sidelined by mechanical ills. Vogler went on to win the April 9, 1977 
race. (Morrison Racing Photo)

ICEBREAKER 50 ACTION—Bob Frey (16) noses in front of 
James McElreath (8), eventual winner, as the two lap Mack 
McClellan (78) and Steve Chassey (35) in March 20, 1977, 
feature. (Photo by Jack Gladback)



SALEM THROUGH THE YEARS
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Offy #8, the first of 3 in a row by “The 
Flying Dutchman.”

After Hinnershitz 2nd win July 4th, 
Summers took a partner, Salem sawmill 
operator Everett Roberts who, later that 
year, became sole owner of the track. 
The day Hinnershitz won his 3rd, August 
3rd, the late, great Spider Webb lowered 
the racing qualification mark to below 22 
seconds . . . 21.80 and a speed of 
82.568 miles per hour!

Webb came back to win the 20-lap 
sprint features September 14th and 
October 19th. Midgets made their first 
appearance on Salem’s high banks to 
close out the 1947 season on October 
26th with a 100-lap feature won by 
Wally Stokes.

1948 opened a 5-race season with 
the midgets and a 25-lap feature won by 
Frank Buranyon April 18th. Webb made 
it 3 sprint wins in a row topping the April

ONE OF THE JONES BOYS—It didn’t take 
Parnelli Jones long to master Salem’s 
high-banked pavement. He won his first 
feature there the first year he came to 
USAC, in 1960.

(From personal collection of Marge Donnella)

TWO OF THE GREAT ONES—Indianap­
olis 500 winner Bob Sweikert and sprint 
ace Don Branson conversing in the pits 
at Salem before a 1950’s race. Sweikert 
died shortly afterward in a racing crash, 
Branson followed several years later.

(From Salem Files)

FIRST JAMES - O’CONNOR WINNER — 
Always a favorite interview subject, his 
talkative nature and cheerful manner often 
overshadowed the driving ability of Eddie 
Sachs, who won the opning “Jo James-Pat 
O’Connor Memorial” in 1958

(From personal collection of Marge Donnella)

NAME THE DRIVERS—How many remember the participants in this 1964 back- 
stretch spin at Salem? The action came during the “James-O’Connor Memorial.

(Photo by Lloyd Masing) 

25th field in the Vance #2. Then it was 
the immortal Ted Horn winning a mid­
May sprint in his Horn Enterprises #1.

Number 4 for Spider came June 27th, 
the day Jackie Holmes guided his 
Dreyer Offy around the high banks in the 
unheard of time of 20.09, a speed of 
89.596 miles per hour, the fastest ever 
on a dirt track at that time. Hinnershitz 
won his 4th sprint at Salem on August 
29th to close out 1948 and signal the 
end to the track's dirt surface.

Before the 1949 season, Roberts 
paved the big half-mile. He opened it up 
to the Triple-A sprinters on May 22nd 
and youthful Troy Ruttman promptly 
lowered the qualifying record to 19.91 
seconds, a speed of 90.406, and won 
the feature in his Malloy Offy #4. He 
used the same car to win the next race 
June 26th. Then Mel Hansen took over 

(Continued on next page)

nearly identical
the

For 30 years Midwest racing fans 
have travelled to the west edge of 
Salem, in scenic southern Indiana’s 
gently rolling hills, to watch their 
favorite drivers hurtle around one of 
the fastest half-mile auto race 
tracks in the country.

At one time or another most of 
the nation’s top sprint, midget and 
stock car drivers have tried the 
“hills” with varying success. Some 
have found fame and fortune, 
others have lost their lives. Owners 
and promoters have come and 
gone, some singing the praises of 
Salem Speedway, other cursing 
the day they became involved.

It all started shortly after World 
War II. A young Washington county 
man serving in the U.S. Air Force 
conceived the dream of such a 
track. As soon as James Summers 
was discharged he went to work to 
make his dream a reality.

Summers’ track was patterned 
after Funk’s (now Winchester) 
Speedway. The dimensions and 
configuration were 
even to the grandstands and 
infield access bridge, near the 4th 
turn at Salem instead of at the 1st 
turn as at Winchester.

Salem Speedway officially opened 
June 22nd, 1947, with a Triple-A-sanc- 
tioned sprint race on the oiled dirt sur­
face. The fast qualifying run was turned 
in by Clay Corbitt in his Johnson Offy ... 
a time of 23.06 seconds, 78.057 miles 
per hour. The 20-lap feature was won 
by Tommy Hinnershitz, in the Riverside
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Through The Years
Ruttman’s ride and won on July 24th. 
Bill Mackey broke the Malloy Offy string 
on August 21 st, but Ruttman put it back 
in victory circle October 9th. That made 
3 wins by Ruttman, 4 by his sprint car in 
1949.

The midgets again closed the .season 
with Pete Romcevich winning the 20-lap 
feature. Duane Carter, Sr., set a qualify­
ing mark of 20.34 seconds.

The 1950 season at Salem was a 
busy one with 8 races, 6 sprints and 2 
midgets. Carter won the 1 st two sprints, 
then a midget. His string was duplicated 
by Ruttman who won the next two 
sprints and the second midget show, a 
50-lapper.

Carter was back for a sprint win in 
September and the late Jimmy Daywalt 
won the final 1950 race. After the sea­
son, Roberts sold the Salem track to 
Russell Barnard, of Salem, and Hank 
Lammers, of Terre Haute, a partnership 
which lasted 10 years.

During their tenure such names as 
George Tichenor, Jack McGrath, Joe 
James, Gene Force, Bob Sweikert, 
Larry Crockett, Mike Nazaruk, Pat 
O’Connor, Andy Linden, Eddie Sachs, 
Don Branson, A. J. Foyt and Parnelli 
Jones were added to the list of winners 
at Salem.

—Cylinder Boring Locating
Off of Mains

—Block Decking Off The Mains
—Line Boring
—Competition Valve Grinding
—Balancing
—Head Milling
— Duffy's Rods & Pistons
—Sunnen Line Honing
—Sunnen Automatic

Cylinder Honing
—J & E, Forgedtrue,

T.R.W. & Jahns Racing
Pistons

—Crane & Crower, and General
Kinetics Racing Cams

—Hilborn & Crower
Injections

—Hard Chrome Cranks
—Manley Products
—Hays Clutches
—Clutch Flite Transmissions
—Bronze-Wall Valve Guides

HOURS:
Mon. Thru Fri. 9-9 
Sat. 9 AM - 2 PM 

Closed Sun.

COMPLETE COMPETITION ENGINE MACHINE SHOP

O’Connor, an October classic which 
has continued to the present. The 
late “Clown Prince of Racing,” 
Eddie Sachs, won the first running 
of the “Joe James-Pat O’Connor 
Memorial.” A.J. Foyt won the first 
of his two such races the following 
year, 1959. And Parnelli Jones took 
the next two.

In 1961 the track changed hands 
again. Contractor Ralph Myers, of 
Salem purchased the racing plant 
and leased it the first year of his 

(Continued on page 6)

3042 FIVE POINTS ROAD 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA

On October 13th, 1957, Jim Mc- 
Whithey lowered the sprint qualifying 
record to 18.94, the first man below 19 
seconds, a speed of 95.036.

Following the death of Joe James 
in a racing crash a memorial race in 
his honor was inaugurated in 1953 
with Larry “Crash” Crockett the first 
winner. O’Connor won the final race 
in that series in 1957, the autumn 
before his fatal wreck at the start of 
the 1958 Indianapolis 500.

From that date on the memorial 
race bore the names of James and

DIRT-TRACKER DOMINATED—The immortal “Flying Dutchman,” 
Tommy Hinnershitz, won the first three features at Salem, 4 in all, 
when the track still was oiled dirt, in 1947 and ’48.

(From personal collection of Marge Donnella)

AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING—In Salem’s earlier days, life was a little slower and 
easier. And styles, especially women’s, were different, as this picture from the 
SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY Archives shows.

353-1617 
v



DOBBINS CHEVROLET-OLDSMOBILE

1974 & 1976 USAC Sprint Car ChampionDriver Pancho Carter

For a better buy

Better drive to Scottsburg

to see "Buzzy"r
4

Just 20 miles East of Salem

■ 5 -

Chevrolet

Quality is the important Factor in Racing 
and in Business—and Quality Means

Phones: 812-752-4201 Toll Free 
Louisville Area 246-9664

£ CHEVROLET-OLDSMOBILE 7
SCOTTSBURG, IND.



Race Fans Welcome!

MORRISON
24-hr. RESTAURANT

Charlie Morrison, Owner

BREAKFAST ANYTIME-Biscuits & Gravy — Also —

Welding • Machining • Fabricating

"Come get the shaft from us"

- 6 -

Truck Shafts
Custom Made

Installation Service 
Available

Constant Velocity 
Balancing

The First Place To Eat After You 
Leave The Track, The Last Place 
On Your Way To The Track!

HIWAY 56, ON WEST EDGE OF SALEM 
Phone 883-9831

Winchester, Indiana, and a new era 
began. The founder and president 
of Armstrong Mould, Inc., one of 
the nation’s largest independent 
manufacturers of glass moulding 
equipment, Armstrong has pledged 
to completely rebuild the track and 
its facilities to make it “the best 
short track in the United States.”

He^s installed his brother David 
as manager and hired veteran Indi­
anapolis broadcaster and race track 
announcer Bill Donnella to schedule 
and promote the racing events. 
Dave and his wife Betty already

(Continued on page 14)

C. W. Patterson, Inc.
BUILDERS OF 

QUALITY DRIVE SHAFTS

Through The Years
(Continued from page 4)

317/839-0495
6 Miles West of Speedway

RARE SHOT OF AN UNSER—In the mid-60’s, Al Unser, youngest of the racing 
family, drove for Rufus Gray for part of one season. Al was never charmed with the 
sprinters and Salem’s checkered flag eluded him.

in 1975. During this group’s opera­
tion of Salem stock car racing was 
elevated to a prominent position on 
the schedule. The “Midwest 300” 
for ASA late models was added in 
1972 with a 3-race, 100-laps each 
format.

In 1975, the ARCA late models 
inaugurated their “National 200,” a 
July 4th weekend event. These 
races attracted such stock car stars 
as Bennie Parsons, Darrell Waltrip 
and Bobby Allison.

Following the 1976 racing season 
the Chapmans sold the 50-acre 
facility to Sherman Armstrong, of

ownership to Raceway Park, Inc., of 
Indianapolis, with the immortal 
Frank Dicke promoting the events.

The next two seasons the track 
was leased to and promoted by 
“The Earl of Eldora,” Baltes, by 
name, from Rossburg, Ohio. Also 
promoting Salem during that 60’s 
and early ’70’s era were Bill Goen 
and Ray Colglazier, both of Salem.

New racing names such as Roger 
McCluskey, Mario Andretti, Bobby 
Unser, Sonny Ates, Rollie Beale, 
Sam Sessions and Gary Betten­
hausen were added to the list of 
“James-O’Connor” winners, An­
dretti twice, in 1964 and ’66.

New ownership came again in 
1972 when Don Chapman, Sr., of 
Phoenix, Arizona, brought the track 
and installed his namesake, Don, 
Jr., as the promoter. That arrange­
ment lasted less than a season and 
the operating lease was turned over 
to the Fairgrounds Motor Speed­
way, of Louisville, with veteran Milt 
Hartlauf promoting the races.

The management reins were 
turned over to Steve Stubbs, also of 
the Fairgrounds Motor Speedway,



Through The Years

PAOLI, IND.
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The Ritz Restaurant 
& Truck Stop

Stop by after the races... 
Just 2 miles West of Paoli...

on State Road 56

6 AM-10 P.M. MON.-SAT., 7 AM-9 PM SUNDAY

723-2531

HOME STYLE MEALS
Arrangements For Banquets, Parties

WHEN YOU AND HE WERE YOUNG—Way back in 1959, 
barely shaving, the king still a prince A. J. Foyt won at Salem. 
Joining him with the huge trophy are (I to r) Boyd Smedley 
(still working Salem), Marge Muir (now Donnella), Hoosier 
Auto Race Fans presenter, and promoter Stan Hicks, of 
Salem. (From private collection of Marge Donnella)



SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY ENTRY LIST
“INDEPENDENCE 1OO” USAC SPRINTS-JULY 4,1977

Qualifying Time Car Driver Hometown Car Name

Dick St. John Cudahy, Wisconsin

Larry Rice Indianapolis, Indiana

- 8 -

1
3
7
8
9

11
16
18
29
30
31
35
38 
41
42 
43 
45
49
53
55
56
61
66 
69 
72
73
74
78
79
80 
83 
84
85 
98

Pancho Carter
Jerry Weeks
Rich Leavell
James McElreath
Bruce Walkup
Billy Engelhart
Bob Frey
Rollie Beale
Bill Cassella
Roger Rager
Bob East
Steve Chassey
Gary Irvin
Chuck Gurney
Gary Bettenhausen
Tom Bigelow
Mike Schiesel
Steve Kinser
Danny Landis

Mac McClellan
Ken Nichols
Malcolm Lovelace
Gary Gray
Rick Montgomery

Sheldon Kinser 
Roy Hicks 
Mark Alderson 
Greg Leffler

Brownsburg, Indiana 
Anaheim, California 
Elwood, Indiana 
Arlington, Texas 
Sullivan, Indiana 
Madison, Wisconsin 
Elyria, Ohio 
Toledo, Ohio 
Weirton, West Virginia 
Mound, Minnesota 
Bellflower, California 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Lafayette, Indiana 
Livermore, California 
Monrovia, Indiana 
Whitewater, Wisconsin 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Bloomington, Indiana 
Granville, Ohio

Indianapolis, Indiana
Springfield, Ohio
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Denver, Colorado

Bloomington, Indiana 
Memphis, Tennessee 
Timberlake, South Dakota 
St. Paul, Indiana

Dobbins Chevrolet/Oldsmobile Special 
Dave McIntire Chevy Center Special 
Niebel Auto & Machine Special 
AMAX Coal Special
Siebert Oldsmobile Special
Weaver Special
Midwest Auto Stores Special 
Kershner Steel Special 
Donahue Chevrolet
P.O.B. Sealants Special 
Jack Roberts Chevy 
Bowen Oldsmobile Special 
Carmichael Trucking Special 
Coulter Chevy
Moorman Chevy
Armstrong Mould, Inc., Special 
Oak Construction Chevy 
Peterson's Pizza Hut Special 
Len's Auto Service Special 
Elder Cadillac Special 
Genesee Beer Wagon
Welch Trucking Company Special 
Enslow Sprinter
Owen Reed Chevy
Nau Ford
Russell Sprinter
Foreman Industries Special
Stenger's Ford Special 
Mutual Pipe & Supply Special 
Kar Gard Muffler & Shock Special 
GAPCO-Leader Printing Sprinter 
Jackson Trailer Sales Special 
Bruce Cogle Ford Special 
Gatorade Sprinter



1976 U.S.A.C. Sprint Standings
CHAMPION RUNNER UP

4

»

TOM BIGELOW
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SHELDON KINSER
3RD 

793 PTS.-2 WINS

LARRY DICKSON 
4TH

784 PTS.-3 WINS

CARTER - 1165 POINTS
12 WINS (MOST IN DIV.) 

TIES DICKSON'S 1968 RECORD 
FAST QUALIFIER

8 TIMES (MOST IN DIV.)

BIGELOW-796 POINTS
5 WINS

BILLY CASSELLA 
5TH

769 PTS.-3 WINS

BRUCE WALKUP
9TH

613PTS.-1 WIN

ROLL1E BEALE 
6TH 

746 PTS. - 1 WIN

CHUCK GURNEY 
7TH

661 PTS.-1 WIN

JAMES McELREATH
STH

639 POINTS

JAN OPPERMAN
10TH

484 PTS.-3 WINS

PANCHO CARTER
1974-76 CHAMPION



SALEM
SUPER SPEEDWAYlOthsSECONDS MPH

15

16

17

HEAT #1 - Inverted
Time:

Fin.DriverPos. No.

1
2

3
4

5
6
7

HEAT #2 - Inverted
Time:

Fin.Pos. No. Driver

1

2
3
4

5

6
7
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Complete line of speed equip, 
for the street rodder, drag racer, 

late model, sprints & midgets

Half-Mile Speed 
Conversion Chart

DICK NORTHAM
DICK SOMMERS

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

0 
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8 
9

0 
1
2
3
4
5
6
7 
8
9

120.000
119.205
118.421
117.647
116.883
116.129
115.384
114.649
113.924
113.207

112.500
111.801
111.111
110.429
109.756
109.090
108.433
107.784
107.142
106.508

105.882
105.263
104.651
104.046
103.448
102.857
102.273
101.695
101.124
100.559

OPEN
10:00 AM—6:00 PM

6 DAYS

1 Lap
8 Laps

10 Laps
50 Laps

5/30/77
9/28/75
10/3/76
5/30/77

Pancho Carter 
Jeff Bloom 
Larry Dickson 
Pancho Carter

16.583
2:18.87
2:55.09

14:34.90

108.545 MPH
103.694 MPH
102.804 MPH
102.869 MPH

7 cars
8 laps

7 cars
8 laps

Independence 100" Score Sheet 
July 4, 1977

U.S.A.C. Sprint Records

OFFERING
QUALITY BRAND PRODUCTS

632-6601
3729 W. 16TH

JUST EAST OF 500 MILE TRACK

* SCHIEFER
* STEWART WARNER
* BELL
* HOLLEY
* TRW
* HURST
* VERTEX

* HALIBRAND
* WELD WHEELS
* CRANE
* FIRESTONE TIRES
* MR. GASKET
* SIMPSON
* WEBBER

SPEED‘SHOP, Inc.



Time:
Pos. No.

HEAT #3-Inverted 1
Time:

2
Pos. No. Driver

3
1

4
2

5
3

644
7

5
8

6
9

7
10

11

12

Time:Time:
Pos. No. DriverPos. No. Driver

11

22
33

44
55

66

7 7

8 8
99

10 10

11 11

12 12

13 13

14 14

15 15

16 16

17 17

18 18

19 19

20 20

- 11

..

1ST FEATURE 
(Fastest 6 Qualifiers Inverted)

2ND FEATURE 
(First 6 Finishers Inverted)

LAST CHANCE RACE 
Straight up

Driver

20 cars
50 laps

Fin.

7 cars
8 laps

Fin.

20 cars
50 laps

Fin.

12 cars
10 laps

Fin.
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by Bob Mount, 
Salem 

Super Speedway 
Historian

In our last issue we began a 4-part 
serialization on the racing career of 
Indiana’s own Pat O’Connor, from 
North Vernon. We traced his begin­
nings at age 19, in 1948, in the 
“roadsters” through his first sprint 
race to his arrival at the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway.

In 1953 he won the AAA Midwest 
Sprint Championship and raced in his 
first Championship big car event. To­
day we pick up the trail in 1954.

Things looked good for Pat O’Connor 
as the 1954 racing season began. 
Lindsey Hopkins had purchased a new 
Kurtis 500-C for Pat to drive at Indi­
anapolis. Gordon McKim, impressed by 
O’Connor’s showings in his midget, had 
a new sprint car built to carry his number 
1. It was a beautiful black racer named 
the C.R.C. Offy.

In the second sprint race of the year, 
Leroy Warriner flipped his car while 
leading at Ft. Wayne. Duane Carter, Sr., 
spun to avoid hitting Warriner and 
O’Connor clipped Carter. The race was 
red-flagged. On the restart, Pat charged 
through the field to finish 2nd behind 
Eddie Sachs.

Then it was back to the Speedway 
where O’Connor qualified the Hopkins 
Special comfortably for his first 500. 
Throughout the race he drove steadily, 
moving with the front-runners. By the 
180th lap he was up to 7th place.

But on the next lap he ran into a freak 
rain shower confined to the 2nd turn. 
The wet racing surface caused him to 
lose control and spin into the infield. 
While his young bride waited anxiously 
for some word on Pat it was finally 
announced that he was unhurt.

The Championship trail next carried 
O’Connor to Milwaukee, still dirt in those 
days. Again he drove a good steady 
race and finished 5th in the Hopkins 
machine.

Back in the sprint division things were 
not going well for Pat. A series of 
mechanical failures and minor tangles

FIRST 500 CAR RACED BY O’CONNOR AT BRICKYARD—Pat ran his 1st 500 in the blue 
and red Hopkins special moving up to 7th late in the race before being sidelined by a freak 
shower which caused him to spin in the 2nd turn. (From the private collection of Bob Mount)

season didn’t follow suit. Pat failed to 
qualify for several events. On the 
second lap of the final race at Las 
Vegas, he spun in turn,4. Johnny Boyd 
crashed into him and spun O’Connor 
into the path of Bob Sweikert who 
knocked him clear. But Tony Betten­
hausen, Cal Niday, Johnny Tolan and 
Bob Carroll piled into the tangle. Pat was 
able to continue to a 9th place finish.

For 1955, O’Connor had to find a new 
sprint ride. McKim had come down with 
ill health and decided to park his car. Pat 
hooked up with Henry Lammers in a car 
that had been through several 
campaigns. It was painted pink trimmed 
in black with the number 1 emblazoned 
on the nose and tail.

led to a string of poor finishes until July 
11 th, when he won at Ft. Wayne. Then 
came a pair of seconds before another 
win at Ft. Wayne.

At Salem on August 8th he drove the 
Engle Offy to a 4th place finish. The 
Labor Day weekend was a good one for 
O'Connor with a sprint win at DuQuoin 
which moved him just behind Sachs in 
the battle for the Midwest title.

The final two races decided the 
championship with Pat winning at Ft. 
Wayne and Salem. It was his 2nd con­
secutive sprint title, a feat previously 
accomplished only by the great Rex 
Mays and Ted Horn in the late ’30’s on 
the rough, tough Midwest circuit.

Unfortunately, his Championship

BARE-ARMED AND BARELY SHAVING—Pat O’Connor still had that boyish look in 1954 
when he set out to defend his AAA Midwest Sprint title in the C.R.C. Offy. This picture was 
taken before the October Salem race. (From the private collection of John Mahoney by Bob Scott)

Hoosier Hero of the High Banks 
Part II



;

(From the personal collection of Marge Donnella)
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IN LAMMERS SPRINTER AT SALEM—This is the car in which O’Connor defended his 1955 
AAA Midwest Sprint crown. It was pink and black with the big, gold number 1 when he 
posed before the July 3rd race at Salem.

(From the personal collection of John Mahoney by Bob Scott)

The season began with a late March 
25-lapper at the treacherous Langhorne 
dirt mile. The Hoosier charger forged 
into the lead, but dropped out after 6 
laps with mechanical problems. He was 
a spectator as his close friend Larry 
“Crash” Crokett stormed into the lead. 
Then Larry tangled with the infamous 
"Puke Holler” and was killed in a series 
of violent flips.

In the Midwest sprint opener at Day­
ton, Pat spun on the 11th circuit. He 
was able to continue, however, and 
finished 4th. Then it was on to Oklahoma 
City and another 4th before his first win 
of the year at Kansas City.

May opened on the tremendously fast 
high banks of Salem. In those days, it

was seldom that a driver survived a flip 
over the wall. At the start of the feature 
O’Connor was running behind Jerry 
Hoyt and Sweikert.

As they roared into the 1 st turn on the 
4th lap Hoyt spun and slid to the top of 
the bank right in front of Pat. With no 
place to go, Pat hit Hoyt and both 
slammed into the guard rail with terrific 
force. Part of the fence was ripped 
loose and O’Connor’s LaVilla Offy, 
sandwiched between Hoyt’s car and the 
rail, stood on its nose and teetered on 
the brink of disaster.

But Dame Fortune was with Pat and 
the car came down on its wheels. It 
stopped exactly where the guard rail 
had been.

CLOSE TO “500” WIN IN ANSTED ROTARY SPECIAL—In 1955 O’Connor was running a 
close 2nd to Bob Sweikert and moving up when a fuel line fitting broke relegating him to an 
8th place finish.

At Indianapolis, Pat had switched to 
the Bill Ansted operation in a brand new 
Kurtis 500-D, the Ansted Rotary 
Special. Cold, windy weather and 
threatening skies plagued the first day of 
qualifications. Everyone was waiting for 
the weather to clear before trying for the 
pole.

Then, with only half-an-hour remain­
ing, Jerry Hoyt wheeled up to the line, 
went out and turned in a surprisingly fast 
run. Tony Bettenhausen won the scram­
ble to be next out and turned in a time 
slower than Hoyt’s.

O’Connor was next out, but couldn’t 
match Hoyt’s speed and was waved off 
by his crew. The “Gentlemen’s Agree­
ment” by the “hot dogs” not to go out 
because of the weather had backfired 
and Hoyt was the surprise winner of the 
pole.

Next day, when most of the top 
drivers qualified, Pat was having his 
problems and didn’t get in a run for 
position. Next weekend, however, he 
was out early for another attempt. 
Running well enough to make the field, 
he “pinched it" in turn 2 and spun. He 
had used up 2 of his 3 qualifying tries.

Later that same day O’Connor went 
out for his final attempt and, driving very 
carefully, put his car into the 7th row.

Race day was cold and windy, remi­
niscent of the first qualifying day, but 
there was no waiting for the weather. 
Pat started out driving a conservatively 
consistent race.

Bill Vukovich, attempting to become 
the first driver to win three consecutive 
500’s, quickly moved from his 5th start­
ing position to take command. At the 
end of 50 laps he had lapped most of 
the field in a furious drive in the car 
O’Connor had piloted the previous year.

On lap 54 disaster struck the leader. 
The steering on Rodger Ward’s racer 
failed leading to a tangle coming out of 
turn 2. Vuky’s blue number 4 hit one of 
the careening cars and flipped violently 
end over end out of the track catching 
fire as it went. When rescuers reached 
him he was already dead.

The race continued with Bob Sweikert 
inheriting the lead as several front­
runners faltered. Pat had moved up to 
second and was gaining on his old sprint 
rival. His chief mechanic, Ray Nichels, 
began figuring comparative speeds and 
the distance left. His calculations 
showed Pat would overtake Sweikert 
and win the race.

Nichels was holding his breath when 
on the 192nd lap a fuel line connector
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broke loose. O’Connor was forced into 
the pits for repairs. Although it took only 
minutes to fix the trouble, it dropped Pat 
to 8th in the final standings.

Since the Ansted ride was just for the 
Speedway, Pat took over a new Lam­
mers dirt car for the rest of the Champi­
onship campaign. He spun on the 4th 
turn of the 38th lap at Milwaukee. But at 
Langhorne he improved his finish to 5th.

Back to the sprints, O’Connor was 3rd 
at Salem on July 3rd. He lost another of 
his racing pals at Oklahoma City a week 
later. Having his best season, Jerry 
Hoyt crashed during a heat race and 
died the next day of head injuries. Pat 
was 2nd in the feature to Andy Linden.

He drove the LaVilla Champ car to a 
9th place finish at Williams Grove, 
Pennsylvania. He was 2nd to Eddie 
Sachs in a 100-lapper at Dayton two 
weeks later. Then things began going 
downhill.

McKim had died and Lammers pur­
chased his sprinter. O’Connor was 
optimistic at DuQuoin on Labor Day 
weekend, but a broken brake line side­
lined him before the feature.

His Championship racing was looking 
up, though, after a 4th at Syracuse and 
a 5th in the “Hoosier Hundred.” Then he 
took a 3rd in the sprints at Salem to

close out the Midwest sprint season in 
3rd place. Fifth place finishes at 
Sacramento and Phoenix ranked him 7th 
in the National Championship standings.

(In our next issue we’ll follow 
O’Connor’s progress in 1956 when 
the United States Auto Club was 
formed to replace the Triple-A which 
withdrew as a sanctioning body. 
You’ll read about his changing for­
tunes at Indianapolis and on the 
sprint trail, and the loss of another 
good friend in a racing crash.)

guard rail around turn 3 and 4, new 
public address system, new con­
cessions facilities, complete resur­
facing of the track, a pedestrian 
tunnel under the track to the infield, 
a new flagpole-lined walkway and 
new fencing.

Further in the future, in a year or 
two, are enlarged scoring and 
timing facilities, landscaping and a 
new 6,000-seat covered grandstand 
with chairback seats.

The Armstrongs’ philosophy is: 
“Treat the fans well, give them their 
money’s worth, let them know 
about our racing events and the 
future will take care of itself.”

The glory days of SALEM SUPER 
SPEEDWAY may be in the future, in 
the hands of such young chargers 
as Pancho Carter, 1st man ever to 
win 3 “James-O’Connor Memorial” 
races and doing it consecutively; 
James McElreath, Billy Cassella, 
Gary Bettenhausen (all 2nd genera­
tion drivers); “Sleepy” Tripp, Dana 
Carter, Chuck Gurney, Tony Betten­
hausen, Jr., Steve Lotshaw and 
some of the other newer drivers in 
the midget ranks; or stockers such 
as Waltrip, Randy Sweet, Neal 
Sceva, John Anderson and Joe 
Ruttman.

The future looks bright.

Through The Years
Continued from page 6 
have purchased and moved into a 
home at the southeast edge of 
Salem.

The track has been renamed 
SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY and an 
11-event schedule of sprints, 
midgets and late model stocks has 
been set for 1977. It includes 700 
laps of stock car features, 300 laps 
of USAC sprint features and 250 
laps of USAC midget features, the 
midwest midget opener, the open­
ing sprint of the season and 3 major 
holiday meets.

Sherman Armstrong’s plans for 
1977 include removal of the 4th turn 
bridge, lengthening and widening 
the pits, installation of an inner

SpW r 
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sions manager and hired veteran Indi­
anapolis broadcaster Bill Donnella as 
promoter of the track, renamed SALEM 
SUPER SPEEDWAY. Dave was given 
the big job of renovating the entire 
facility, Bill was directed to set up and 
publicize the most ambitious racing 
schedule in years.

It began with the USAC Sprint Pro­
moter’s meeting in December at which 7 
USAC sprint and midget dates were set, 
5 of them for the sprint division, 4 for 
midgets (2 were joint dates). It was 
decided at the beginning to make every­
thing a special event.

All races run by USAC on the historic 
high banks would be either 50-lap or 
twin-50 races. The opening sprint race 
of the 1977 season was scheduled for 
March 20th, the “Icebreaker 50.”

Before that race there was much to be 
done. With snow still on the ground, 
Dave set about having the 4th turn 
pedestrian bridge to the infield removed. 
He and Sherm had decided the bridge 
was a safety hazard and that it must go 
to permit widening and lengthening of 
the pits.

Then a new access to the pits was 
graded and gravelled. The inside guard 
rail was extended to protect the new pit 
access. While all of this was going on, 
the old corrugated tin fence was being 
replaced by a new chain link, new con­
cessions equipment was being ordered 
and installed, a new sound system was

ordered and paint by the hundreds of 
gallons was being sprayed and brushed 
on the ancient grandstands and anything 
else which didn’t move.

An attempt also was made to “iron 
out” the dips and crests which had 
developed over the years in the track 
surface, especially the 3rd and 4th 
turns. The exit of turn 2 and the lower

parts of 3 and 4 were patched tem­
porarily to make them safer until warmer 
weather when a complete repaving of 
the track was scheduled.

When the new sound system failed to 
arrive in time for the opener, a tem­
porary system, still much-improved over 
the old P.A., was rented for the March 

(Continued on page 16) I

Thirty years after it opened, Salem 
Speedway has received a new life. Last 
year the track was purchased by 
Sherman Armstrong, of Winchester, 
head of one of the largest independent 
companies in the nation producing glass 
manufacturing equipment.

He installed his brother David as 
manager, David’s wife Betty as conces-

I

NEITHER SNOW, NOR . . . Work on 
rebuilding SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY 
began with the snow still on the ground. 
The 4th turn bridge was first to go.

(Salem Super Speedway photo)

FIRST RACE, FIRST WRECK—Dana Carter (44) rode over Mike Schiesel (45) in hot laps 
before the “Icebreaker 50” March 20th when his brakes failed to gain the dubious distinc­
tion of the season’s first “flipper.” (Photo by Robert L. Kluesner)

NEW LOOK FOR OLD TRACK—The removal of the 4th turn pedestrian bridge and the 
widened, lengthened pits gave a new look to SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY for the March 20th 
“Icebreaker 50” USAC sprint. (Photo by Don Vandeventer)

1 I
_L5=lS:



■ 16 -

EN ROUTE TO VICTORY LANE—James McElreath (8) guides his 
MAX Coal Special by Ken Nichols (79) during the “Icebreaker 50’’ 
feature on the way to his 1st USAC win. (Photo by Phil Stover)

HEADED FOR THE RECORD—Dodging the bumps, Johnny Parsons guided the Will County 
Wreckers Lockard Badger roadster to a new midget qualifying record in the April 9th 
“Spring Roundup” at SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY. (Photo by Randy Crist)

Salem Season Super 
(Continued from page 15)

20th race. An unseasonable warm spell 
the week before the race gave high 
hopes for good weather.

But March 20th dawned cold, foggy 
and threatening with a forecast of rain, 
possibly mixed with snow flurries. Still, a 
fair crowd was on hand for the event 
drawn by the reports of improvements 
and the offer of free coffee if the mer­
cury failed to reach 50 by qualification 
time.

It was barely over 40 degrees at 
1 2:45 when Sherm announced that the 
coffee would be free. Shortly before 
that, in hot laps, Dana Carter had flipped 
the 2nd Dobbins Chevrolet entry when 
his brakes failed and he tangled with 
Mike Schiesel’s Oak Construction 
sprinter in turn 4. He was unhurt.

Another hot laps crash sidelined Tom 
Crump and Hugh Stewart with both 
escaping injury. And Tom Bigelow,

COME OUT OF THERE, YOU LITTLE . . .—Chief mechanic Steve Stapp (r) and chief stooge 
Buzzy Dobbins work to remove the disabled engine from Pancho Carter’s racer between 
the 1st heat and the semi-feature March 20 as Pancho and dad, Duane, Sr., watch.

(Photo by Steve Bough)

w

WINNER TAKE ALL—“Icebreaker 50” winner James McElreath is 
surrounded by smiles from (I to r) Mike Venable, of Syndicated 
Sports Network; Miss Washington County Venitia Hubbard, father 
Jim McElreath, and USAC Sprint Supervisor Russ Clendenen.

(Photo by Don Vandeventer)

driving Armstrong’s new Paul Leffler- 
built sprinter, was hit by engine prob­
lems which put him out of action before 
qualifications.

Dana’s brother Pancho turned in the 
fast time with a clocking of 17.040 
seconds, just off the track record of 
16.97. However, a blown engine in the 
1st heat put Carter’s crew to work 
changing the motor from Dana’s dam­
aged car to Pancho’s.

1976 sprint rookie of the year Roger 
Rager piloted his Perfect Seal Gasket 
Sealants Special to victory in the initial 
8-lap heat the fastest of the day. Other 
heat winners were Gary Irvin, in the 
Hodson sprinter; Sheldon Kinser, in a 
new Grant King-built roadster, the

.. - -
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LOOK OUT BELOW—This nasty-looking crash April 9th with Gary Irvin (17) and Billy Engelhart (46) airborne, Chris Cumberworth (41) with 
his rear wheels off the ground and Greg Staab (44—hidden by smoke and dust) sent Staab to the hospital with a shoulder separation and 
loss of the tip of his right thumb. (Photo by Jack Gladback)

ANOTHER FINE MESS—Jerry Weeks nearly got over the wall in this 4th turn tangle with 
Bob Cicconi (2ec) during the “Spring Roundup” feature. Fortunately for Weeks, he came 
down on his wheels uninjured. /Randy Crist Photo)

■V,

j
—

Genesee Beer Wagon; and Billy Engel­
hart in Ben Leyba’s Miller Plating 
Special.

By now, Carter’s crew had changed 
engines from their number 44 to the 
number 1 car, doing the job in less than 
35 minutes without the use of a me­
chanical hoist. They got him out for the 
semi-feature which he promptly won in 
near record time.

The feature began with young James 
McElreath on the pole in a new AMAX 
Coal sprinter he and his father built over 
the winter, Bob Frey beside him in a 
new Paul Leffler-built Midwest Auto 
Stores Special, Greg Leffler and Bruce 
Walkup in row 2, veteran Rollie Beale 
and Pancho in the 3rd row and Kinser 
just behind in 7th starting position.

McElreath took the lead immediately 
with Frey close behind as Carter began 
moving up, followed closely by Kinser.

(Continued on page 18)
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the Pool’s Bargain Center Cosworth 
Vega.

The record-setters are all related. 
Dana and Pancho are brothers and 
Parsons is their half-brother. Chuck 
Gurney won the 3rd heat in the Linne 
Enterprises 2x4 Sesco and Billy Engel­
bart took heat number 4 in the Gamester 
Green Gables VW.

Tom Bigelow borrowed Tony Betten­
hausen’s S & M Electric Chevy II to win 
the semi-feature coming from 8th start­
ing position in a race marred by several 
tangles. That was nothing compared to 
what was to come in the feature.

To start the 50-lapper, Parsons and 
the Carters were in 9th, 8th and 7th

positions under the midget system 
which inverts the fastest 9 qualifiers. 
Jerry Knuckles had the pole in his 
Columbus Motor Speedway VW with 
Jerry Weeks beside him in the Paul’s 
Body Shop VW. Gurney and Gary Bet­
tenhausen, in the Pair of Jacks Lounge 
VW, were in row 2 and Vogler and Mel 
Kenyon, in the Armstrong Mould VW 
had row 3.

On the start, Weeks jumped into the 
lead, but Chuck Gurney soon moved 
past him while the Carters and Parsons 
tried to work their way through traffic. 
Dana made it first, moving to the front as 
Gurney’s engine began to go. A yellow 
flag moved him back and he took the

H

Salem Season Super 
(Continued from page 17)

Carter’s charge was short-lived, ending 
after only 10 laps with engine problems. 
Kinser then put on an exciting driving 
display, moving up to 3rd after 35 laps, 
but getting sideways coming out of 4 
and dropping back to the tail end on the 
40th lap.

Frey remained in the thick of the battle 
getting by McElreath momentarily when 
the two came up on some tail-enders in 
the back stretch, but McElreath re­
gained the lead before the front stretch 
and went on to lead every lap. It was his 
1st U.S.A.C. win. Beale finished 3rd

NEW ENTRANCE AND SAFETY BARRIER—A wider entrance flanked by concrete walls and 
topped by steel posts later laced with cable and wire has been installed to make for easier 
pit access and increased safety for fans in the stands. (Photo by Cecil J. Smith. Jr.)

EARLY EASTER PRESENTS—Owner Cliff 
Cornell, driver Rich Vogler, Miss 
Washington County Venetia Hubbard and 
the Easter Bunny look happy after Rich’s 
April 9th win at SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY.

(Morrison Racing Photo)

iI
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PAVING BANKS EASIER SAID THAN DONE—Eastern Indiana Asphalt workers had to use 
special equipment to pave SALEM’s high banks with a bulldozer connected to the paver to 
keep it from sliding down the steep grades. (Photo by Cecil J. Smith, Jr.)

behind Frey in a new ride, the Kersch- 
ner Steel sprinter. Irvin was 4th from 
10th starting position, Billy Cassella 5th 
from 1 5th and Chuck Gurney 6th from 
11th.

Next on the schedule for the new 
operation was the “Spring Roundup” for 
USAC midgets with a 50-lap feature, on 
Saturday, April 9th, the day before 
Easter. This race produced an excellent 
field and some exciting action.

It began in qualifying when Johnny 
Parsons lowered the track record by 
more than half a second to 18.027 
seconds, an eye-popping speed for his 
Lockard Badger roadster of 99.850 
miles per hour! Dana Carter put another 
record into the book winning the 4-lap 
trophy dash in 1:13.90, 17s seconds 
under the old mark, with a speed of 
97.429 miles per hour in his Shannon 
Buick Cosworth Vega.

After Rich Vogler in the Cornell 
Racers VW won the 1 st heat in which no 
time was recorded due to a spin by 
Bruce Robey, Pancho Carter got into 
the record-setting act with a new 
standard in the 2nd heat, a time of 
2:28.92 and a speed of 96.70 mph in



SCOTTSBURG A & W
WAGERS A & W

z.

Completely Air Conditioned Dining Room

967-9963

SCOTTSBURG A & W

- 19 -

WAGNOR 
RESTAURANT

Stop in on Your Way 
to and from 

Salem Super Speedway

9 Miles Southeast of Salem 
Highway 60 at Pekin, Indiana

ON THE JOB ... At each of our races at SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY you’ll see two red-and- 
white Stewart Ambulance Service units on hand to offer complete, on-the-scene medical 
attention to fans and participants. We’re proud to have technicians Paul Purlee and Kermit 
Chastain as part of our team.

lead again some 2 laps after the green 
came out.

It was at this point that a terrible crash 
erupted on the back stretch. At least 3 
of the 5 cars involved flipped, Gary Irvin 
in the 1 7 car doing at least 5 snap rolls 
and nearly going over the fence. Also 
airborne were Greg Staab and Engelhart 
with Chris Cumberworth and ’76 ARDC 
midget champ Bob Cicconi involved, as 
well.

All escaped injury except Staab who 
suffered a shoulder separation and the 
loss of the tip of his right thumb. The 
race was red-flagged while the Profes­
sional Track Services crew removed 
Staab from his racer and cleared away 
the debris.

On the restart, Dana resumed the 
lead, but soon retired with a blown 
engine. By now the field was down to 
1 2 cars. Another of these was retired as 
Weeks and Cicconi got together in four, 
Weeks climbing the rail and nearly flip­
ping. He was not hurt, however.

Pancho had assumed the lead before 
the yellow, then blew his engine while 
slowly circling the track. This returned 
the lead to Vogler, who had led some of 
the early laps, with Kenyon running 2nd. 
When the green came out that pair 
waged a terrific duel for several laps, but

(Continued on page 20)
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Salem Season Super
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Vogler managed to hold off Kenyon’s 
charge to the checkered flag.

After the "Spring Roundup” the gates 
of SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY were 
closed to racing until May 30th, the time 
purposely left open to permit the com­
plete repaving of the track surface. The 
project was to be done by Eastern Indi­
ana Asphalt, Inc., of Winchester, Indiana.

But before that could be done several 
other renovations had to be completed. 
Dave and Sherm felt a wider track en­
trance was needed and both wanted a 
safety barrier erected to protect the 
people in the grandstands at the same 
time. Then it was decided to put in a 
concrete line up, push off strip in the 
pits.

A new, neon-animated sign also was 
put up along the front of the property 
beside State Road 56 and another sign 
decorated with flags went up over the 
main office building. It now became a 
race against the clock and the calendar 
to get everything done.

With just 2 weeks until race time, the 
pavers finally moved in and began 
“wedging," filling in the low spots before 
the finish coat of asphalt. Some parts of 
the track required as much as 9 inches 
of fill. Then a rough cover was put down, 
then finally the finish coat which was 
completed the Tuesday before the race.

A timely downpour the night before 
the race helped cool the surface and 
wash it down well. May 30th dawned 
bright and warm for the “Memorial Day 
200,” the first time USAC's sprints and 
midgets had ever run a program with 
double twin-50 features. An offer of a

Parsons and led for several laps until 
Pancho, who started 3rd, got around 
him. Gary kept the pressure on through­
out the 50 laps, but couldn’t get around 
Carter.

Then in the 1 st sprint feature Pancho 
started 6th under the division’s top six 
inverted rule. Roger Rager put Doug 
Trost’s car out front early, but Carter 
kept picking off positions until just short 
of midway he got around Rager, whose 
right rear tire was going.

Most of the other cars were suffering 
from the same problem, but by then 
Carter had built a sizable lead and 
coasted to victory. Billy Cassella was 
2nd, Tom Bigelow 3rd, Rollie Beale 4th, 
Larry Moore 5th and Joe Saldana 6th. 
Moore had come all the way from 14th, 
Saldana from 15th. For Pancho it was 2 
wins in 2 races.

He made it 3 for 3 guiding Dan Pool’s 
Bargain Center Cosworth Vega to its 
2nd midget feature win of the afternoon 
leading all the way. That race, too, had 
to be red-flagged when Pancho’s 
brother Dana blew an engine on the 
main stretch, guided his Shannon 
Brothers Cosworth Vega to a stop 
coming out of two, then bailed out and 
rolled on the ground. The Stewart 
Ambulance crew found he had suffered 
oil burns on the feet but required no 
major treatment.

The race resumed, Pancho continued 
his mastery of the high banks to the 
conclusion with Bettenhausen a distant 
2nd and Parsons an even more distant 
3rd. Those were the only 3 cars on the 
same lap.

ANOTHER RACE, ANOTHER RECORD—Promoter-announcer Bill 
Donnella talks with Johnny Parsons after his 2nd consecutive 
USAC midget qualifying record before the “Memorial Day 200” 
May 30th.

SIX OUT OF 7 FEATURES—Winning his 6th U.S.A.C. sprint 
feature in 7 outings, Tom Bigelow took the 2nd feature at SALEM 
SUPER SPEEDWAY May 30th stopping a Pancho Carter sweep. 
Happy well-wishers include (I to r) builder-chief mechanic Paul 
Leffler, owner Sherman Armstrong (in the weird hat), Miss 
Washington County Venetia Hubbard, and team manager Vern 
Thornburg. (Morrison Racing Photo)

■
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$500 bonus for a world sprint qualifying 
record helped swell the entry list.

Warmups showed the track surface 
smooth and fast and records in both 
divisions were anticipated. Early arrivals 
were not disappointed as Johnny Par­
sons lowered his own midget record 
nearly .6 of a second to 17.367 
seconds, a speed of 103.645. Gary 
Bettenhausen broke the record, also, 
but not by as much as Parsons.

Then in the sprint qualifications, 
Pancho Carter made a mighty try at the 
world record. He did lower the SALEM 
mark by nearly .4 second, but his 
16.583 clocking and speed of 
108.545 miles per hour still was .8 
second off his own world standard of 
15.74 seconds at Winchester. Adding 
the 192 feet by which SALEM exceeds 
Winchester in length, however, pro­
duced a speed of 116.644 miles per 
hour!

Then Pancho proceeded to pull off an 
unbelievable feat by winning 3 features 
in 3 hours. But more about that later. 
The program was running so well that 
the midget non-money winners’ race 
began 10 minutes ahead of schedule.

However, midway through the 10- 
lapper, a backstretch tangle sent 
Gordon Roberts, of Lebanon, Ohio, to 
the hospital with a fractured wrist, arm 
lacerations and a concussion. Don 
Jones won the event after the restart. 
Eddie Leavitt took the sprint non-money 
winners' race.

In the first midget feature, Betten­
hausen, from his outside front row 
position, got the jump on pole-sitter
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landscaping and beautifying projects.
To quote Al Jolson: “You ain’t seen 

nothin’ yet!"

LOOK AT ALL THE HARDWARE—His 6 
trophies lined up like soldiers, Pancho 
Carter looks hot but happy after winning 
the first 3 races, 2 midgets and a sprint, in 
the “Memorial Day 200” at SALEM.

(Photo by Gerald Walker)

The finale, the 2nd sprint feature, 
provided the day’s worst wreck. Coming 
out of the 2nd turn on the 2nd lap, 
Moore got sideways, then backward 
along the outside fence. The front­
runners all made it by him, but then he 
crimped the wheel and came down right 
in front of the pack.

Trying to avoid Moore, Jim Hettinger 
and Roger Rager got together. Then 
Hettinger T-boned Moore. Bubby Jones 
and Larry Rice appeared to have cleared 
the wreckage when Jones swerved in 
front of Rice who got airborne after 
hitting Jones’ car. The latter went nose- 
first into the inside guard rail and Rice 
flipped onto the rail upside down before 
landing on his wheels.

Moore was knocked unconscious 
momentarily, then was rushed to the 
hospital with what later was diagnosed 
as a broken left hip. Hettinger suffered 
deep cuts on both knees, but the others 
all came out without injury.

On the restart, Bigelow, who had 
made a fast move to the front from his 
2nd row start, took off and didn’t look 
back leading the rest of the race. By the 
finish, Carter had moved his Dobbins 
Chevy up to 2nd, but was only operating 
on 6 of the 8 cylinders and was unable 
to gain on Tom Terrific.

Kinser moved his roadster up to 3rd 
from his 1 6th starting spot, Bruce Walk­
up was 4th from 15th in the Siebert Olds 
sprinter and Beale came in 5th.

As a postscript to the race, both 
Roberts and Moore have been released 
from the hospital and are anxious to go 
racing again. Looking into the future, 
planned improvements to SALEM

CARTER CRUISES CRAFTILY—Lapping the field, Pancho Carter (1) ducks under Bubby 
Jones (40) after passing Larry Moore (74) and sets sights on Gary Irvin (38) in the 1st 
“Memorial Day 200” sprint feature. Note dark lines around Jones’ right rear tire indicating 
extreme wear. (Photo by Gerald Walker)

POINT OF IMPACT—Jim Hettinger (90) slams into Larry Moore after a spin by Moore 
caused Hettinger and Roger Rager (30) to crash together. Larry Rice (98) and Bubby Jones 
(40), who appear to have made it through, then collided throwing Rice into the air and 
Jones into the guard rail. Rice flipped onto the rail, but landed upright.

(Photo 3 of 8-shot sequence by Rick Lane)

SUPER SPEEDWAY include a new 
6,000-seat covered grandstand, a new 
pedestrian access to the infield and

ROBERTS CAUGHT IN THE ACT—Gordon Roberts was just beginning a series of wild flips 
and snap rolls in the “Memorial Day 200” midget non-money winners’ race at this point. 
He sustained a broken wrist (note arms flying) and a concussion. (Photo by Allen Wolford)
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LINING UP FOR THE START—Most of the top drivers of the day were on hand for 
this 1923 sprint race at Funk’s (now Winchester) Speedway. The cars were numbered 
according to their speed AFTER qualifications.

HERE’S HOW IT STARTED—Back in the 
’20’s, this faded and cracked picture 
shows Ike Armstrong, Sherm and Dave’s 
dad, in the cockpit of one of the sprint 
cars of that era. Ike was one of the “hot 
dogs” of his day.

NEW OWNER, SON AND NEW CAR. . . 
Sherman Armstrong, Jr. & Sr., pose in 
front of their new USAC sprint car after 
being named “Car Owner of the Year” 
by Winchester Oldtimers’ Club, March 
5th, 1977. (Photo by Jim Dawson)

IT STILL FIT—Forty years after his retirement Ike Armstrong still sat well in his son 
Sherman’s sprinter outside Sherm’s Winchester appliance store in 1968. Ike still 
makes an occasional race.

There’s a new name on the USAC 
racing scene for 1977. It popped up 
last year and in just a few weeks 
had people asking: “Who are they? 
Where did they come from? How 
come they’re running up front 
already?”

“They” are the Armstrong Mould 
Racing Team headed by owner 
Sherman Armstrong with Vern 
Thornburg managing the team. For 
1977 “they” have added veteran 
chief mechanic Paul Leffler, a 
consistent winner.

Armstrong and Thornburg are 
from Winchester, Indiana. The 
reason they immediately began 
running up front is that no one on 
the team is satisfied just to show 
up for the races.

Sherm comes by his love of 
racing naturally. His father, Ike 
Armstrong, drove sprints on the 
midwest tracks back in the 1920’s. 
Back then everything was dirt and 
Ike ranked among the best.

He competed against all the big 
names . . . Milton, Murphy, Hartz, 
Hearne, Shafer, Duray, Resta and 
DePalma. And he held his own in 
the rough-and-tumble competition 
of that era long before seatbelts, 
helmets and roll cages.

Ike’s racing career ended when 
his mother, near a nervous break­
down from worrying about him, 
convinced him to give up the sport. 
But he never lost his love of racing 
and still attended the races at 
Funk’s (later Winchester) Speed­
way, Salem,. Jungle Park and the 
rest.

Bitten by the same bug, Sherm 
was unable to drive race cars ... for 
three very good reasons. First, 
there was work. Second, he had a 
family. And third, and possibly 
most important, he couldn’t afford 
it.

Still in high school he went to 
work as an engineering assistant at 
the Overmeyer Mould Co., in 
Winchester. The job became full 
time when he graduated and soon 
he was the night shift engineer. In 
1957 Sherm, now married, moved 
his family to Zanesville, Ohio, 
where he became assistant chief 
engineer of Zanesville Mould in less 
than a year.

Two years later Sherm, Shirley, 
Sheldon and Sherwin moved on to 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, where he 
became manager of Lancaster

(Continued on page 24)
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NIEBEL
AUTO & MACHINE

HOOSIER HILLS COUNTRY DINING
In Raiders Room

On Hwy. 56 at Interstate 65
SCOTTSBURG, IND.
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One of the newest Roadside Hotels 
in Southern Indiana

TAKE HIGHWAY 56 EAST 
20 Miles East of Salem

R. *1 
Edinburg, Ind. 46124

Experimental Machine Work 
Heli-arc Welding

Race Car and Engine Building & Rebuilding

NIGHTLY ENTERTAINMENT
Bee Hive Lounge 
OPEN SUNDAYS 
5 P.M. till Midnite

They Come To Race
(Continued from page 22)

GLEN A. NIEBEL 
Owner

Mould. Not content to work for 
others, Armstrong returned to 
Winchester in 1963 and set up his 
own glass mould equipment busi­
ness with just 7 employees, includ­
ing himself.

Much of the road has been uphill, 
but Sherm persevered and his 
business prospered growing to 78 
employees in just 5 years to some 
140 at present. Armstrong Mould,

812-752-2212 A 7
V V 

wwiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiIii i

RAMADA INN

ARMSTRONG RACING HEADQUARTERS AND TRANSPORTER ... The black 
and white building in the background, shown only partially, houses the midget, 2 
sprinters and dirt championship racer of the AMI racing team. The truck, since 
painted in team colors, transports the racers to their coast-to-coast events.

seasons he backed Bill Gamester 
on the Midwest modified circuit. 
They won the major title in 1969. 
Then Gamester decided he’d better 
spend more time on the family farm 
near Ridgeville and Sherm was out 
of racing . . . temporarily.

Shortly after that he was consid­
ering the purchase of his hometown 
track, historic Winchester Speed­
way. But Shirley talked him out of 
that reasoning that the mould 
company needed all the time he 
could spare.

But when a good-looking USAC 
sprint car turned up for sale last 
year he was smitten again. He 
bought it and began going racing 
seriously. He then bought a USAC 
midget and hired Thornburg, a 
former stock and modified race 
driver, to manage the team, keep 
the car race-ready and handle the 
paperwork and travel arrangements.

Racing “insiders” sat up and took 
notice when the team made the 
feature at Eldora Speedway, Ross­
burg, Ohio, vying with 51 other cars 
for the 20-car field. As the team 
learned, its finishes improved. 
There was a 7th at Hamburg, New 
York, in August; 4ths at Eldora and 
Sandusky, Ohio, and 3rd fastest

Inc., is now one of the largest 
independent manufacturers of glass 
moulding equipment in the nation.

The firm sends its moulds, from 
which glass bottles and jars of 
every size, shape and description 
are formed, to all parts of the 
country. They’re used foreverything 
from relatively simple baby food 
jars to exotic designs used by soft 
drink and liquor bottlers.

Back in ’68, while also operating 
an appliance store, Sherm got into 
racing as a sponsor. For two

Phone (317) 729-5430
Home 729-5438
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Processors and distributors for institutional 
establishments, and retail outlets.

Big enough to supply every need and small enough to 
service each individual.

Service is our greatest goal.

CUSTOM PLATING IS OUR BUSINESS 
NOT ASIDELINE

CYCLE PARTS, HOT RODS, CLASSIC CARS

Clark Frozen Food Service 
West Joseph Street 

Salem, Ind. (812) 883-2196

tenders for the championship in all 
three divisions.

The success of that latter effort is 
evident in the team’s showing in the 
early-season indoor midget races. 
It was 3rd in the Ft. Wayne opener, 
then set fast time and won the 
feature at Norfolk, Va., the next 
week to lead the USAC midget 
standings after 3 races.

(Continued on page 26)

sprinter is driven by Tom Bigelow, 
runnerup to Pancho Carter in the ’76 
season standings, when his champ car 
commitments permit.

And Gary Bettenhausen, on the 
basis of past performances in all 
USAC divisions and an impressive 
indoor midget showing this season, 
has been signed to drive the Cham­
pionship Dirt car. This trio puts AMI 
racing in the forefront of con-

SEE HOW THEY RUN—Mel Kenyon in the Armstrong Mould midget (43) tries again to slip 
under Rich Vogler (8) late in the 50-lap “Spring Roundup” April 9th at SALEM SUPER 
SPEEDWAY. Vogler held him off repeatedly to win. (Photo by Randy Crist)

“When you think of Chrome—Think of C & F” 
3907 EAST 26TH STREET INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46218

qualifying time 
September.

In October, they swept an open 
competition sprint race at Win­
chester. They set fast time and won 
both 50-lap features. The team also 
ran well on the western USAC sprint 
tour of California in November, but 
“Lady Luck” turned her back.

They nearly made the winner’s 
circle in the “Turkey Night Grand 
Prix" at Ascot, in the USAC midget 
finale. The team broke a long­
standing qualifying record and was 
far in front of the field in the 100-lap 

27 th lap wreckfeature when 
sidelined them.

For 1977 Armstrong hired Leffler 
as chief mechanic and put him to 
work building a new sprinter strictly 

USAC’s pavement shows.
also had Grant King build him a Dirt 
Championship chassis which Lef­
fler will finish. Last year’s sprinter 
is being rebuilt for the dirt and the 
midget has been rebuilt.

A formidable team of drivers has 
been signed to handle the driving 
chores for the Armstrong Racing 
Team in 1977. 4-time USAC midget 
champion and all-time win leader Mel 
Kenyon is wheeling the midget. The

Winchester in



FATELEY’S
AUTO BODY “Just One Mile East Of Speedway"

SERVICE, INC.
COMPLETE WRECK REBUILDING

PHONE: 244-4525
Phone 883-2491

Salem, IndianaWest Edge of Salem
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5244 CRAWFORDSVILLE ROAD 
SPEEDWAY, INDIANA 46224

SALEM
MOTEL

The outdoor season has been even 
more impressive. The team won 10 of 
the first 20 sprint features and was in 
the top 6 all but 4 of the races, sitting 
out those with mechanical problems in 
the Salem opener, following a crash at 
Indianapolis Raceway Park in April, and 
twice with engine problems at Terre 
Haute’s “Action Track.”

Bigelow won 9 of those features 
through June 25th, 3 times as many as 
his closest competitor, 5 victories com­
ing on dirt, 4 on pavement. During an 
unbelievable streak beginning May 
14th, Tom won 5 straight races, then 
took 1 of 2 features here at SALEM 
SUPER SPEEDWAY the day after plac­
ing 6th in the Indianapolis “500.”

After a miss at Terre Haute, he came 
back to set a world qualifying record at 
Winchester, flying in from qualifying at 
Milwaukee, then nearly swept the pro­
gram winning the feature and placing 
2nd in his heat. For an encore, he won 
the night half of a Saturday night, Sun­
day afternoon program at Earl Baltes’ 
rugged Eldora Speedway.

The Armstrong team is closing in on 
the car owner’s record of 11 sprint wins

They Come To Race
(Continued from page 25)

"YOU BEND EM

queen Linda Lachew, Bigelow and owner Sherm Armstrong.

in one season, Johnny Parsons providing 
the other victory in the Champaign, III., 
“dust bowl” race in April. And Bigelow is 
just 3 wins away from tying defending 
champion Pancho Carter and 3-time 
titlist Larry Dickson for must wins in one 
season.

Leading the points, but not by as 
much as could be expected, Tom hopes 
his Championship commitments won’t

FIRST ARMSTRONG MOULD SPRINT WIN—Driver Tom Bigelow is surrounded by joy after 
winning the April 3rd feature at Winchester (Ind.) Speedway. Happy crowd includes (I to r) 
mechanic Lee Skinner, team manager Vern Thornburg, chief mechanic Paul Leffler, race 

(Photo by Bill Reser)

prevent his winning the title he’s missed 
twice.

Nor is Kenyon doing all that badly. 
Currently 2nd to Gary Bettenhausen in 
USAC midget points, he ran his record 
feature total to 80 with an April win at 
historic Ascot Speedway, Gardena, 
California, then took number 81 in the 
“Night Before the 500” go at Indian­
apolis Raceway Park.

WE MEND EM"
“A Nice Place To Stay”

“Race Fans Are 
Always Welcome”



Ralph's Fiberglass Shop
★ Sprint
★ Midget
★ Champ■

5-
■ ■ : J

< J

Phone 244-4154

- 27 -

STOP Advertising 
Waste

Draw Crowds From Miles Around- 
Rent Our Giant Searchlight 
“RADIO RIDGE” Hwy. 56, Salem

USE TV ADVERTISING 
ON SALEM CABLE TV

. USE RADIO ADVERTISING 
ON WSLM
1220-5000 WATTS 

SALEM, IND.
98.9-50000 WATTS

MASTER AT WORK—Armstrong Mould chief mechanic and car 
builder par excellence Paul Leffler prepares another piece for one 
of the four racers he’s maintaining in 3 USAC racing divisions.

(Armstrong Racing photo)

Even as all this is going on, there’s another Armstrong wait­
ing in the wings for his shot at racing. Sherm, Jr., now 15, has 
one of the sharpest go-karts anywhere and recently joined the 
International Kart Federation. His racing debut will depend on 
his father’s racing schedule. If the team cars are running, he 
wants to be there.

It’s strictly a family affair with Shirley and married daughter 
Shauna, a Ball State University student, joining Sherm, Sr., 
and Jr. at the races. With the wives and families of other team 
members, they make up one of the larger and more vocal 
cheering sections.

Armstrong, Thornburg, Leffler and the rest have set their 
sights on the championships of all the divisions in which they 
compete. They agree that winning isn’t everything, it’s the 
only thing.

So that’s the Armstrong Racing Team story. New chapters 
are yet to be written. Watch closely for further developments.

i

All Body Parts 
“Hand Laid”

4708 West 30th, Indianapolis, Indiana
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Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs.: 8 AM—6 PM 
Wed., Fri., Sat.: 8 AM-9 PM

HOSPITAL & INVALID 
EQUIPMENT

, RENTAL & SALES

LOW • HIGH 
VARI-HITE• BEDS

• WHEEL CHAIRS
• COMMODES

• WALKERS-CRUTCHES
• TRUSSES - BRACES

AUTHORIZED PHARMACY
INSURANCE PLANS
* BLUE CROSS <-

(IND. & KY.)
* PSC * ANETA
* PAID * TRAVELERS
MEDICAL ASSISTANCE

RX'S FILLED |
SENIOR CITIZEN'S 

DISCOUNTS
* LIQUOR-WINES
* COSMETICS

(COSMETOLOGIST 
ON DUTY)

CHARGE CARDS HONORED
AUTHORIZED MEDICARE PROVIDER

DIAL SALEM 883-2102
EMERGENCY PHONE 883-5451
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1977 USAC Sprint Car Schedule
TRACK DISTANCELOCATIOND/N DISTANCETRACKLOCATION

Twin events include Sprint car division and Midget division

1

^AllTOW 
\ICLLIB )/

(united STATES;

DATE

7/4__
7/6 
7/9 
7/10 
7/16 
7/23 
7/24
7/30 
7/31 
8/3 
8/6 
8/7 
8/14 
8/26
8/31 
9/3

Salem, Ind._______
Schererville, Ind.
Rossburg, Ohio 
New Bremen, Ohio 
Toledo, Ohio 
Winchester, Ind. 
Winchester, Ind. 
Toledo, Ohio 
Terre Haute, Ind. 
Schererville, Ind. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Sandusky, Ohio 
New Bremen, Ohio 
Hamburg, N.Y.
Schererville, Ind. 
Winchester, I nd.

D__
N
N
D
N
D
D
N
D
N
N
TWL
D
N
N
D

TYPE
1/2 
1/2 
1/2 
1/2 
1/2 
1/2 
1/2
1/2 
1/2 
1/2 
1/2 
1/2 
1/2 
1/2
1/2 
1/2

P 
P 
D 
P 
P 
P 
P 
P 
D 
P 
P 
P 
P 
D 
P
P

TW- 50 L
40 L
40 L
40 L
40 L
40 L
40 L
40 L
40 L
40 L
40 L
40 L
40 L
40 L
40 L
40 L

DATE

9/5
9/9
9/18
9/24
9/25

10/2
10/9
10/16
11/12
11/13
11/19
11/20

Salem, Ind._____
Clermont, I nd. 
Rossburg, Ohio 
Sandusky, Ohio 
Terre Haute, I nd.
Salem, Ind._____
Rossburg, Ohio 
Winchester, Ind. 
Gardena, Cal. 
Bakersfield, Cal. 
Gardena, Cal. 
Bakersfield, Cal.

D/N
D__
N
D
N
D
D__
D
D
N
D
N
D

TYPE

1/2
5/8
1/2
1/2
1/2
1/2
1/2
1/2
1/2
1/2
1/2
1/2

P
P 
D 
P
D
P
D
P
D
P 
D
P

50 L**
40 L
40 L
40 L
40 L
50 L

TW- 50 L
TW- 50 L

40 L
40 L
40 L
40 L
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Branch Bank At Hardinsburg Ind

$40,000 
MAXIMIN 
IISHAICE 

FOB EACH 
itrosiTii

The
State Bank 
Of Salem

LEM 
\UPER 
'PEEDWAY

k WINNING TEAM
Sponsored by

ARMSTRONG MOULD, INC.
Box 108, Winchester, Ind. 47394

Mfgrs. of Glass Factory Mould Equipment

Each depositor insured to $40,000

FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION

7
I

ARMSTRONG MOULD TEAM—Gathered around their new Leffler-built sprinter are (kneeling I to r) 
driver Tom Bigelow and mechanic Lee Skinner and (standing I to r) Rick King of the Bigelow Fan 
Club, Team Manager Vern Thornburg and Chief Mechanic and builder Paul Leffler.

i


