


SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY 1977 SCHEDULE
April 9 50-Lap Feature

V&uotiY May 30 Double Twin-50 Features

3rd Annual “National 200” ARCA Late Model StocksJuly 3 200-Lap Feature

July4 “Independence 100” USAC Sprints Twin-50 Features

“Southland Century” ARCA Late Model Stocks 100-Lap FeatureAugust 14

Septembers “Labor Day 100” USAC Sprints and Midgets Twin-50 Features

ARCA Late Model Stocks 100-Lap FeatureSeptember 18

50-Lap FeatureOctober 2

6th Annual “Midwest 300” ASA Late Model Stocks Triple 100-Lap FeaturesOctober 23

October 30 50-Lap Feature

In case of bad weather, listen to WIBC Radio, Indianapolis, 1070 on your AM Dial, or WHAS Radio, Louisville, 840 on your AM Dial 
for information on postponements and re-scheduled dates.

“Joe James-Pat O’Connor Memorial” USAC Sprints

“Spring Roundup” USAC Midgets

“Memorial Day 200” USAC Sprints and Midgets

“Halloween Treat” USAC Midgets



April 9,1977
i

TO ALL MY FRIENDS AND FELLOW RACE FANS:

Sincerely,

-1-

Let me welcome you to SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY. I hope that you will enjoy our track and our racing 
programs. We have put together what we think will become one of the finest short track operations in the 
country. Our goal is to put on the best racing in the most modern facility available.

This year we’ve scheduled 3 USAC Sprints, 2 US AC Midgets, 2 combined USAC Sprint-Midget programs, 
3 ARCA Late Model Stock races and the ASA “Midwest 300” Stock Car race. It is a schedule designed to 
appeal to several different fan groups.

Further, we’ve started a rebuilding program which will, in a couple of years, provide an all-new facility. 
Today you will notice the old infield bridge is gone allowing us to lengthen and widen the pits and make it safer 
for drivers to enter them.

The public address system has been modernized to make it easier to follow the action. New concessions 
equipment has been installed and we’re making sure you get quality at a fair price.

In the future, a tunnel will be built to let you walk to and from the infield during the races. The entire track 
will be resurfaced before our May 30 race. Also planned are a new, flagpole-lined entrance and a modern, 
6,000-seat covered grandstand with chairback seats.

All of this is being done to make sure that your visit to SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY will be a pleasure. We 
want you to enjoy yourselves and come back often.

If you have any suggestions on how we can better serve you, let us know. Drop us a letter telling us your 
thoughts. We want to hear from you.

DAVID ARMSTRONG
MANAGER

BILL DONNELLA
PROMOTER

Sherman Armstrong
Owner
SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY

C"ALEM 
/PER 
EEDWAY

P. O. BOX 330 • SALEM, INDIANA 47167 
(812) 883-3781

AlVIlnc.
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SMALL CARS, BIG SALUTE ... Spike Gelhausen (91) leads the field in the USAC midget’s famous 4-abreast parade lap salute to 
the fans before the start of the May 1975 race at SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY. (Photo by Robert L. Kluesner)



SALEM THROUGH THE YEARS
J
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TWO OF THE GREAT ONES—Indianap­
olis 500 winner Bob Sweikert and sprint 
ace Don Branson conversing in the pits 
at Salem before a 1950’s race. Sweikert 
died shortly afterward in a racing crash, 
Branson followed several years later.

(From Salem Files)

FIRST JAMES-O’CONNOR WINNER — 
Always a favorite interview subject, his 
talkative nature and cheerful manner 
often overshadowed the driving ability 
of Eddie Sachs, who won the opening 
“Joe James-Pat O’Connor Memorial” in 
1958.

winner. O’Connor won the final race 
in that series in 1957, the autumn 
before his fatal wreck at the start of 
the 1958 Indianapolis 500.

From that date on the memorial 
race bore the names of James and 
O’Connor, an October classic which 
has continued to the present. The 
late “Clown Prince of Racing,” 
Eddie Sachs, won the first running 
of the “Joe James-Pat O’Connor 
Memorial.” A.J. Foyt won the first 
of his two such races the following 
year, 1959. And Parnelli Jones took 
the next two.

In 1961 the track changed hands 
again. Contractor Ralph Myers, of 
Salem purchased the racing plant 
and leased it the first year of his

(Continued on page 4)

AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING—In Salem’s earlier days, life was a little slower and 
easier. And styles, especially women’s, were different, as this picture from the 
SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY Archives shows.

Roberts. After only 2 events the 
partnership ended and Roberts 
became sole owner of Salem 
Speedway. He sold out after the 
1950 season to Russell Barnard, of 
Salem, and Hank Lammers, of Terre 
Haute. That partnership lasted 10 
years.

During those early years Salem 
Speedway attracted and helped 
develop such racing greats as Troy 
Ruttman, Duane Carter, Sr., Pat 
O’Connor, Ted Horn, Don Branson, 
A.J. Foyt and Bob Sweikert, many 
of them Indianapolis 500, AAA and 
later USAC national champions.

Following the death of Joe James 
in a racing crash a memorial race in 
his honor was inaugurated in 1953 
with Larry “Crash” Crockett the first

For 30 years Midwest racing fans 
have travelled to the west edge of 
Salem, in scenic southern Indiana’s 
gently rolling hills, to watch their 
favorite drivers hurtle around one of 
the fastest half-mile auto race 
tracks in the country.

At one time or another most of 
the nation’s top sprint, midget and 
stock car drivers have tried the 
“hills” with varying success. Some 
have found fame and fortune, 
others have lost their lives. Owners 
and promoters have come and 
gone, some singing the praises of 
Salem Speedway, others cursing 
the day they became involved.

It all started shortly after World 
War II. A young Washington county 
man serving in the U.S. Air Force 
conceived the dream of such a 
track. As soon as James Summers 
was discharged he went to work to 
make his dream a reality.

Summers’ track was patterned 
after Funk’s (now Winchester) 
Speedway. The dimensions and 
configuration were nearly identical 
even to the grandstands and the 
infield access bridge, near the 4th 
turn at Salem instead of at the 1st 
turn as at Winchester.

Salem Speedway officially open­
ed with a Triple-A-sanctioned sprint 
race on June 22, 1947. From the 
beginning speeds were tremendous 
and competition fierce.

Summers soon took a partner, 
Salem sawmill operator Everett

EVERYBODY’S FAVORITE, AND 
HANDSOME, TOO—Raised in the hills 
of nearby North Vernon, likeable and 
personable Pat O’Connor was a master 
of Salem’s high banks.
(From personal collection of Marge Donnella)
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THOSE WERE THE DAYS—Back when men’s hairstyles were 
shorter, and so were women’s skirts, Gary Bettenhausen was 
a dominant force in the sprints, as when he won his “James- 
O’Connor Memorial” at Salem in 1970. (From Salem files)

Following the 1976 racing season 
the Chapmans sold the 50-acre 
facility to Sherman Armstrong, of 
Winchester, Indiana, and a new era 
began. The founder and president 
of Armstrong Mould, Inc., one of 
the nation’s largest independent 
manufacturers of glass moulding 
equipment, Armstrong has pledged 
to completely rebuild the track and 
its facilities to make it “the best 
short track in the United States.”

(Continued on page 6)

—J & E, Forgedtrue,
T.R.W. & Jahns Racing 
Pistons

—Crane & Crower, and General
Kinetics Racing Cams

—Kilborn & Crower
Injections

—Hard Chrome Cranks
—Manley Products
—Hays Clutches
—Clutch Flite Transmissions
-Bronze-Wall Valve Guides

I

NAME THE DRIVERS—How many remember the participants in this 1964 back- 
stretch spin at Salem? The action came during the “James-O’Connor Memorial.

(Photo by Lloyd Masing)

—Cylinder Boring Locating
Off of Mains

— Block Decking Off The Mains
— Line Boring
—Competition Valve Grinding
— Balancing
—Head Milling
—Duffy's Rods & Pistons
—Sunnen Line Honing
—Sunnen Automatic

Cylinder Honing

HOURS:
Mon. Thru Fri. 9-9
Sat. 9 AM - 2 PM 

Closed Sun.

COMPLETE COMPETITION ENGINE MACHINE SHOP

I

3042 FIVE POINTS ROAD 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA

in 1975. During this group’s opera­
tion of Salem stock car racing was 
elevated to a prominent position on 
the schedule. The “Midwest 300” 
for ASA late models was added in 
1972 with a 3-race, 100-laps each 
format.

In 1975, the ARCA late models 
inaugurated their “National 200,” a 
July 4th weekend event. These 
races attracted such stock car stars 
as Bennie Parsons, Darrell Waltrip 
and Bobby Allison.

|i / i
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Through The Years
(Continued from page 3)

ownership to Raceway Park, Inc., of 
Indianapolis, with the immortal 
Frank Dicke promoting the events.

The next two seasons the track 
was leased to and promoted by 
“The Earl of Eldora,” Baltes, by 
name, from Rossburg, Ohio. Also 
promoting Salem during that 60’s 
and early ’70’s era were Bill Goen 
and Ray Colglazier, both of Salem.

New racing names such as Roger 
McCluskey, Mario Andretti, Bobby 
Unser, Sonny Ates, Rollie Beale, 
Sam Sessions and Gary Betten­
hausen were added to the list of 
“James-O’Connor” winners, 
dretti twice, in 1964 and ’66.

New ownership came again in 
1972 when Don Chapman, Sr., of 
Phoenix, Arizona, brought the track 
and installed his namesake, Don, 
Jr., as the promoter. That arrange­
ment lasted less than a season and 
the operating lease was turned over 
to the Fairgrounds Motor Speed­
way, of Louisville, with veteran Milt 
Hartlauf promoting the races.

The management reins were 
turned over to Steve Stubbs, also of 
the Fairgrounds Motor Speedway,

353-1617 
V



DOBBINS CHEVROLET-OLDSMOBILE

Driver Pancho Carter

Better drive to Scottsburg
r

J
I

r Chevrolet

Quality is the Important Factor in Racing 
and in Business—and Quality Means

Phones: 812-752-4201 Toll Free 
Louisville Area 246-9664
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1974 & 1976 USAC Sprint Car Champion

For a better buy

Just 20 miles East of Salem

£ CHEVROLET-OLDSMOBILE f
“SCOTTSBURG, IND.

to see "Buzzy"



The future looks bright.

Race Fans Welcome!

MORRISON
24-hr. RESTAURANT

Charlie Morrison, Owner
/

— Also —BREAKFAST ANYTIME-Biscuits & Gravy
Welding • Machining * Fabricating

"Come get the shaft from us"
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Truck Shafts
Custom Made

Installation Service 
Available

Constant Velocity 
Balancing

HIWAY 56, ON WEST EDGE OF SALEM 
Phone 883-9831

The First Place To Eat After You 
Leave The Track, The Last Place 
On Your Way To The Track!

C. W. Patterson, Inc.
BUILDERS OF 

QUALITY DRIVE SHAFTS

Through The Years
(Continued from page 4)

I

317/839-0495
6 Miles West of Speedway

as Pancho Carter, 1st man ever to 
win 3 “James-O’Connor Memorial” 
races and doing it consecutively; 
James McElreath, Billy Cassella, 
Gary Bettenhausen (all 2nd genera­
tion drivers); “Sleepy” Tripp, Dana 
Carter, Chuck Gurney, Tony Betten­
hausen, Jr., Steve Lotshaw and 
some of the other newer drivers in 
the midget ranks; or stockers such 
as Waltrip, Randy Sweet, Neal 
Sceva, John Anderson and Joe 
Ruttman.

RARE SHOT OF AN UNSER—In the mid-60’s, Al Unser, youngest of the racing 
family, drove for Rufus Gray for part of one season. Al was never charmed with the 
sprinters and Salem’s checkered flag eluded him. (Photo by Russ Dowden)

f

a new flagpole-lined walkway and 
new fencing.

Further in the future, in a year or 
two, are enlarged scoring and 
timing facilities, landscaping and a 
new 6,000-seat covered grandstand 
with chairback seats.

The Armstrongs’ philosophy is: 
“Treat the fans well, give them their 
money’s worth, let them know 
about our racing events and the 
future will take care of itself.”

The glory days of SALEM SUPER 
SPEEDWAY may be in the future, in 
the hands of such young chargers

He’s installed his brother David 
as managerand hired veteran Indi­
anapolis broadcaster and race track 
announcer Bill Donnella to schedule 
and promote the racing events. 
Dave and his wife Betty already 
have purchased and moved into a 
home at the southeast edge of 
Salem.

The track has been renamed 
SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY and an 
11-event schedule of sprints, 
midgets and late model stocks has 
been set for 1977. It includes 700 
laps of stock car features, 300 laps 
of USAC sprint features and 250 
laps of USAC midget features, the 
midwest midget opener, the open­
ing sprint of the season and 3 major 
holiday meets.

Sherman Armstrong’s plans for 
1977 include removal of the 4th turn 
bridge, lengthening and widening 
the pits, installation of an inner 
guard rail around turn 3 and 4, new 
public address system, new con­
cessions facilities, complete resur­
facing of the track, a pedestrian 
tunnel under the track to the infield,

1
: H
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Through The Years

HOME STYLE MEALS
Arrangements For Banquets, Parties

6 A.M.-10 P.M. MON.-SAT., 7 A.M.-9 P.M. SUNDAY

723-2531PAOLI, IND.

*

The Ritz Restaurant 
& Truck Stop

Stop by after the races... 
Just 2 miles West of Paoli...

on State Road 56

WHEN YOU AND HE WERE YOUNG—Way back in 1959, 
barely shaving, the king still a prince A. J. Foyt won at Salem. 
Joining him with the huge trophy are (I to r) Boyd Smedley 
(still working Salem),'Marge Muir (now Donnella), Hoosier 
Auto Race Fans presenter, and promoter Stan Hicks, of 
Salem. (From private collection of Marge Donnella)



QUALIFYING TIME DRIVER/HOMETOWNCAR CAR NAME

2 Pair of Jacks Lounge VW

3 Shannon Buick Co. Vega

4 Mac Howard Leasing & RPS VW

7 Welch VW

7 Fox Sesco

8 Concord Sales VW

9 Pool’s Bargain Center Vega

12 Ralph’s Muffler Shop VW

16 S & M Electric Chevy II

18 Jones Sesco

21 Stroud VW

24 Dairy Queen/Valvoline VW

25 Gas Light Motor Cars Ltd. VW

27 Harris Sesco

30 El Capri Steak House Chevy II

31 Kunz Chevy II

32 Mislich Chevy II

33 Ray Racing Sesco

33 Genetten VW

34 B & B Body Shop Chevy II

37 Duman Sesco

39 Mr. G. Restaurants Chevy II

40 Miller Chevy II

40 McClain Chevy II

41 Berg VW

41 Ruhland Chevy II

41 Weldcraft Products Sesco
I I

42 Edwards VW

43 Armstrong Mould, Inc., VW

43 Wunrow Sesco

44 Staab Sesco
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SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY ENTRY LIST
Spring Roundup USAC Midgets April 1977

ec Paul “Boots” Ruhland,
Toledo, Ohio

wc Chris Cumberworth,
Santa Ana, California

Bill Edwards,
St. Louis, Missouri

Mel Kenyon,
Lebanon,Indiana

ec Dave Wunrow,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Greg Stabb,
Cincinnati, Ohio

Tracy Potter,
Indianapolis, Indiana 

Tony Bettenhausen,
Indianapolis, Indiana

Tim Corcoran,
Joliet, Illinois

Mike Stroud,
Hazelwood, Missouri

Bob Wente, Jr.,
Normandy, Missouri

Bob Wente, Sr.,
Normandy, Missouri

Jeff Harris,
Decatur, Illinois

Ron McFaddin,
Chester, Illinois

Duke DeRosa,
Springfield, Illinois

Tom Mislich,
Odell, Illinois

Dave Ray,
Davenport, Iowa 

ec Gene Genetten,
Parkville, Missouri

Rex Waltonburg,
Steger, Illinois

Rick Duman,
Indianapolis, Indiana

Wes Stafford,
Vincennes, Indiana

Robin Miller,
Indianapolis, Indiana 

ec Bill Engelhart,
Madison, Wisconsin

Gary Bettenhausen,
Monrovia, Indiana

Dana Carter,
Brownsburg, Indiana

Jeff Heywood,
Missions Hills, California

Larry Patton,
Anaheim, California

ec Stan Fox,
Janesville, Wisconsin

Tom Bigelow,
Whitewater, Wisconsin

/

t 



SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY ENTRY LIST

QUALIFYING TIME CAR NAMECAR DRIVER/HOMETOWN

M & M Enterprises 2x4 Sesco45

Gamester Green Gable Village VW46

VW North, Inc., Sesco 2x447

49 Ammerman Garage Sesco

50 Doty Vega

51 Potter VW

51 Corrigan Mfg. Co. 2x4 Sesco

Henry Jeffrey VW51

53 Ralph Brown Chevy II

54

56 Brown VW

57 Korff Offy

57 Columbus Motor Speedway VW

Schneider VW67

Crest Industries VW71

Mini Performance & Spec. VW72

Performance Automotive Chevy II74

C’ville Bowling Lanes Sesco77

78 Baron Homes VW

Howsom Tire Co. VW81

82 Wm. Jackson Sesco

88 Mid-Northern Transfer Chevy II

91 Dylewski Chevy II!
93 Hippie Chevy II

98 Condon Chevy II

99 Linne Enterprises 2x4 Sesco
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Steve Ball,
Indianapolis, Indiana

Jerry Hippie,
Waterman, Illinois

Bill Compton,
Toledo, Ohio

Alan Brown,
Lafayette, Indiana

Curt Cornell,
Hinsdale, Illinois

ec Jerry Nuckles,
Columbus, Ohio

Steve Cannon,
Danville, Illinois

Les Scott,
Ossian, Indiana

John Anderson,
Warren, Michigan

Gary Andrew,
Matthews, Indiana

Ron Eden,
Crawfordsville, Indiana

Lonnie Caruthers,
Corona Del Mar, California

Ken Nichols,
Indianapolis, Indiana

Tom Steiner,
Orland Park, Illinois

Don Jones,
Miami, Ohio 

wc Kevin Olson,
Rockford, Illinois

ec Ed Jeffrey,
Glen Ellyn, Illinois 

ec Gordy Ward,
Lafayette, Indiana

Jerry Stone,
Wichita, Kansas

Warren Mockler,
Indianapolis, Indiana

John Lucas,
Speedway, Indiana

Mike Schiesel,
Oak Creek, Wisconsin

Warren Wilhelm Performance 
Engineering Chevy V-4



SALEM SPEEDWAY
USAC TRACK RECORDS (As of Jan. 1,1977)

Midgets

SECONDS lOths MPH

15

TROPHY DASH — Inverted
Time

Pos. No. Driver Fin.

116
2

3

4

HEAT #1 — Inverted
17 Time:

Pos. No. Driver Fin.

1

2

3

4
18

5

6

7

8

19 HEAT #2 — Inverted
Time:

Fin.Pos. No. Driver

1

2

3
20

4

5

6

7

8
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Half-Mile Speed
Conversion Chart Tom Bigelow 

Bobby Olivero 
Dana Carter 
Tom Bigelow

5/29/72
5/26/75
5/26/75
5/29/72

18.68 
1:15.32 
2:33.07 
3:14.43

96.360
95.592
94.075
92.578

8 cars
8 laps

4 cars
4 laps

8 cars
8 laps

0 
1
2 
3
4 
5
6
7
8 
9

0 
1
2 
3
4 
5
6
7
8 
9

0 
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8 
9

0 
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8 
9

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

105.882
105.263
104.651
104.046
103.448
102.857
102.273
101.695
101.124
100.559

100.000
99.448
98.901
98.361
97.826
97.297
96.774
96.257
95.745
95.238

112.500
111.801
111.111
110.429
109.756
109.090
108.433
107.784
107.142
106.508

120.000
119.205
118.421
117.647
116.883
116.129
115.384
114.649
113.924
113.207

90.000
89.552
89.109
88.670
88.235
87.805
87.379
86.957
86.538
86.124

94.737
94.241
93.750
93.264
92.784
92.308
91.837
91.371
90.909
90.452

0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9

1 Lap
4 Laps
8 Laps

10 Laps
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HEAT #3 — Inverted Heat #4 — Inverted
Time: Time:

Pos. No. Driver Fin. Pos. No. Driver Fin.

1 1

2 2

33

44

55

66

7 7

8 8

■
Time: Time:

DriverPos. No.Pos. No. Driver Fin.

1 1
2 2
3 3
4 4
5 5
6 6
7 7
8 8
9 9

10 10
11 11
12 12
13 13
14 14
15 15
16 16

17

18

19

20
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^UNITED STATES/

CONSOLATION RACE
Straight up

16 cars
10 laps

8 cars
8 laps

8 cars
8 laps

FEATURE EVENT 
(First 9 cars Inverted)

20 cars
50 laps

Fin.



Ron “Sleepy” Tripp is in the 
process of rewriting the USAC 
Midget record books. In two full 
years of Midget competition Sleepy 
has won two USAC Midget champi­
onships and his career feature 
victory total now stands at 24. He 
will try for a third consecutive divi­
sional title in 1977. If successful, he 
would be the first driver since

Raceway Park in Clermont, Ind. the 
“Nite Before the 500” which allowed 
Bob Wente to take that victory.

But Tripp had good times to 
reflect on, too, after the season had 
ended. There was the opening race 
of the Copper Cup Classic Series 
indoors at the Salt Palace in Salt 
Lake City, Utah, which he won. He 
also won both races at the Santa Fe

CHAMPION HAS REASON TO SMILE ... Ron “Sleepy” Tripp successfully defended 
his 1975 USAC midget title in 1976, but it was a little tougher the 2nd time around.

(Photo by John Mahoney)

’76 ANOTHER TRIPP FOR SLEEPY
By DICK JORDAN, USAC NEWS DEPT.

Jimmy Davies (1960-1962) to win 
three titles in a row.

Sleepy, whose name came from 
his quarter-midget days when he 
was found dozing in his racer, 
found 1976 not quite as easy as 
1975. In 1975 he obliterated the 
opposition, defeating runnerup 
Dana Carter by 293 points! In 1976 
Steve Lotshaw narrowed the margin 
to 185. It was Lotshaw’s best show­
ing in the division in his five years.

Tripp had his ups and down dur­
ing the 42-race season. He flipped 
during the Wabash Valley Fair race 
at the Action Track in Terre Haute, 
Ind., in July but escaped injury. He 
also missed the show for one of the 
biggest races of the year — the 
“Turkey Night Grand Prix” at Gar­
dena, Cal.’s Ascot Park Speedway 
in November. There was also the 
spectacular accident involving him 
and Tommy Astone at Indianapolis

win record. Mel owns 79 now, with 
the aid of 1976 victories he scored 
at Phoenix, Ariz. and Meridian, Ida. 
A four-time champion, Mel finished 
fourth in the point race this past 
season.

Steve Lotshaw ended up as 
runnerup to Tripp, due primarily to 
a stint in the Doug Caruthers VW 
during mid-season. Healsograbbed 
his first-ever USAC Midget victory 
in the Dan Pool Sesco. That came in 
the opening race of the season 
indoors at Fort Wayne, Ind. Steve 
competed in only one less race than 
Sleepy, but the lack of any other 
feature wins hindered his challenge.

Tommy Astone, 1973 and 1974 
Midget point runnerup, finished 
third in the points. He virtually 
retired from the sport late in the 
season and nearly lost his third- 
place point rank. He did, however, 
return to run the final race of the 
season. In the “Turkey Night Grand 
Prix” he finished 10th, beating Mel 
Kenyon, whose 16th-place finish 
left him six points shy of Astone. 
Tommy’s lone 1976 victory came in 
the Doug Caruthers VW at Kokomo, 
Ind. in one of the most thrilling 
races of the year.

Larry Patton ran infrequently 
until late in the season but the 1975 
Midget “Rookie of the Year” scored 
two victories enroute to fifth in the 
points. One of his wins was in the 
2nd annual “South Suburban Hospi­
tal Benefit” race at Schererville, 
Ind. He also won the inaugural in 
1975!

The season started with Lot­
shaw’s surprising victory at Fort 
Wayne, then Gary Bettenhausen 
grabbed two straight wins in his 
new Porsche-powered Midget. He 
won at Fort Wayne and Indianapolis 
and also claimed the Indy indoor 
title. The wins were the first in 
USAC competition for the Porsche. 
Gary’s only other Midget victory 
also registered a first for the 
division. He drove Howard Linne’s 
revolutionary new 2x4 Sesco to 
victory in the prestigious “Hut 
Hundred” at Terre Haute, Ind. in 
September.

The winningest drivers besides

Park Speedway in Hinsdale, III. He 
scored on pavement and dirt, win­
ning other races at Rapid City, S. 
Dak., Madera, Cal., Clermont, Ind. 
and Kansas City, Kansas.

The highlight of the season, 
though, had to be in February when 
Tripp won back-to-back races 2,000 
miles apart within a period of 18 
hours! He won the Saturday night 
100-lapper indoors at the Indi­
anapolis Coliseum, in his Rimco 
Mfg. VW, then journeyed by plane 
to San Jose, Cal. A 100-lapper was 
scheduled there the next day and 
Sleepy wheeled an unfamiliar car to 
victory! In all he ended up with 10 
triumphs, far more than anyone 
else, but less than the 13 wins he 
posted in 1975.

At the rate Sleepy is going, if he 
continues to compete in the 
Midgets, he could challenge the 
great Mel Kenyon’s all-time feature



EXPERIENCE VERSUS YOUTH . . . Veteran Buddy Taylor (10) showed the USAC’ers 
and Sleepy Tripp (1) the short way around Colorado National Speedway winning 1 of 
the 2 features and placing 3rd in the other. (Photo by Leroy Byers)

YOUNG MAN IN A HURRY . . . Running hard on the newly resurfaced Dayton Speed­
way last year, Jeff “Streaker” Heywood went winless in USAC midgets, but was a 
consistent finisher in the top ten. (Photo from USAC files)

Steve Troxell #95 (Denver) leads Pancho Carter #93 and Jeff Heywood #95 during the 
Turkey Night Grand Prix at Ascot Park In Gardena, Calif. Troxell finished fifth in the 
36th running of the classic. (Photo by Ralph Foster)

Tripp were Bob Wente and the 
amazing Jan Opperman. Both won 
four races, Wente increasing his 
2nd-ranking all-time victory total to 
73. Bob won both races at the 
Columbus, Ohio track, but his most 
thrilling win was the last-lap tri­
umph at Indianapolis Raceway Park 
May 29. He was running third in the 
“Nite Before the 500” race and won 
it when leaders Astone and Tripp 
tangled.

Opperman won two pavement 
(one on the Dayton high-banks), 
and two dirt races, proving his 
versatility. The wins were his first in 
the USAC Midgets and three were 
for car owner Bob Lithgow. Lithgow 
had never won a feature in several 
years of trying! Jan’s other victory 
was for car owner Ed Shefchik — 
another first.

Denverite Dave Strickland, who 
has finished in the top three in 
points three times, scored his 21st 
and 22nd career victories in 1976. 
He won two of the Colorado races 
then completely demolished the 
Roger Mauro VW in a spectacular 
accident in the final race of the 
Western Series at Colorado Springs. 
He was uninjured.

Steve Cannon grabbed three 
victories enroute to seventh in the 
final points, but he was beaten in 
the point race by Jeff Heywood. 
Heywood, in his first full season of 
competition anywhere, failed to win 
any features, but had 17 top-10 
placings. One of the bright new 
stars of the division, he seems 
destined for a higher ranking in 
1977.

Johnny Parsons drove the radical 
roadster Midget fielded by Bob 
Lockard to two triumphs, one at the 
Trenton, N.J. Speedway. The occa­
sion was a 50-mile race held the day 
before the Trenton Times Auto 
Classic 200-mile Championship 
race. Bill Vukovich won the follow­
ing day’s 50-mile Midget finale prior 
to the Champ race, Vuky’s first 
Midget triumph since 1971.

Other drivers scoring a single 
victory during 1976 included Rich 
Vogler, Bobby Olivero, Dana Carter 
and Danny McKnight.

Dana’s lone victory was a narrow 
one, barely edging out James 
McElreath at Rossburg, 0. The 
performance turned in by the son of 
Jim McElreath, longtime USAC 
competitor, had a heavy bearing on

(Continued on page 14)



(95) in Englewood, Colo., race, but Heywood has the inside groove. (Photo by Leroy Byers')

Award

his being named division “Rookie 
of the Year.” James was competing 
in his first-ever Midget race! He was 
the day’s second-fastest qualifier, 
then came from behind to come 
within inches of victory on the last 
lap! James received his “Rookie of 
the Year” plaque from the Baker

BIG WIN FOR BUBBY AND DOUG ... It 
took Bubby Jones just one race to win 
his first Turkey Night Grand Prix midget 
race at Ascot Park. It was also Doug 
Caruthers’ first win in the event after 
more than 25 years’ competition.

(Photo from LfiSAC files)

Engineering Company prior to the 
“Hut Hundred” in Terre Haute three 
months later. Although he only 
competed in six events, he recorded 
fourtop-six finishes.

Four drivers scored their initial 
USAC Midget victory in 1976. They 
included Bruce Robey, Tom Steiner, 
Buddy Taylor and Bubby Jones. 
Robey won in an outstanding per­
formance at the Indianapolis Speed- 
rome in May. Steiner won an 
extremely controversial race at Blue 
Island, III. where the promoter 
threatened to withold the purse. 
Taylor ended years of frustration, 
winning a race at Erie, Colo, at age 
50!

Bubby Jones, in winning the 
prestigious “Turkey Night Grand 
Prix” at Ascot Park, ended a 27-year 
wait for car owner Doug Caruthers. 
Doug has had cars entered in the 
“Grand Prix” since the early 50’s 
and had failed to taste victory there 
until Bubby wheeled into victory 
lane. Statistics compiled in late 
1976 revealed Doug to be the win­
ningest car owner in USAC Midget 
history. His “Turkey Night” victory 
was his 82nd!

Following the presentation of the 
“Rookie” award to McElreath, the 
Baker Engineering Company also 
presented two other awards. Steve 
Lotshaw earned the “Most Improved 
Driver” distinction. The Jim Blunk 
Memorial Sportsmanship 
went to Doug Caruthers.

Volkswagen engines dominated 
the victory circle during the year, 
but five other engines also tasted 
victory, the Chevy II, Vega, Porsche, 
Sesco and 2x4 Sesco. The variety of 
powerplants competing in the 
Midgets is astonishing, with 21 
different engines now in use. 
Several others are approved to run 
and could make their appearance in 
1977.

The 1976 purse figures topped 
the $193,000 mark, with the average 
purse per race figuring out to over 
$4,500. Sleepy earned nearly 
$16,000 for his year’s efforts.

Tripp joined Johnny Rutherford 
and Larry Rice as representatives of 
America in the Australian and New 
Zealand Midget Series in December 
and January and should have a hard 
time erasing an early point deficit in 
1977. Don’t bet against his doing it.



Welcome Back, Little Buzz-Bombs

WINNER MOVING UP . . . Billy Engelhart (59) draws a bead on Gary Irvin (42) with 
Larry Patton (35) right behind in May 1975 feature action at SALEM SUPER 
SPEEDWAY. (Photo by Wayne Doebling)

Tripp, en route to the 75 midget 
crown, was able to qualify, but 
couldn’t answer the flag for his heat 
or the semi-feature and missed the 
feature. 8-lap heat races were won 
by Dana Carter, in the Pool’s Bar­
gain Centers Sesco, by Chuck 
Gurney, in the Caruthers Volks­
wagen, by Billy Engelhart in the 
Scio Cabinet Sesco and by Bob 
Wente, in his Gas Light Motors Ltd. 
VW.

All of this came after Bobby 
Olivero piloted Red Caruthers VW

MEANWHILE, BACK IN THE PACK . . . 
Bruce Field (7) and Gary Ponzini (51) run 
close together in May 1975 race on 
SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY’S back 
stretch. Field took 8th in the feature.

Billy Engelhart quenches his thirst with the traditional drink of champagne after 
winning ’75 SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY midget go. (Photo by Byran L. Marshall)

For the first time in the 30-year 
history of SALEM SUPER SPEED­
WAY midget auto racing will play a 
major part in the 1977 schedule at 
the southern Indiana track. The tiny 
but potent USAC division will make 
4 appearances on the SALEM high 
banks this year.

They include the midwest outdoor 
opener today and the midwest out­
door closer, October 30th, plus 
sharing the spotlight with the USAC 
sprints May 30th and September 5th 
. . . the Memorial Day and Labor 
Day holidays.

And, for the first time, they’ll be 
running 50-lap features in each 
appearance . . . twin 50’s on May 
30th. The USAC midgets in 1977 
will run more laps at SALEM 
SUPER SPEEDWAY than the total 
of laps run in this decade of the 
’70’s.

It was a hot, clear May 26th, 
1975, the day after the Indianapolis 
500 when the midgets last appeared 
at SALEM. And the action matched 
the temperature. The pattern for the 
day was set in hot laps as a 3-car 
tangle among Johnny Parsons’ 
Lockhard Badger roadster, Sleepy 
Tripp’s Rimco VW and Jim Beck­
ley’s Sesco sent the latter to the 
crash house and put JP out of the 
day’s action.

FLYING IN FORMATION ... Bob 
Wente (25), Dave Gable (10) and Steve 
Cannon (66) in perfect alignment move 
onto the back stretch during SALEM 
SUPER SPEEDWAY midget race in May 
of 1975. (Photo by Robert L. Kluesner)
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A LOT OF MIDGETS UNDER THE BRIDGE . . . Ronnie Burke (66) and Rick Goudy 
(66) lead the pack under the bridge in 4-abreast salute to the fans before the start of 
1972 USAC midget feature at SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY. (Photo by Jack Harris)

USING TWO GROOVES . . . 1973 midget champion Larry Rice (3) and champion-to- 
be Sleepy Tripp (5) use different grooves on back stretch dueling in May 1975 SALEM 
SUPER SPEEDWAY action. (Photo by Robert L. Kluesner)

SAM IN SESCO AT SALEM . . . Des­
tined to become sprint champ that year, 
Sammy Sessions (16) passes Dennis 
Carrier (78) and Johnny Batts (74) en 
route to 4th in May 1972 midget feature 
at SALEM. (Photo by Harry Goode)

THREE CARS, THREE GROOVES . . . 
Dick Pole (34) has the low groove, Larry 
Dickson (55) has the high and Bob 
Evans (15) goes in between en route to 
5th place in 1972 USAC midget feature 
at SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY.

(Photo by Harry Goode)

to the trophy dash win. The 10-lap 
semi-feature was taken by Larry 
Rice in his own car.

With the first 9 qualifiers inverted 
for the 40-lap feature, Spike Gel­
hausen had the pole in the Midwest 
Manufacturing VW. ’74 champion 
Mel Kenyon was able to complete 
only 2 laps in his number 1 racer 
and Wente, another former cham­
pion, dropped out after 19.

Meanwhile, Engelhart, 
started 7th, was picking off cars 
and moving toward the lead. It was 
past the midway point when he 
finally got in front and from there it 
was smooth sailing for the Madi­
son, Wisconsin, plumber’s appren­
tice-turned-racedriver.

Carter finished 2nd, Larry Patton 
3rd, Rice 4th from 11th, Gary Irvin 
5th, Sam Sauer 6th, Mark Alderson 
7th, Bruce Field 8th, Steve Cannon 
9th and Gurney 10th.

The USAC midgets also raced at 
Salem following the 1972 and ’71 
Indy 500’s. Kenyon won the ’72 go 
followed by Tom Bigelow, Sonny 
Ates, Sammy Sessions and Bob 
Evans. In ’71, Johnny Batts was

CHAMPIONS DUEL ON SALEM BANKS . . . Four-time USAC midget champ Mel 
Kenyon (1) and former champion Bob Wente, in May 1975 action at SALEM SUPER 
SPEEDWAY, rank 1st and 2nd in all-time feature wins. (Photo by Robert L. Kluesner)
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JOCKEYING FOR POSITION . . . Gary 
Irvin (42) has a slight edge over Harry 
Beck (91) and Jim McClean (69) in back- 
stretch duel on SALEM’s high banks 
during May 1971 USAC midget feature.

(Photo by Robert Kluesner)

223STEEDLEYDR. 
LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 40214 

PHONE 361-1138

first across the line in the feature with Dave Strickland 
second, Johnny Anderson third, Arnie Knepper fourth 
and Lee Kunzman fifth.

Midget action at SALEM always has been packed with 
excitement and action. And 1977 will be even more so 
with nearly 400 laps of action scheduled. It is hoped 
that fan response will be such that SALEM SUPER 
SPEEDWAY will be a regular stop for the mighty mites 
of USAC.

IT TAKES PUSH, NOT PULL . . . Relaxed and ready, Mel 
Kenyon (61) and Bill Renshaw (27) are ready for the pushoff 
for the SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY USAC midget feature in 
May of 1972. (Photo by Jack Harris)

ONE OF THE JONES BOYS LEADS ... a 5-car gaggle of midgets is led onto the 
stretch by Bobby (not Bubby) Jones (80) with Ron Eden running 2nd, a mystery 
driver 3rd, Larry McCoy (63) 4th and Larry Rice (22) 5th in ’72 SALEM midget show.

(Photo by Jack Harris)
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UNDER AND AROUND . . . Eventual 
winner Johnny Batts (95), in a car 
formerly owned and driven by Mel Ken­
yon, gets under Arnie Knepper (31), 
who finished 4th, in 1971 USAC midget 
feature at SALEM. (From Salem files)
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LINING UP FOR THE START—Most of the top drivers of the day were on hand for 
this 1923 sprint race at Funk’s (now Winchester) Speedway. The cars were numbered 
according to their speed AFTER qualifications.

HERE’S HOW IT STARTED—Back in the 
’20’s, this faded and cracked picture 
shows Ike Armstrong, Sherm and Dave’s 
dad, in the cockpit of one of the sprint 
cars of that era. Ike was one of the “hot 
dogs” of his day.

NEW OWNER, SON AND NEW CAR. . . 
Sherman Armstrong, Jr. & Sr., pose in 
front of their new USAC sprint car after 
being named “Car Owner of the Year” 
by Winchester Oldtimers’ Club, March 
5th, 1977. (Photo by Jim Dawson)

IT STILL FIT—Forty years after his retirement Ike Armstrong still sat well in his son 
Sherman’s sprinter outside Sherm’s Winchester appliance store in 1968. Ike still 
makes an occasional race.

There’s a new name on the USAC 
racing scene for 1977. It popped up 
last year and in just a few weeks 
had people asking: “Who are they? 
Where did they come from? How 
come they’re running up front 
already?”

“They” are the Armstrong Mould 
Racing Team headed by owner 
Sherman Armstrong with Vern 
Thornburg managing the team. For 
1977 “they” have added veteran 
chief mechanic Paul Leffler, a 
consistent winner.

Armstrong and Thornburg are 
from Winchester, Indiana. The 
reason they immediately began 
running up front is that no one on 
the team is satisfied just to show 
up for the races.

Sherm comes by his love of 
racing naturally. His father, Ike 
Armstrong, drove sprints on the 
midwest tracks back in the 1920’s. 
Back then everything was dirt and 
Ike ranked among the best.

He competed against all the big 
names . . . Milton, Murphy, Hartz, 
Hearne, Shafer, Duray, Resta and 
DePalma. And he held his own in 
the rough-and-tumble competition 
of that era long before seatbelts, 
helmets and roll cages.

Ike’s racing career ended when 
his mother, near a nervous break­
down from worrying about him, 
convinced him to give up the sport. 
But he never lost his love of racing 
and still attended the races at 
Funk’s (later Winchester) Speed­
way, Salem, Jungle Park and the 
rest.

Bitten by the same bug, Sherm 
was unable to drive race cars ... for 
three very good reasons. First, 
there was work. Second, he had a 
family. And third, and possibly 
most important, he couldn’t afford 
it.

Still in high school he went to 
work as an engineering assistant at 
the Overmeyer Mould Co., in 
Winchester. The job became full 
time when he graduated and soon 
he was the night shift engineer. In 
1957 Sherm, now married, moved 
his family to Zanesville, Ohio, 
where he became assistant chief 
engineer of Zanesville Mould in less 
than a year.

Two years later Sherm, Shirley, 
Sheldon and Sherwin moved on to 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, where he 
became manager of Lancaster

(Continued on page 20)
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NIEBEL
AUTO & MACHINE

I

HOOSIER HILLS COUNTRY DINING
tn Raiders Room

NIGHTLY ENTERTAINMENT

On Hwy. 56 at Interstate 65
SCOTTSBURG, IND.
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One of the newest Roadside Hotels 
in Southern Indiana

R. *1 
Edinburg, Ind. 46124TAKE HIGHWAY 56 EAST 

20 Miles East of Salem

Experimental Machine Work 
Heli-arc Welding

Race Car and Engine Building & Rebuilding

Bee Hive Lounge
OPEN SUNDAYS
5P.M. till Mid nite

They Come To Race
(Continued from page 18)

GLEN A. NIEBEL 
Owner

ARMSTRONG RACING HEADQUARTERS AND TRANSPORTER ... The black 
and white building in the background, shown only partially, houses the midget, 2 
sprinters and dirt championship racer of the AMI racing team. The truck, since 
painted in team colors, transports the racers to their coast-to-coast events.

Mould. Not content to work for 
others, Armstrong returned to 
Winchester in 1.963 and set up his 
own glass mould equipment busi­
ness with just 7 employees, includ­
ing himself.

Much of the road has been uphill, 
but Sherm persevered and his 
business prospered growing to 78 
employees in just 5 years to some 
140 at present. Armstrong Mould,

812-752-2212 A 7
_  \\ \8 
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seasons he backed Bill Gamester 
on the Midwest modified circuit. 
They won the major title in 1969. 
Then Gamester decided he’d better 
spend more time on the family farm 
near Ridgeville and Sherm was out 
of racing . . . temporarily.

Shortly after that he was consid­
ering the purchase of his hometown 
track, historic Winchester Speed­
way. But Shirley talked him out of 
that reasoning that the mould 
company needed all the time he 
could spare.

But when a good-looking USAC 
sprint car turned up for sale last 
year he was smitten again. He 
bought it and began going racing 
seriously. He then bought a USAC 
midget and hired Thornburg, a 
former stock and modified race 
driver, to manage the team, keep 
the car race-ready and handle the 
paperwork and travel arrangements.

Racing “insiders” sat up and took 
notice when the team made the 
feature at Eldora Speedway, Ross­
burg, Ohio, vying with 51 other cars 
for the 20-car field. As the team 
learned, its finishes improved. 
There was a 7th at Hamburg, New 
York, in August; 4ths at Eldora and 
Sandusky, Ohio, and 3rd fastest

Phone (317) 729-5430
Home 729-5438

Inc., is now one of the largest 
independent manufacturers of glass 
moulding equipment in the nation.

The firm sends its moulds, from 
which glass bottles and jars of 
every size, shape and description 
are formed, to all parts of the 
country. They’re used for everything 
from relatively simple baby food 
jars to exotic designs used by soft 
drink and liquor bottlers.

Back in ’68, while also operating 
an appliance store, Sherm got into 
racing as a sponsor. For two
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LOCATIONS

SALEM, IND. & HARDINSBURG, IND.

THE FUTURE IS BRIGHT
PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS FOR SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY:
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Branch Bank At Hardinsburg Ind

The
State Bank 
Of Salem

1. Removal of bridge to infield.
2. Installation of pedestrian tunnel.
3. New concessions buildings and appliances.
4. Rebuilding of public address system.
5. Complete resurfacing of track.
6. Lengthening and widening of pits.
7. Remodeling and enlarging of scoring tower.

Each depositor insured to $40,000

FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION

8. New flagpole-lined entrance walk.
9. New fencing around exterior of track.

10. New exterior and interior guardrails.
11. New signs at track and directing traffic.
12. Landscaping of entire track and grounds.
13. New 6,000 seat covered grandstand

with backs on seats.
14. New office and storage buildings.
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FATELEY’S
AUTO BODY "Just One Mile East Of Speedway”

SERVICE, INC.
COMPLETE WRECK REBUILDING

PHONE: 244-4525

Phone 883-2491

West Edge of Salem . Salem, Indiana
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5244 CRAWFORDSVILLE ROAD 
SPEEDWAY, INDIANA 46224

SALEM 
MOTEL
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They Come To Race
(Continued from page 21)

WE MEND EM"
"YOU BEND EM

back stretch to the pit entrance, 
installation of a new public address 
system, first repair of 3rd and 4th 
turn humps, then complete resur­
facing using the same firm, the 
same compounds and the same 
specifications as were used in 
repaving the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway.

The repaving will have to wait 
until after the April 9th USAC 
midget race when the weather is 
more reliable. During that same 
period a new flagpole-lined en­
tranceway will be put in. And new 
concession facilities will be instal­
led. New, flag-draped fencing is 
going in.

Later projects will include expan­
sion of the scoring-timing tower, 
landscaping and a new, 6,000-seat 
covered grandstand with chairback 
seats. While Armstrong calls it a 
5-year plan, his eagerness to get it 
done may condense it into 2 or 3 
years.

Even as all this is going on, 
there’s another Armstrong waiting 
in the wings for his shot at racing. 
Sherm, Jr., now 15, has one of the

they make up one of the larger and 
more vocal cheering sections.

Armstrong, Thornburg, Leffler 
and the rest have set their sights on 
the championships of all the divi­
sions in which they compete. They 
agree that winning isn’t everything, 
it’s the only thing.

So that’s the Armstrong Racing 
Team story. New chapters are yet to 
be written. Watch closely for further 
developments.

sharpest go-karts anywhere and 
recently joined the International 
Kart Federation. His racing debut 
will depend on his father’s racing 
schedule. If the team cars are 
running, he wants to be there.

It’s strictly a family affair with 
Shirley and married daughter 
Shauna, a Ball State University 
student, joining Sherm, Sr., and Jr. 
at the races. With the wives and 
families of other team members,

“A Nice Place To Stay”

“Race Fans Are 
Always Welcome”

FIRST AMI OUTING FOR BIGGIE . . . Tom Bigelow’s first appearance in the cockpit 
of the new Paul Leffler Armstrong Mould sprinter at SALEM SUPER SPEEDWAY was 
thwarted by a faulty oil filter that kept him from qualifying. (Photo by John Mahoney)
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1976 U.S.A.C. Midget Standings
SLEEPY TRIPP STEVE LOTSHAW

CHAMPION RUNNER UP

I

-24-

TRIPP
Costa Mesa, California 

717 POINTS - 10 WINS

LOTSHAW
Indianapolis, Indiana

532 POINTS - 1 WIN

STEVE CANNON
Danville, Illinois

7TH
359 POINTS-3 WINS

LARRY PATTON
Anaheim, California

5TH
380 POINTS-2 WINS

JEFF HEYWOOD 
Mission Hills, California 

6TH 
364 POINTS

TOMMY ASTONE
Fresno, California

3RD
442 POINTS - 1 WIN

MEL KENYON
Lebanon, Indiana

4TH
436 POINTS - 2 WINS

RICH VOGLER
Winchester, Indiana

8TH
342 POINTS - 1 WIN

BOB WENTE, SR.
Normandy, Missouri

9TH
301 POINTS -4 WINS

BOBBY OLIVER©
Lakewood, California

10TH
259 POINTS - 1 WIN



1977 USAC Sprint Car Schedule 1977 USAC Midget Schedule
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Terre Haute, Ind. 
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Winchester, Ind. 
Findlay, Ohio 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
Salem, Ind.______
Champaign, III. 
Terre Haute, Ind. 
Schererville, I nd. 
Winchester, Ind. 
Rossburg, Ohio 
Rossburg, Ohio 
Clermont, Ind. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
Findlay, Ohio 
Salem, Ind._______
Rossburg, Ohio 
New Bremen, Ohio 
Schererville, Ind. 
Toledo, Ohio 
Winchester, Ind. 
Winchester, Ind. 
Champaign, III. 
Terre Haute, Ind. 
Schererville, I nd. 
Sandusky, Ohio 
New Bremen, Ohio 
Hamburg, N.Y. 
Schererville, Ind. 
Winchester, Ind. 
Salem, Ind._______
Clermont, Ind. 
Rossburg, Ohio 
Sandusky, Ohio 
Terre Haute, Ind. 
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Winchester, Ind.
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