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‘Welcome to
^wli<z*tafiotto ^acecoay “Pond

On the behalf of the entire staff of Indianapolis Raceway park, it is our pleasure to welcome you to our facility 
for the Budweiser Night Before the 500 presented by WTTS 92.3, the second event of the 1999 season on our 
.686-mile oval.

This is the 54th annual running of this event, which began in 1946 at the old 16th Street Speedway, across 
from the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. Since that facility disappeared in the late 1950s, the race has been 
held at several different venues, but it came to rest here at IRP in 1980, and we are proud to be the hosts for 
such a prestigious and historic event. It is one of those events which all competitors want to add to their 
resume, and its importance adds to the lore of Indianapolis Raceway Park.

If this is your first visit to IRP this year, we call your attention to our new main grandstand and tower/suite 
structure. Coupled with the repaving of the oval last year, this improvement symbolizes the continuing 
commitment of the National Hot Rod Association to maintain IRP’s status as one of the finest motorsports 
facilities in the world.

We also wish to welcome our friends from Anheuser-Busch Inc., the title sponsor of this event and B-F 
Beverage, their local distributor, as well as WTTS 92.3, the presenting sponsor. It is the participation and 
support of sponsors such as these which makes it possible for us to bring you, the racing fan, the very best in 
motorsports.

We sincerely hope you enjoy your visit to Indianapolis Raceway Park, and we ask that you do not hesitate to 
contact us with any suggestions.

Thank you for coming, and enjoy the racing!

TOM WE1SENBACH
Director of Sales & Development

ANGIE EATONJEFF DAKIN
Business ManagerDirector of Operations

Arbus” Racing Series
MIiiiihII* Pacaway Parki
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P.O. Box 34300 10267 East U.S. Highway 136
Indianapolis, IN 46234

Phone (317) 291 -4090 Fax (317)291-4220

NATIONAL HOTROD ASSOCIATION
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

PRESIDENT
EXECUTIVE VP/GENERAL MANAGER 

VP/BUSINESS & LEGAL AFFAIRS

Wally Parks 
Dallas Gardner 
Tom Compton 
Cary Menard

IRPMANAGEMENT TEAM
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS 

NHRA FIELD BUSINESS MANAGER 
DIRECTOR OF SALES & DEVELOPMENT

Jeff Dakin 
Angela Eaton 
Tom Weisenbach

INDIANAPOLIS RACEWAY PARK STAFF
MARKETING SERVICES COORDINATOR 

GROUP SALES COORDINATOR 
COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER 
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS SUPT. 

TICKETING MANAGER 
ACCOUNTING SUPERVISOR 

OPERATIONS COORDINATOR 
OFFICE SUPERVISOR 

OFFICE ASSISTANT 
MAINTENANCE STAFF

Chris Shakley 
Amy Litzelman 
John Potts 
Bill Gunn 
Luann Lee 
Beth Davidson 
Traci Maupin 
Melissa Richey 
Kristie Cook 
Tony Halcomb 
Ron Moore 
George Handy 

MARKETING ASSISTANTS Misha Geiscrt
Melody Miller 
Courtney Sanger

EVENT STAFF
SAFETY DIRECTOR 

MEDICAL DIRECTOR 
MEDICAL COORDINATOR 

PHYSICIANS 
EVENT SERVICES COORDINATOR 

FIRE/RESCUE COORDINATOR 
ANNOUNCERS

Bruce Snider 
Dr. Jim Nossett 
Jenny Austin 
Clarian Health 
Doug Hill 
Rodney Johnson 
Brad Dickison 
Pat Sullivan 
Doug Combs 
Brian Olson 

OVAL PIT STEWARDS Brace Snider
Gene Collier

OPERATIONS CONSULTANT Dave Brown
SECURITY COORDINATOR Steve Wagner
PHOTOGRAPHER LIAISON John Best

ELECTRONICS TECHNICIANS Pete Sharp
Dennis Sharp 
Danny Sharp 
Jesse Swalcy

Cover Photography by John Best (car photo) and Greg Leary (Dave Steele)



Dave Steele Earned First Midget Win In 

1998 Budweiser Night Before the 500
Dave Steele got the first USAC Midget win of his career in who was the only driver to compete in both series, 

the 53rd annual Budweiser Night Before the 500 at Indianapo- Summary:
lis Raceway Park, beating teammate Jason Leffler under the USAC National Championship Midget Series 
checkered flag by 2.5 seconds after 50 laps of the Indianapo- Fast Qualifier: Dave Steele, 21.195 seconds (116.518 mph) 
lis Raceway Park oval. first Qualifying Race: Ricky Shelton, Michael Lewis, John

The event actually became the night "of the 500" after be- Heydenreich, Dane Carter, Robby Flock, Nick Fornoro Jr., Ted 
ing postponed because of inclement weather on Saturday.

Steele, who qualified fastest at 21.195 seconds (116.518 
mph), came from his sixth starting spot to third in just two Reed, David Bridges, 
laps while Leffler, who started on the outside of the front row.

Hines, John Nervo, Keith Butler, Ron Sallman, Dick St. John, 
Scooter Ellis, A.J. Felker, Joe Janowski, Chad Davenport, Barry

Second Qualifying Race: Chris Shultz, Kenneth Nichols, Tony 
grabbed the lead from polesitter Ronnie Johncox in the third Ave, Jerry Coons Jr., Jimmy McCune, Steve Barth, Jeff 
and fourth turns on the first lap.

Both Steele and Leffler were driving Steve Lewis-owned cars A.J. Davis, Travis Welpott. 
prepared by Bob East, powered by Ford-based Ed Pink engines. 50-Lap Feature: Steele, Jason Leffler, Jay Drake, Ronnie 

On the third lap of the newly repaved .686-mile oval, Steele Johncox, Shtlon, Lewis, Coons, Ave, Tracy Hines, Heydenreich, 
moved into a challenging position behind Leffler.

After the first yellow flag came out at 13 laps when Jeff Ted Hines, Ryan Newman. Snelling, Carter, Nichols, Boice. 
Snelling tapped the wall in the first and second turns, Steele Star Mazda Series
dropped low coming off the fourth turn on the restart and took Fast Qualifier: Tony Buffomante, 22.524 seconds (109.643).

50-Lap Feature: Buffomante, Chris Shultz, Dale Vandenbush, 
He stayed in front through two more caution flags, one after Jim Malackowski, Ken DeNault, Darren Palmer, Jeff Beck, 

15 laps when Ryan Newman's car stopped on the front straight- Marty Hahnfeld, Robert Kaminsky, Ken Walker, Randy 
away and another at halfway when Robby Flock's steering Wiseman, Charlie Schaitberger. 
failed and he hit the frontstretch wall.

Snelling, Chris Hayes, Mark Boice, Clay Klepper, Jason Lynch,

Hayes, McCune, Butler, Shultz, Nervo, Fornoro, Flock, Barth,

command.

"I had picked up a little push in the last few laps before 
that," Flock said, "and then when I came off (turn) four, all of 
a sudden I didn't have any steering."

Leffler was comfortably in second, six seconds ahead of 
Jay Drake, who finally got around Johncox with four laps left.

"I haven't run the midgets much," Steele said after the race,
"and I've been waiting for this first win. This is a big race, and 
I have to thank Steve Lewis and Bob East for a great car."

Steele won three times in sprint cars at IRP in 1997.
Johncox placed fourth, with Ricky Shelton rounding out the 

top five.
Placing sixth through tenth were Michael Lewis, Jerry Coons 

Jr., Tony Ave, Tracy Hines, and Johnny Heydenreigh.
In the 50-lap Star Mazda Series feature, Tony Buffomante 

won for the second straight year, leading every lap after start­
ing on the pole. Buffomante qualified at 22,524 seconds 
(109.643 mph).

Chris Shultz was second, with Dale Vandenburg third, James 
Malakowski fourth, Ken DeNault fifth, an Darren Palmer sixth.

The only incident of the race occurred on the 37th lap, when 
Palmer got sideways in the first turn while running second, 
recovered, and Charlie Schaitberger spun to avoid him and 
contacted the outside wall in the second turn. A small fire 
erupted in the rear of Schaitberger's car, but it was quickly 
handled by the IRP emergency crews. The driver was unin­
jured, but the car was out of the event.

Palmer continued and actually took the checkered flag in 
second place, but was scored at the end of the lead lap for product out of the first place trophy from Mike Carper of BF
having caused the caution flag.

Midget qualifying races were won by Shelton and Shultz,

Dave Steele got some assistance partaking of the sponsor's

Beverage in Indianapolis.
(PHIL RIDER photo)
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Jason Leffler (9) leads teammate Dave Steele in the early stages of the 1998 Budweiser Night Before the 500. Steele got past 
after a restart on the 15th lap and went on to win by 2.5 seconds, with Leffler placing second to give the Steve lewis team a 1-2 
sweep in one of the sport’s biggest midget races.

(PHIL RIDER Photo)

Dave Steele leads Chris Hayes through the second turn late in 
the 50-lap feature.

(JOHN BEST Photo)

Amy East, whose father built and maintained the cars 
which finished first and second last year, is now a pit 
reporter for ESPN’s coverage of the NASCAR 
Craftsman Truck Series.

Jason Leffler takes to the inside to get past the car of Dane 
Carter late In the race. (BILL ZMIRSKI Photo)(L. KELLOGG Photo)



,

)*	���%�� �2�+7��)����� ��7� �BCC�
3�%�4�9�"+ �4"	 �$�����	 �3�%����

�

&	� �����"������ ��� ������������ ����� ���� ���� ����� ��	� ��	���" �
�� ��	� ������������� ����� ����	 �0�� ��������� �� ������ ���������� �
�	��	 �	�� ����� ����� ��� ��	� �����+����� ���� ����� ��	�� �#$������)

&	�� ������� ������������� ��� ��	� � �������� �!�"	� � ����� ��	� �
#$$��� ��	� �)-.-/���� ���+�� ��+�� ��� ������������� �������� �1��� �
���� ��� ��	� �#��	 ��� ��	� ��������� �	������ ��� ��	�� �����) ������� ���"�� �
�� ��	� �A������/���� ������� ��+�� ��� ��	� ���� �, -�	 ������� ������ G
���� �8��� ������� ��	�� ��	����"	���� ����� ��	� ������������� �0� G
��� ���������� ��� �,'�-)

&	� �������	��� ��� ��������� ���"� �0���	���� ��	� ����� �	�� ��� G
���� ��������� ��	� ����"��� �/��	� �A���� ���� ��B�����" ����� ��	��	 �
��� ���+���� �������� ����+�� ��� ��	� ���������� ��������" �"����� ���� �
���� ��	��� ��+�� ������ ����+��� ��� ��	� �;����� �������)

�� ��	� ���"�����"� ��	� �����������" ����� ���� ��	� �5������� �
5��������� �5������������ �2������ � ����� ���� ��	�� ��	� �;����� �
������ �5��� �2��� ��	�� ������������� �555 ��� �,'#-)

&	� ��+��� �	�� ������� ����� �� ��	������� ���� �����+����� ��� �
���"�� ����	����"�� ���� �	�� ����� ����� �����������" ��	��"�� �
�	���"	 ���� ����" �	������)

1����������� ���� ��B������ �	�+� ��+��+�� ����� ��	� ����� ��� �
�	� ��������� �7��� �E./-$� ��	���"	 ��	� ������	����� ���� ��� ��	� �
, '#$� ���� �, '-$�� ��	�� ���B/�������� �7��� �7����� ���� �2	�+� ����
��"���� ����� ����� �������" ��	� �������������� �����/������� �
������)

�� ��	� ������� ������ ��� ��	�� �������� ����� ������������" ���"��� �
�������� ������� �� ������/����� �2	�+� �E. ��� �	��� �>���"�	����? ���� �
���� ��� ����	 ��� ���"��� ��	��	 ���8���� �������� ������ �	�"	��/ �
�������� �E������"�� ������������ ����� ��� ��	� ������)

&	� �E%���� ��	� ���"��� ��� ��	���� ���� ����� ��	�� �,# ������� �
����� ��	� ������ ������� �������� ����� ��� ��	� �	�"	��� ���"�� ��� �
����� ����� �����+������ ���� ��	�� ��	� �@	����E.� �����"�� ��"���� �
�	�� ����� ����	 ���� ����	����"� �����"��" ����� ������)

&	� ������ �+������ ���� ��	� ���� ���"��� ������ ��� ��	� ���1 ��+�� �
���� ��� ��	� ��*�� ������� � �������� �!�"	� � ����� ��	� �#$$��� �
0�� ��� �,'.. ��	�� �<��� �2�������� ������ ������ ��	� ��	������� �
���" ���	��� �� �1������)

 � ��	� ����� ��	� ���B� ������� ������� �������� ��	� ���� ������ ��� �
���"�� ���"���� ��������� ��� ������ ����� ��������� �2������	� �
H������ �7������� �5����� ���� ���	�� ����� �������� �����������" ��	� �
+�������� ���� �E%)

 � �,''(� �� ���� �E� ���"��� ���� ������ ���� ������������ �>�	�� �
���� ��	� �2	�+� �E. �	�� ����� ������� ����������?� ���� �� ���� �E- �
��� ��+�������)

&	� ����� �	�� ����� ����� ��	� �����"���� ��� ����� ���� ������ ��� �
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������"���� �������� ��� �	�� ������ ������" ��+�� ��� �� �;�52 ����"�� �/�
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@!�"	� � �����@ ����"���� ���� �����������" ���������� ����� ����� �� �
��� �+��� ��� ����	 �����+��� ���� ����	������ ���)�D+�� ��	��� ��	��� �
���� ������� ��	�� ����+��� ����	 �@���@������ ��� ��	� ����"�� �
���"��� ���"	� ����� ����� ����� ������� ��	� ������� ��� ��	������G
�	�� ����� ��� ��	� ���������" ���� ������ ��	��� ����� ��������� �	������)

%��	 ��	� �������" ��� ��	� ����"���� ������ ��	� ����"��� ���+�� �
���� ��	� ����� �A������/���� ��� ��	� �C����� ��������� ��� �,'#'� �
�	�� ��������� ��� ���+����� ��� ��	� ����/����	/���� ��� ��	� ������ G
������� ���������� ��� �,'-() �������� ����� ��� �C����� ��� �,'-F� �
�	�� ����� ���� ������ ����������� ��� ��	� ���1 ��+�� ��� �,'-') �&	� �
��� ����� ����� ������ ��� ��	� �������� ������ �7���"������ ������� �
�	� ����� ��� ��	� ����� ��� �,'F(� ���� �������� ����� ��� ���1 ��� �,'F� �
��� ��������� ��	��� ��	���"	 �,'F.)

�� �,'F'� ��	� ����� ���� �	��� ��� ��	� ����������� ���� �����	�� �
������ �� ���������� ���B���� ��� ���1 ��� �,'.$)

&	���"	 ��	� ������� ��	� ����� �	�� �"����� ��� �������"� ������ ������ �
��� ��	��	 ���� ����"�� ������������ ����� ��� ���� ������� ��	��� ���G
���� ��� ��+��)

�� ��	� ������ ������� ���� ��	���"	 ��	� �, '-$�� ������� ��� ��	��G
�����	�� ����� ���������� ��	� ���� ����� ���� �"����������� �����	 G
��" �������� �	�� ����+��� �	������ ��	� �A����/�������" ����"���) �
0��� ��	�� ���� ��	�������	�� ������� ���� ������������ ��� ��� �
����� ���� ��	� �������� ������� ��� �	����� ��	� �@��"�����)@

&	� �����/��"��� ���+������� ������� ��	�� �������� �������������� �
�� �������� ���� ����	 ��	� ���+��� ��� ��	� ����� ������" �=��"�� ���� �
�	� �������� ��� ����+��� ����	 ��� �&��� ��������� ��	��� �	������" �
�	� ����"��� ����� ��"��� �	�+� �	��� ��	�� ��	��� �������� ����� ��� �
�����)

+��� �>	�&	� �/,1�5�" �� � 5	� ��� �5����� �	� � �� �4�&5��"�� �
6��� �4��	�� � �� �'��� ��7	��9 ���?" �)�""��� �4	7 �����	��	� ���" �
5�%� 	 � �� �"��	�& �5�� ��� �,00��
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C.MND OPENING
AUTO PAINT >*■

SALE!

e._ " NEW SHOPS!-
V jf

/ ij

AVE 50-s TIME ONLY!
^cheib-"r7T»"BEST" ^Scheib

PER WEEK!

LIMITED TO FIRST 
50 CARS 
PER WEEK! m

6-YEAR UMITED WARRANTY. 
SEE SHOP FOR DETAILS. 

BRING IN COUPON TO REDEEM OFFER
1-YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY.

SEE SHOP FOR DETAILS.$1Tup $9AQ95
OVER 10 MILLION CARS PAINTED SINCE 1937!

OPEN MON.-FRI. 7:30 AM-6:00 PM • SAT. 8:00 AM-NOON

INDIANAPOLIS • 4502 Keystone Ave. • 317-545-9995 
**E. INDIANAPOLIS • 7201 E Washington St. • 317-352-9903 

S. INDIANAPOLIS • 2730 Madison Ave. • 317-787-1385 
W. INDIANAPOLIS • 4500 Lafayette Rd. • 317-297-9530

PLUS S10.00 E P A./HAZ CHARGE EURO-PAINT AVAILABLE IN MOST COLORS 
TRUCKS VANS SPORT UTILITY VEHICLES AN0 SOME COLORS SLIGHTLY HIGHER 

" *0VERSIZE0 TRUCK PAINT BOOTH AVAILABLEBEST PRICES ON BODY WORK!



I]

DRIVERS

BRAD ARMSTRONG 
New Palestine, Ind.

PAT ABOLD 
Pennellville, N.Y.

TONY AVE 
Hurley, Wis.

STEVE BARTH 
Alexandria, Ind.

DONNIE BEECHLER 
Springfield, III.

DAVID BRIDGES 
Indianapolis, Ind.

DANE CARTER 
Brownsburg, Ind.

KENT CHRISTIAN 
Plainfield, Ind.

DEREK DAVIDSON 
Lafayette, Ind.

TIM COX 
Park City, III.

DAVE DARLAND 
Kokomo, Ind.

JERRY COONS JR. 
Tucson, Ariz.
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Jackson Oil 

& Solvents
(800) 221-4603

W-W-W-W.W.%
Just another restaurant

(ud Daytona's just Mother racetrack)

Race on over to
Cracker Barrel Old Country Store 

For your chance to join a 
Winning team today

We offer: IKendall {
* Sign On Bonus
* HMlth/Li2«/DmUl Insurance
* Paid Vacation
* 401 X
  ���!"  #��$���
  %�������  &$�!����  '���
  (��)$���  �!*�����

and more

MOTOR OIL
If this sounds like victory lane to 

you, stop by our 
Restaurant at 

3840 Eaglcvicw Drive 
1-465 and W. 38th St 

Or call us at 317-298-8908 
To join our winning team 

today

Official Sponsor of the 

Team Kendall Challenge 

atIRP
Kendall products are 

used and recommended by
IRP

EOE

mum'INDIANA PjQ'UISlR'A TCEWA Yi
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!�*"	 �6�� �!�*"	 ����	+��% �!��'�	� �$� �

,� �17� �)�%��4����" �$��" �-" ������%(���%
&	� �02� �%����2�� �;�52 �0��"�� �2�� ������� ����+���� ����� �

�� ��	� ����� ��B�����" ���� ����������+� ������� ��� ���� ��� ������������� �
��� ��	� ����"�+��� ��� ��	�� ����� ��� ������" ��� ���������� ��� ���� �
������)

&	��� �	�+� ����� ������ ��� �5������� ����� ������" �	������ ��	�� �
�	� ����"��� �	�+� ���8���� ��������+���� ����������� �/�� ����� ��� �
����� �����" ��	� ������ ������������ ���������" �%���� �%�� ����/���� �
�	��� �	�+� ����� ���	�� ������ ��	�� ��	� ������� ������� ���

��

����� ���� �+�������� ���� ��� ��	��� ����������� ��� ��	�� ����� ��� ������" �
	�+� ��� ��B�������� ��	� ����"���)

0��"�� ������"�� �	������ ��	���"	 ��	� ������ �	�� ����� ���������� �
��� ��	� ��	��"�� ��� ��	� ������ �	�+� ����������� ���+����� ��� ����� G
����+� ����	����"� ��� ����� ��� ��	��� ��� ���	�� ������ ��� ������")

1���������� �	�+� ��+��+�� ����� ����������� ���� ��������� �
����� ���"���� ��� ��	� ����� ��� ��	� ��������� �7��� �E./-$� ��	���"	 �
�	� ������	����� ���� ��� ��	� �, '#$� ���� �, '-$� ������ ������� ��	�� �
	�"	/����������� �������� ��� ������ ���"���� ����� ��� ��� ��	� �
���� ����������)

�����+��� ��� ��	� ����"�� ������" ������ �	�+� �+����� ��	� �����/ �
���� ����� ��	� ����� ��� ���	�� ����� ��� ������" �����"	� ����	 ������ ���� ��	�� ������� ��	� ���+��� ��� �����+���� ������ ��� ������������� �
����������� ���� ��	���/��/�	��� �������) �&	�� �	�� ��	��� �����/ �������� �1���� ���"�����" ��� �,'..� ��	��	 �������� ����������� �
�������� ��� ����+��� ���� ������ ��	� ���������� ���	�� ����	� ������������ ��� ��	� ������� ���� ��	�� ��������� ��� ���� ��B������� �	�"	

���	 �D�1!( ������" ��	� ������� ����� ���+��" ������ ���� ��+�� ��	� �
�����)

�������� ���� ���������� ��������� ��� �����)
&	���"	 ���� ��	� �@����@������� �	���+��� ��	��� ��������� �� �	��� G

���� ���������" ���� ��	� ����"��� ��� ����	 ������ ��� ��	� ������) �&	���

������������ �������� ���������)
&	��� �A���� ���� ��B�����" ����� ���� ���+���� �������� �	�+� �

���+�� ��� ��	� ���������� ��������" �"����� ���� �����/�	��� ��+�� ������ �
���+��� ��� ��	� �;����� �������� ���� ��	� ��+����� �������� ���� ��	�
���"��� �	����� ������� ��	��"�� ����	 ��	� ���+��� ��� ��	� ����� ��� G
"��� ����� �2��)

&���� ��	� ����� ���� ��� ��	� ������������� �#$$/0��� ����� ������ �
�� ��� ��	���"	 ��	� ������� ���� ���� ����� ������" ������� ��+�� ����	 �
�	� ���������� ������ ������	�� ��+�� ��	� ����� ������� ��� ������ �
���	 ��	� ���� ����� ������" �=��"��� ���� ��	�� ������ ��� ������ ����� �
�� ����� �2��� ��� �����������) �5��� ������ ��	�� ���+�� ��� ���� ��� ��	� �
���� ��������+� ��� ��	��� ��� ��	� ����� ��� ��	� ������� ���� ��	��� ���
���� ���� ����� �� �������� ������� ��� ����+���) � �%�� �6�5��� ��" �	�� �	� � �� ���"��� �" ��" ��� � �� �F�= �C	��&�	�

5� ��	� ����� ������ ���+�� ���� ����� ��+�� ������� ���� �������� �����*��� �F�&�� ���� ������"� ��� �	��� ��	 �%� ������� ��� ���& ���" �
�+�� ��	� �;����� �������� ���� ���� ��	��� ��	� ������� ��� ����+� ��� �"��G 	� �%��� �� ����&�� �*�����"� %9 ��� :" ������&% �5	� � ���� � ���" �
����/�	��� ���� ��� �� ������ ����� ��	��� �	��� ��� ��� ���� ��� ��	� �@)�F�&�� ��	�)� � �	� ���& �=��� ���& �@�" ���" �5��< �5	� � �� �
���� ����+����" �������� ��	� ����	 �������� ������ ��� �� ����� ��� ����	����	�� �F�� �)��"�� �& �7%��� %?"��	� � �� ��		�" �(��� �*��� �
���"�� ��� ���� ����� ��� �����	��)

���� �����"����� ���"�� ����	 �A������ ����"��� ����� ����	 �"�
������ �4���� ������� ������" �	� � ��" � ���<�

5D+� �C?�1+$ �$32427
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������7��9 ���& � �� ����7�� �	� ����&���� �" %��" � ��% ��H��7� � �=�� �� �)�	 	 ��7	��9 � ���< �
���	�& ��	�&�� �����" ����� I �/J�1 ��" �@�" �"���� �% �K�		"�� �K�5���� �� ��� �4�� � :" ���� ��" �� �
��  �� �K�		"�� L�5� � �5���� � ���"��� ���� ��� � �� ���� ���	� �5�����
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