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At ARC / Halibrand

I ARC— Halibrand

Every single time the axle moves.
Every single time hundreds of brute 
horsepower is applied.
Every single time the axle is asked to go 
from a complete stop to taking tons of 
torque and turning it into a win.
Because the win is what it’s all about. 
At ARC/Halibrand, you’re not spending 
your hard earned dollars for just another 
part. You’re buying a part of history.
We help make your serious racing...more 
fun. Because winning, is fun.

8157 Wing Avenue 
El Cajon, CA 92020 
714/449-2343
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You Get A Lot for Your Money!
Consider for a moment, building a 
Championship Rear End of this caliber. 
From scratch.
Design a center section that is at once 
both light...also magnificently strong. 
Bored, honed, machined and finished to 
tolerances beyond aircraft usage.
Fully complement that center section 
with side plates, drive axle, ring & pinion, 
hubs, knockoffs, bearing, studs, high 
grade fasteners. Fully integrate that 
design so that every single piece works 
in complete harmony with the others...
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ASSOCIATION WE WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME
EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU TO THE DIRT

TRACKER’S PARADE OF CHAMPIONS
THE 1980 KNOXVILLE NATIONAL

CHAMPIONSHIP SPRINT CAR RACES.
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ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF KNOXVILLE, 
IOWA AND THE MARION COUNTY FAIR

RON SHUMANN
1979 National Champion

WORTH DARNELL
President

Marion Co. Fair Association

JAMES BELL
Mayor of Knoxville

RANDY SMITH
1979 Track Champion

1

RALPH CAPITANI
Race Director 

Marion Co. Fair Association

MIKE BROOKS
1980 Point Leader
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Knoxville Raceway Officials

EARL WAGNER

LARRY HOLKEN SARGENTANITA JOHNSON

STEVE COONJIM ROUSHMIKE FISHERDWAYNE ROBUCK

V

DEE ENGLEBY
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More of the Raceway Family. . .
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DAVE HILL JENEANNE VISSER DICK DUNKIN STAN KIMM

GARY VERWERS RICK VAN DONSELOAR

SAM & CATHY NICHOLS

1980 TRACK OFFICIALS

ELAINE VOYCE

JACK MILLER
3
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FAIR BOARD PRESIDENT 
RACE DIRECTOR..............
PIT STEWARD..................
ASSISTANT STEWARD . . . 
ASSISTANT STEWARD . . . 
RULES COORDINATOR... 
TIMER  
OFFICIALS  
ANNOUNCERS  
FLAGMAN  
ASSISTANT FLAGMAN 
PUBLICITY  
CONCESSION MANAGER  
PUSH TRUCK MARSHALL  
ASSISTANT PUSH TRUCK MARSHALL 
SECURITY CHIEF GROUNDS  
SECURITY CHIEF INFIELD  
TRACK MAINTENANCE  
PAYMASTER  
TRACK PHOTOGRAPHY BY 

Our Thanks to the emergency crews, fire crews, push-truck operators, 
wreck crews and all others who help us make this the best sprint car show 
on earth.

Worth Darnell 
. Ralph Capitani 
. . .Earl Wagner 
. . Gene Kirfman 
Dwayne Robuck 
. . .Norm Wadle 
...........Larry Hol 

Donna Vert, Nita Johnson, Naomi Kirfman, Dee Engelby 
................................................... Tim Trier, Ken Sargent 

............................................................................... Steve Coon 
“Boge" Johnson 

.......................................................Ken Sargent, Donna Vert 
.Sarah.Rinehart 
.Jim.Roush 

Mike Fisher 
.Stan Kimm 
.Gary Verwers 
.Dick Dunkin 
.Karen. Wadle 

...............Jeneane Visser 
Beetle Bailey, Dave Hill

r n :j 
« t, .4
•• t)

:: riK - s «



1980 KNOXVILLE RACEWAY PERSONNEL

Dave Capitani

Michelle Theiman

Rick Clark
Don Clark

Elaine Voyce

Debbie Parker Dick Dunkin, Jr.
Chris Dunkin

Jr. Spaur
Kevin Caylor
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Betty Mitchell 
Russ Marshall 
Dwight Glover 
Julie Cameron

Jean Barbour
Lucretia Spaur

.......President 
. Vice President 

..........Secretary 
.......  Treasurer 
Eugene Harvey 

Lee Van Gorp 
Jim Cummings

Jim Davis
Lyman Smith 

Rex Roush 
Dennis Clark

Ray Dyer 
Ellis Metcalf 

Merrill Robuck

Mike Cunningham
John Capitani

BEER SELLERS
Jim Mitchell
Roxanne Caldwell
Sherry Marshall
Doug Cameron

NATIONAL ANTHEM
Annie Jones

TICKET CLERKS
Lena Bankus
Luella Parker

OFFICE
Arleta Voyce

MARION COUNTY FAIRBOARD 
Worth Darnell...................................
Ralph Dyer.........................................
Herb Cline.........................................
Don Rodgers.....................................
Wyatt Applegate 
Brownie Hudson 
Roy Beller 
Lloyd Core 
Gene Stevenson 
Bill Rinehart 
Don Rees 
Park Bingley 
Jim Goff 
Jerry Beyer

ELECTRICIANS
Rick Van Donsler

TRACK PHOTOGRAPHY
Dave Hill’s Shirt Shack, Photos by Jeneanne, Roger 
Arndt, Beetle Bailey Racing Photos, Jerry Clum’s Racing 
Photos, Photos by Karl, Arizona Sport Shirts, Tom Mac 
Laren, Chuck Sterlings Racing Photos, Gary Spoerl, Mike 
Arthur

TRACK CREW
Randy Clark

BEAUTY QUEEN PAGEANT
Kathy Visser

CAMPING
Mike Cunningham

SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Sheriff’s Auxiliary and Marion County Sheriff’s Dept.

DRIVER
Gary Price

PACE CAR
Courtesy of Ron Perdock Company of Knoxville

QUEENS CROWN
Kathy Visser

AWARDS
Knoxville Chamber of Commerce

GROUNDSKEEPERS
Dave Capitani
Mark Havier

TRACK INSURANCE
K. & K. Insurance

TRACK MAINTENANCE
Dick Dunkin

CONCESSIONS
Sarah Rinehart, Annie Jones, Elaine Voyce, Mark 
McRoberts, Paul Vander Linden, Betty Vander Linden, 
Mary Goemaat, Ila Work, Gary Smith, Brenda Voyce, 
Ruth Goemaat, Marcia Goemaat, Barb Stevenson, Teresa 
Voyce, Kim Slykhuis, Mike Douglas, Ada Mae 
Cummings, Norma Kimm, Halene King, Mike Crozier, 
Bonnie McDonald, Roger Sytsma, Carol Rinehart, Jackie 
Rankin, Bob McRoberts, Betty McRoberts, Jeanne Smith, 
Theresa Anderson, Kristi Conway, Jamie Freeman, 
Connie Peterson, Carol Rowland, Kim Johnston, Deanna 
Smith, Teresa Tonda and Linda Tibboel

AMBULANCE AND MEDICAL STAFF
Ruth Hurkin, Mahala Moss, Francis Hulgan, Randy 
Brisel, Pat Moss, Arden Graves, Cathy Nichols, Knoxville 
Volunteer Fire Dept., Evans-McCleery Ambulance, 
Knoxville Raceways Ambulances. All on duty doctors from 
Mater Clinic, Knoxville

POLICE
Stan Kimm, Coy Work, Jack Kingery, Merrill Michaels, 
Kenneth DeGoey, Ralph Grabow, Bill Lundy, D.T. 
Robuck, Tom Hughs, Patty Robuck, Forrest Hall, Orville 
Hall, Don Mincks, Ken VanSyoc, Floyd Pope, Gary 
VerWers, Gail Rowland, Jim Nichol, Jerry Best, Terry 
DeJong, Charles Reeves, and Robert Weist



1980 NATIONALS
Schedule Of Events

NOTICE
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On the first night of qualifying, Wednesday, Aug. 
13, one half of the total entry list of sprint cars will 
time trial. After the time trial program is completed, 
each entry will be awarded a certain amount of points 
as determined by their order of speed during 
qualifying. (The fastest car will receive the most 
points, the second fastest will receive the second 
most points and so forth on down the line.)

Then all the top qualifying cars will compete in 
heat races. The order of finish in the heat races will 
also receive a sum of points proportioned to the way 
they finished. (First place will receive the most 
points, second place the second most and so on down 
the line.)

Then, the cars that have qualified for the feature 
event will also receive points in respect to the order 
in which they finish the feature. (First place the most 
points, second place the second most and so on 
down the line.)

After the entire racing program is completed for 
that night, each race car will have received a total 
number of points based on how well they ran their 
time trial, how well they finished their heat race and 
how well they finished in the feature.

The same procedure will be used on Thursday, 
August 14, with the second half of all the entries 
competing in time trials, heat races, and a feature 
event with the point system again awarding the 
second half entries the same amount of points that

Saturday Aug. 9
Tuesday Aug. 12
Tuesday Aug. 12
Wednesday . . . Aug. 13
Thursday Aug. 14
Friday Aug. 15
Saturday Aug. 16
Saturday Aug. 16

Editor’s Note: This method of qualifying for a 
National Championship, by all appearances, is the 
only method that almost guarantees the fans a 
chance to see all the best race drivers in the best race 
cars competing in the top events. [Not just who has 
the fastest time trial]

For The Benefit Of All Racing Fans, The Following Is A Short Explanation Of The 
Qualifying Procedures For The National Championship Events For 1980.

7:30 p.m Sprint Car Races 
7:00 p.m Beauty Queen Pageant 
9:00 p.m Coronation Dance 
7:30 p.m. . Nat’l Time Trials & Full Racing Program 
7:30 p.m. . Nat’l Time Trials & Full Racing Program 
7:30 p.m Non-qualifiers Racing Program 

10:00 a.m Nationals Parade
7:30 p.m 20th Annual Sprint Car Nationals

the first half received on Wednesday night.
After the racing program is completed on 

Thursday night, every car that has entered the 
National Racing Program will have received a certain 
number of points based on how well he did on his 
racing night, whether it was Wednesday or 
Thursday. The points then will be assembled in 
numerical order with the highest number of points 
being on the top of the qualifying list and the lowest 
number being on the bottom. The top twenty 
cars on the list by order of points will go to the 
National Championship event. The second twenty 
cars on the list will go to the “B” Main event, and 
the third twenty cars will go to the “C” Main event. 
All other cars will go to the non-qualifiers racing 
program that will be held on Friday night.

First and Second place cars in Fridays 
non-qualifiers feature will move to the tail of 
Saturday nights C-Feature. The Mystery Feature on 
Friday night carries no points and has no bearing on 
the Saturday night feature.



o203 MARRAY DRIVE
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Race Car Performance... 
For Your Street Machine 

^CARRERA

^few"choice parts can give your car a totally different personality.

engineered racing,-shocks, proven on the track by such notables as Jim Fitzgerald 
Carsori B^jrd; can produce astounding handling improvements for your everyday street car 

MSfeith4ittle?orhb increase in suspension harshness.

At Carrera," racing shocks for the track and for the street are our business. So when you discover 
the difference Carreras can make and you begin to perceive your street machine as maybe more 
than it really is....................well?

CMCARRERAQ
RACING SHOCKS

(404) 451-8811 O ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30341
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED



NATIONAL ENTRIES 1980
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35
37
38
38
40
42
43
44
47
48

-DICK-MORRIS -5. 
EDDIE LEAVITT  
[pwn.] SCOTCH GROVE RACING 

TOM CRUMP..................................
(Own.] RADAR RACING  
CON EDWARDS  
DON REINERS..............................
TIM GREEN  
DENNIS OLSON............................
JR. PARKINSON  
LARRY GIAQUE  
BOBBY HOUSEMAN...................
JOE SALDANA  

 
WAYNE YORK 17k

TERRY DOSS  
KEN BIERTZER  
RON SHUMAN  
MACKIE HEIMBAUGH  
DAN SHEAREN  
PAT McKEEHAN  
CLIFF WOODWARD  
LEE OSBORNE  
DEAN ERFURTH  
GARY GRAY  
BOB HOP  
SAM SWINDELL  
DONNIE SPIEKER  
ROGER RAGER  
RALPH BLACKETT  
KEITH J EPSON 
CURTIS EVANS  
STEVEN KINSER  
MIKE PROFFITT  
CHRIS MAURER  
EDD FRENCH 

.Kearney, Mo. 
. .. Des Moines, la. 

. Memphis, Tenn. 
. Kansas City, Mo. 
.... Elk River, Mn. 

Kokomo, Ind. 
..Norwalk, la. 

West Minster, Col. 
. . Kansas City, Mo. 

...........Knoxville 
Glen Ellyn, III. 

LeMars, la. 
.Kearney, Mo. 

Fairfax, la. 
. Greenwood, Ind. 
Pleasant Hill, Ohio 
.......... Altoona, Iowa 

. Sioux Falls, S.D. 
Carmichael, Cal. 

.... Braham, Minn. 
Gladstone, Mo. 

..Seville, Ohio 
. . . Des Moines, la. 
...........Lincoln, Neb. 

.........Albuquerque, N.M.
. Lyons, Co. 

..........................Tulsa, OK. 
..........West Bend, WIs. 

........................Mesa, Arlz. 
............Des Moines, la. 

.................... Hugo, Minn. 

........................Wlnso,. Mo. 

...................Kearney,. Mo. 
..............Jamestown, Ind. 
...................Madison, WIs. 
........... Indianapolis, Ind. 
.............Mendota, Minn. 

....................Bartlett,.Tenn. 
........... West Fargo, N.D. 
....................Mound, Mn. 

..................... Knoxville, la. 
Seattle, Wash. 

................Carrollton, Mo. 
............Bloomington, Ind. 
..............Pleasantville, la. 
............................. Colfax, la. 

Colleyville, Texas

.... Findlay, Ohio 
Kansas City, Mo. 
Sugar Creek, Mo. 
. . St. Joe, Indiana 
.Tulsa, Oklahoma 
. .Tempe, Arizona 

Hanover, Pa 
Algona, la. 

. . Tolleson, Arlz. 
. Wichita, Kansas 
. . St. Peter, Mn. 

............... Algona, la 
...........Fairfield, la. 

Tulsa, Ok. 
. . . Fostoria, Ohio 
Burlington, Mich. 

. Grand Island, Neb. 
Winfield, la. 

..................Troy, Ohio 
Oklahoma City, Ok. 
. . .Sioux Falls, S.D. 
. . . . Aecumseh, Mi. 

. . Thunder Bay, Ontario
Olive, III. 

.............Torrence, Cal. 
Sacramento, Cal. 

................ Lincoln, Neb. 
............Memphis, Tenn 
........... Des Moines, la. 
.... Holt Summit, Mo. 

.............San Jose, Cal. 
.................Knoxville, la. 

Denver, Col. 
. . Lambertville, Mich. 
........Alberta, Canada 

St. Paul, Minn. 
..........Sacramento, Cal. 

Fort Dodge, la. 
.................... Brighton, la. 

Cerritos, Cal. 
. . Independence, Mo. 
................ Knoxville, la. 
................St. Paul, Mn. 

........................Canton, III 
........... Des Moines, la. 

Long Beach, Cal. 
...........Arlington, Tex. 

.......................Liston,. Ind. 
.................Kokomo, Ind. 
Hendersonville, Tenn. 

Sidney, Australia 
................. Des Moines 

. Minneapolis, Minn.
...........Newton, la. 
Sacramento, Cal. 
Sacramento, Cal. 
. .Carrollton, Mo. 
.... Dysart, Iowa 
. Glendale, Arlz. 

. Wisner, Neb. 
... Lincoln, Neb. 

. N. Platte, Neb. 
. . Longmont, Col. 
. .St. Paul, Minn. 

......................Kansas City, Mo.

0 
1
1 H- 
1 
1 
01 
1A 
1A 
1A 
1N 
1B 
M1 
2 
2 
2A 
3 
3G 
3X 
3X 
4 
4 
4S 
5 
5/ 
06 
6 
6T 
6X 
7X 
8 
08 
9 
9 
9C 
9Y 
09 
10 
10X 
11 
011 
11M 
12 
13 
14 
15 
15

150 
17 
18 
20 X 
20 

I21 121 
21N 
21N 
22 
23 
25A 
26 
28 
29 
29C 
31 
33

RICK FERKEL...................
KEN POTTER  
RODGER WRIGHT . 
LARRY GATES .................
LARRY SLAWSON  
LEALAND McSPADDEN 
BOBBY ALLEN 
[Own.] DARYL AREND 
LARRY CLARK.............
MIKE PETERS 
BOBBY GELDNER 
BOB MARSHALL ... 

GALEN MARTIN  
TOMMY THOMAS 
AL LISKAI .....................
JERRY CARMAN 
JIM GOETTSCHE. . . . 
DARRELL HEWITT. . . 
JACK HEWITT  
SHANE CARSON  
DOUG WOLFGANG 
SAM RACEY .................
lyn mcintosh 
[Own.] JOHN MATTA ( 
RON REA  
LeROY VAN CONNETT 
GARY DUNKLE  
TERRY GRAY  
LENARD McCARL . .
GARY SCOTT...................
EARL G. KELLEY .... 
JOHN McCOY  
RICK MONTGOMERY 
JOHN NAIDA 
TIM GEE  
DOUG TOEPPER 
JIMMY SILLS  
DEAN SMITH  
ADRIAN ZOUTTE . 
DUANE FEDUSKA 
AL MURIE....................

MIKE BROOKS  
JACK SCHOSTAG  
ED GRANT  
ART COONS  
[Own.]CHUCK HOWARD 
BILL MARSHALL  
LEE JAMES  
RON FISHER  
DANNY SMITH ...  

[Own.] BOBTROSTLE  
CLIFF KOIDAHL.............................
MARK SHAFFER  
JIMMY SILLS  
GARY PATTERSON  
TOM CORBIN....................................
ROGERIECHTENBERG ............
JERRY MILLER... 
RICH BRAHMER . . 
LLOYD BECKMAN . 
RON WILLIAMS . . . 
DON JOHNSON .... 
JOHN STEVENSON 
[Own.] JACK POTTER

K

^3

inis is not complete and number changes will occure for the 
Nationals.

DALE McCARTY . . 
MIKETHOMAS . . 
RONNIE DANIELS 
JON BACKLUND . . 
BILL DOLLANSKY 
TIM BOOKMILLER 
RANDY SMITH . . . 
LAYNE WRIGHT . 
JERRY POTTER . 
TIM DEAVER  

482X RICH VOGLER . . 
49 
49 
49Jr. 
50 
50 
51 
54 
55 
59 
65 
66 
69 
71 
71 
72 
73 
75X 
75 
76 
76 
80 
81 
81 
81E 
83 
88 
91 
96X 
96 
98 
9fiX. 
99 
wr 
110

”77$ 
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Past Nationals
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1971—JAN OPPERMAN, Lewisburg, Pennsylvania started on the pole by virtue of a 
:20.91 time trial and was never really challenged to win the National. Earl Wagner 
was second, Eddie Leavitt, third; Dick Sutcliffe, fourth. Former Champion Ray Lee 
Goodwin was fifth and Jerry Blundy, sixth. Bill Utz got the “B" Main and Bert 
Sonners took the consolation, after several accidents halted It a number of times.

1967—THAD DOSHER, Topeka. Kansas won the 1967 National Championship and 
collected $3,000 for his efforts. Other placlngs were: Bob Williams, 2nd; Larry 
Cannon, 3rd; Jerry Weld, 4th; Bill Utz, 5th; Ken Williams, 6th; Joe Saldana, 7th; 
John Capels. 8th; Ray Lee Goodwin, 9th; Marvin Gibson, 10th; Harold Leep, 11th. 
Jerry Blundy was the winner of the “B” Main. Joe Saldana set a new one-lap record of 
:21.45 seconds. There were 90 cars and drivers on hand for the three day event. Heat 
races went to Jay Woodside, Lloyd Beckman, Ken Weld, John Capels, Joe Saldana 
and Dan Kruegar. Stan Borofsky won the Consee.

1966—JAY WOODSIDE, Kansas City, Mo. won the 1966 National Championship race 
just ahead of Lincoln, Nebraska's Lloyd Beckman who was second. Two time champ 
Ken Weld was third. Other finishers and how they finished are Ken Taylor, 4th; Tom 
Bigelow, 5th; Bob Williams, 6th; Jerry Weld, 7th; Earl Wagner, 8th; Larry Cannon 
9th; Don Edmunds, 10th; Harold Leep, 11th; Stacy Redmond, 12th; Cliff Blundy, 
13th. 91 cars were on hand for two nights of timing with Jay Woodside the fastest 
qualifier of the lot with a time of :21.64 seconds, a new track record then.

1964-65—KEN WELD. Kansas City. Mo. outran his brother Greg In the 1964 National 
and won the crown. Jim NeJson of Flint, Michigan was third. Tom Corbin of 
Carrollton, Mo., fourth; Ed VaderLoon of Grand Rapls, Mich., fifth; Jerry Weld, sixth 
and Ray Lee Goodwin was seventh. John Babb had the best qualifying time with a 
lap mark of :22.72 seconds. 87 cars were on hand and the top spot paid $1,500. Ken 
Weld repeated his championship win in 1965 with Jerry Blundy of Galesburg, III. 
second; Dick Fries, third; Bob Williams fourth and Norman Galpin of Altoona. Iowa 
fifth. Bob Williams, had the best qualifying time with :23.12.

Heat winners were: Jan Opperman, Dick Sutcliffe, Darrell Dawley, Lonnie Jensen, 
and Ted Wise.

1968 —RAY LEE GOODWIN, Kansas City, Mo. won top honors In the 1968 Nationals. 
Goodwin also had the best qualifying time of :20.68 seconds among the 75 entries in 
the three day affair. Jerry Blundy was second; Earl Wagner, third and Joe Saldana, 
fourth. Other placings were Gene Genetton, 5th; Dick Sutcliffe, 6th; Bob Williams, 
7th; Jay Woodside, 8th; Roy Hibbard, 9th; Larry Cannon, 10th; Russell Hibbard, 
11th; Bill Utz, 12th; Stan Borofsky, 13th; Hank Smith, 14th; John Babb, 15th and ’ 
Stacy Redmond, 16th. Heat races were won by Jerry Blundy, Earl Wagner, Dick 
Sutcliffe, Lloyd Beckman, and Jay Woodside. Don Hewitt won the Consolation and 
Ken Gritz took the “B" Main.

1963—GREG WELD, Kansas City, Mo. jumped ahead from his front row starting 
position and led all the way to capture the 1963 National Championship. Dick Fries 
of San Diego. California was third. Fries had the best qualifying time of :23.23 
seconds. Heat races were won by Carl Williams, Hob Noel, Gordon Woolley. Greg 
Weld. Earl Wagner and the Consolation was won by Roy Robbins. Bud McCune won 
the"B" Main.

1962—JERRY RICHERT of Forest Lake, Minnesota won the 2nd annual Super 
Modified National Championship and the $1200 for first place. 72 cars were qualified 
for the races with Roy Robbins of Louisville, Ky. posting the best qualifying time of 
:22.99 seconds. Robbins was Involved in a three car pile up that might have cost him 
the Championship after he had led for 18 laps. Gordon Woolley of Waco, Texas was 
second and Bob Williams of Kansas City. Missouri was third. Jerry Weld finished 
fourth with brother Greg fifth. Heat races went to Roy Robbins. Jerry Weld, Johnny 
Babb. Jerry Richert and Jay Woodside. Audie Swartz won the Consee.

1976—EDDIE LEAVITT of Kearney, Missouri, held off the field of 21 competitors 
and the weatherman to win his second consecutive National Championship in the 16th 
annual affair for sprint cars here August 13, 1976. Leavitt started on the outside third 
row and moved past Gary Dunkle of Lincoln, Neb. on the 11th lap of the race to gain 
the lead and he was never headed from that point. Dunkle, who started on the outside 
front row, led the first ten laps and held on to finish second. Unofficially Leavitt 
picked up $4,800 for the victory and $5,920 for the entire Nationals. Lee Osborne of 
Jamestown, Indiana, was tnird, oudoy Jones or Danvme, nl. was fourth. Polesitter 
Joe Saldana, of Lincoln, Neb. was fifth and 1963 Champion Greg Weld was sixth. The 
Larry Kirkpatrick Memorial went to Rick Ferkel of Findlay, Ohio. Gary Patterson of 
Sacremento, Cal., was second and Leonard McCarl, Des Moines finished third. 
Ferkel, by taking the “B” contest moved into the Championship race and starting 
dead last moved into the 6th spot by the 10th lap despite the fact that he was running 
on seven cylinders. However, on the 10th lap he encountered more problems and was 
forced to drop out. The “C” Main went to Rick Goade of Fullerton, Cal., with Sonny 
Smyser of Glenwood, Mo. second and Darryl Dawley of Sioux Falls, S.D., third. 
Goade led from start to finish to win the race. Goade, in warming up for the "B" 
Main flipped his racer In turn two. He was not Injured. Rain which plaqued the 
Nationals and forced postponement of Wednesday’s qualifying and cancellation of 
the non-quallflers race began falling about 25 minutes after Leavitt's victory. 
Leavitt’s win makes nlm the second person to win more than one National. The other 
driver Is four-time winner Ken Weld.

1973—KENNY WELD, came back from the East and won the National crown for the 
fourth time followed by another Pennsylvanian Jan Opperman who was second. 
Bobby Allen, third; Rick Ferkel, fourth; Sheldon Kinser, fifth; Ted Wise, sixth; Roger 
Larson, seventh; Earl Wagner, eighth; Bubby Jones, ninth and Dick Sutcliffe tenth.

1975—EDDIE LEAVITT, of Kearney, Mo. turned in one of his greatest driving efforts 
ever in winning the 15th Annual National Super Sprint Championship at the Marlon 
County Fairgrounds on Saturday nite, August 9, 1975. Although Leavitt started on 
the pole for the National, Fred Linder of Freemont. Ohio jumped out In front when 
the green flag dropped. Leavitt shot his Black #40 R & H Farms car Into the lead on 
the back straight of the first lap and was never headed again. Roger Rager made the 
closest challenge as he took over number two spot on lap 20. Rick Ferkel of Tiffin, 
Ohio finished In third spot just ahead of Jan Opperman, Roger Larsen and Larry 
Clark.

1969—KEN GRITZ, Lincoln, Nebraska took the lead on the 15th lap and won the 1969 
National. Ray Lee Goodwin who was to have been on the pole was sidelined In a 
crash during the first heat. Gritz took home $3,040 for winning the feature. Goodwin 
set a new one lap track record during the first night of qualifying. Heat races were 
won by Ken Gritz, Ken Weld, Roger Abbott, John Babb, Bobby Ward. The Consee 
went to Abbott and the “B” Main went to Thad Dosher. Ken Gritz died in a crash 
during and IMCA Sprint car race at the Nebraska State Fair just a few weeks after he 
had won the Knoxville title.

1974—DICK GAINES, of Floyd's Knob, Indiana was the winner of the ‘72 National 
edging out Jan Opperman at the finish line. Ted Wise was third and Lou Blaney 
fourth. Fred Linder took the fifth spot and Ken Weld settled for seventh. Heat races 
went to Bob Moore. Ron Shuman. Mackie Helmbaugh, Gary Johnson, and the Bert 
Sonner Memorial was won by Bob Moore with Larry Kirkpatrick winning the "B"

1977—DOUG WOLFGANG of Sioux Falls, S.D., capped off a record setting year at 
Knoxville by taking the 17th Annual National Sprint Car Championship. Wolfgang, 
the polesitter, Jumped Into the lead on the first lap but relinquished It In the third 
turn to Bobby Allen who was on the outside of the front row. On the second lap, 
Wolfgang got by Allen In the third row. On the second lap, Wolfgang got by Allen 
in the third turn and It was his race the rest of the way. For Wolfgang It was his 34th 
feature victory of the year and eleventh In 15 starts at Knoxville. Leland 
McSpadden finished second In the event after starling thirteenth. Bubby Jones also 
put on a good passing show, finishing third after starling eighth. Fourth place went 
to Bobby Marshall, and fifth to Bobby Allen. Making up the second five were Ron 
Shuman, four time champion Kenny Weld, Sammy Swindell, Randy Smith, and 
Butch Bahr. The eighth place finish closed the book on a super performance by 
Swindell. The Memphis, Tenn., youngster finished second to Eddie Leavitt in both 
the "C” trophy dash, and the "C" Main. The second In the “C” Main put Sammy 
on the tall of the “B” Main event. Ho proceeded to win that race putting him on tho 
back of the “A” where he came on to finish eighth. Gene Gonnetten of Kansas City 
was second to Swindell In the "B”, with Bob East third. Behind Leavitt and 
Swindell In the “C” was Lloyd Backman. Backman also started tho “B” going from 
the back to finish fourth.

1961—ROY ROBBINS of Louisville, Ky., won the first National Championship race 
and took home the top prize of S1,000. The one day event drew a field of only 50 cars 
and the fastest qualifying time was 23 seconds flat set by Robbins who was 
employing an "air scoop" on his car. The scoops were banned at Knoxville from that 
day on. Audie Swartz of Muncie, Indiana was second, good for $600 and Earl Wagner 
also using an air scoop was third. Heat races were won by Wagner, Gordon Woolley 
of Waco, Texas; Thad Dosher, Topeka. Kansas; and Jim Blount of La Paz, Indiana. 
The Consolation races were won by Jerry Weld of Kansas City and John Babb of 
Ottumwa.

1970—JOE SALDANA, Lincoln, Nebraska led all the way and won the National 
Championship before a grandstand crowd of 12,987 fans. Saldana, the point champ, 
gained the pole position by turning the half mile In :20.75 seconds. The entire race 
was free of mishaps and ran off without as much as a caution flag. Dick Sutcliffe, 
who had started in the fourth row charged into second spot and was closing the gap 
on Saldana when mechanical troubles slowed him and he finished second about 
eight car lengths behind Saldana. Jan Opperman who had the outside pole position 
finished fourth behind Ray Lee Goodwin. Jerry Blundy was fifth and Roger Larson, 
sixth. Heat races went to Al Murie, Earl Wagner, Rick Ferkel, Dale McCarty, Bob 
Williams and Jon Backlund who also won the “B" Main. Gene Genetten took the 
consolation.

1978—DOUG WOLFGANG, leading from flag to flag, once again was crowned 
National Champion In the 18th Annual Sprint Car Championships. Wolfgang, 
starting on the outside front row beat polesitter Sammy Swindell to the first turn to 
take the lead. Despite numerous yellow flags, Wolfgang was able to hold his load 
and win by about throe car lengths over Klnsor. Eddie Loavltt wound up third with 
Shane Carson fourth and Danny Smith fifth. Jack Hewitt who started 20th, did an 
outstanding job of passing to finish sixth. The rest of the top ton was Charlie 
Swartz, Bobby Allen from the back of the pack, Buddy Jones, and Bill Robison. 
With his win the Sioux Falls, S.D. driver becomes only the third driver In the 18 
years to win back to back championships, tho feat having been accomplished by 
Leavitt and Ken Weld. Paul Pitzer won the 15 lap "C” event with Randy Smith 
second and Larry Gatos third. Bobby Allen breezed to victory In tho 22 lap "B" 
championship with Bustor Vona rd second and In third place was “C” Main winner 
Pltzor.

1972—KEN WELD, York, Pennsylvania won his third National at Knoxville leading 
the entire race with the exception of two or three laps. Weld picked up $4,200 for his 
efforts. Billy Shuman was the runner-up and Lonnie Jensen, third. Eddie Leavitt, 
fourth, Jay Woodside, fifth; and Buddy Cochran sixth. The “B” Main went to Roger 
Larson and the Consolation was won by Steve Unger. Heat races winners were: Billy 
Shuman, Kenny Weld, Jay Woodside and Bob Moore.
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A DECADE OF CHAMPIONS
FEATURE WINNERS AT KNOXVILLE SINCE 1969

I

8/11

5/17 
5/24 
5/31 
6/ 6 
6/14 
6/21 
7/ 5 
7/19 
8/ 7 
8/ 8 
8/ 9

5/15 
5/22 
5/29 
6/ 5 
6/13 
6/17 
71 3 
71 4 
7/11 
7/18 
7/25 
8/ 6 
7/10 
7/11 
7/12 
8/19

5/15
5/22
5/28
6/ 4 
6/12 
6/19 
6/26
71 3 
7/10 
7/24 
7/31 
8/ 7 
8/12 
8/13

6/17 
6/24 
71 1 
71 8 
7/15 
7/22 
7/29 
8/ 5 
8/10 
8/11 
8/12

5/ 5 
5/12 
5/19 
6/ 9 
6/23 
6/30 
71 7 
7/21 
8/ 4 
8/ 9 
8/10 
8/11

5/ 4 
5/11 
5/25 
6/ 1 
6/15 
6/29 
71 5 
71 6 
7/13 
7/20 
8/ 4 
8/ 8 
8/ 9 
8/10

5/ 7 
5/14 
5/28 
6/ 4 
6/11 
6/18

7/ 9 
7/16 
7/23 
8/ 7 
8/10 
8/11 
8/12

5/13
5/20
5/27

7/22 
7/29 
8/ 5 
8/ 9
8/10 
8/11 
8/12 
8/19

1970 SEASON
Joe Saldana 
Joe Saldana 
Eddie Leavitt 
Joe Saldana 
Ray Lee Goodwin 
Joe Saldana
Ray Lee Goodwin 
Ray Lee Goodwin 
Dick Sutcliffe 
Joe Saldana
Roger Rager 
Stacy Redmond 
Joe Saldana 
Jerry Blundy 
Joe Saldana (Nat'l) 
Ray Lee Goodwin

1973 SEASON
Eddie Leavitt
Dick Sutcliffe
Dick Sutcliffe
Dick Sutcliffe
Dick Sutcliffee
Bubby Jones
Dick Sutcliffe
Dick Sutcliffe
Roger Larson
Jan Opperman
Ray Lee Goodwin
Ken Weld (Nat’l)

1974 SEASON
Earl Wagner 
Earl Wagner 
Earl Wagner 
Ray Lee Goodwin 
Earl Wagner 
Darryl Dawley 
Gary Dunkle 
Darryl Dawley 
Dick Sutcliffe 
Darryl Dawley 
Jerry McClung 
Fred Linder 
Dick Sutcliffe 
Dick Gaines (Nat’l)

1975 SEASON
Edd French
Ray Lee Goodwin
Ralph Blackett
Roger Rager
Lenard McCarl
Ray Lee Goodwin
Ray Lee Goodwin
Larry Kirkpatrick
Eddie Leavitt
Lenard McCarl and Stacy Redmond
Eddie Leavitt
Eddie Leavitt
Roger Rager
Jan Opperman 
Bill Thrasher
Eddie Leavitt (Nat’l)

1976 SEASON
Doug Wolfgang 
Eddie Leavitt 
Doug Wolfgang 
Doug Wolfgang 
Doug Wolfgang 
Gary Dunkle 
Gary Dunkle 
Bill Mellenberndt 
Doug Wolfgang 
Gary Dunkle 
Doug Wolfgang 
Eddie Leavitt 
Doug Wolfgang 
Ron Rea 
Eddie Leavitt 
Eddie Leavitt (Nat’l) 
Joe Saldana 
Dick Sutcliffe 
Eddie Leavitt
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4/21 
5/ 5 
5/12 
5/19 
5/26 
6/ 2 
6/16 
6/30 
7/ 7 
7/14 
7/21 
7/28 
8/ 4 
8/ 8 
8/ 9 
8/10

5/ 3 
5/10 
5/17 
5/24 
5/31 
6/ 7 
6/14 
6/28 
7/ 5 
7/12 
7/19 
7/26
8/ 2 
8/ 6 
8/ 8 
8/ 9

5/ 1 
5/ 8 
5/22 
5/29 
6/ 5 
6/19 
6/26 
7/ 3 
7/10 
7/17 
7/24 
7/31 
8/ 7 
8/12 
8/13 
8/14 
9/ 4 
9/ 5 
9/ 6

6/10 
6/17 
6/24 
7/ 2 
7/ 2 
7/ 8 
7/15

1971 SEASON
5/ 8 Jerry Blundy

Jay Woodside
Roger Rager
Ray Lee Goodwin

5/29 Jerry Blundy
Jerry Blundy 
Eddie Leavitt 
Earl Wagner 
Ray Lee Goodwin

7/ 2 Jerry Blundy 
Lonnie Jensen 
Ray Lee Goodwin 
Ray Lee Goodwin 
Jerry Blundy 
Eddie Leavitt 
Ray Lee Goodwin 
Dick Sutcliffe

8/14 Jan Opperman (Nat’l)

1978 SEASON
Lonnie Jensen
Doug Wolfgang
Doug Wolfgang

6/ 3 Doug Wolfgang
Ralph Blackett
Shane Carson
Sonny Smyser
Shane Carson (Afternoon)
Doug Wolfgang (Night)
Bill Robison
Eddie Leavitt, Mike Brooks (Twin
16’s)

Doug Wolfgang
Mike Brooks
Bobby Marshall
Steve Kinser (Nat’l)
Sammy Swindell (Nat'l)
John Stevenson (Nat’l)
Doug Wolfgang (Nat’l)
Shane Carson

8/26 Doug Wolfgang
9/ 3 Mike Brooks

1977 SEASON
Doug Wolfgang
Doug Wolfgang
Doug Wolfgang
Doug Wolfgang
Doug Wolfgang
Doug Wolfgang (2)

6/18 Doug Wolfgang
6/25 Doug Wolfgang
7/ 2 Doug Wolfgang

Lloyd Beckman
Lloyd Beckman 
Doug Wolfgang
Jimmy Boyd 
Ken Weld 
Ron Shuman 
Dick Gaines

8/13 Doug Wolfgang (Nat’l) 
9/ 4 Doug Wolfgang

1972 SEASON
5/13 Roger Rager 
5/20 Jerry Blundy 
6/10 Ray Lee Goodwin 

Roger Larson 
Dick Sutcliffe 
Earl Wagner 
Earl Wagner 
Lonnie Jensen 
Earl Wagner 
Eddie Leavitt 
Eddie Leavitt 
Ken Weld 
Roger Larson 
Ken Weld (Nat’l)

1979 SEASON
Sam Swindell (WoO)
Sonny Smyser
Shane Carson
Randy Smith
Shane Carson
Randy Smith
John Stevenson
Daryl Dawley
John Stevenson
Mike Brooks
John Stevenson
Tim Green
Tim Green
Steven Kinser (National)
Tim Green (National)
Gary Patterson (National)

8/10 Danny Smith (Mystery Feature)
Ron Shumann

9/ 1 Jerry Potter
9/ 2 John Stevenson

1969 SEASON
5/3 Bob Williams
5/10 Jerry Blundy

Bob Williams
Bob Williams
Earl Wagner 
Earl Wagner 
Joe Saldana
Ken Grltz
Bob Williams
Bob Williams
Ray Lee Goodwin 
Bill Thrasher 
Ken Gritz (Nat’l)



ALUMINUM SPRINT

ALUMINUM MIDGET

ALUMINUM MODIFIED

ALUMINUM STOCK CAR

Weldwheels//
(816) 421-7330

SPUN 
ALUMINUM 
RACING 
WHEELS

RACING DIVISION
(800) 821-2794
933 MULBERRY ST, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64101

10

QUALITY MATERIALS
Only prime grade 6061 - 0 Aluminum alloy is used and is heat treated to T6 condition. .190" material is 
used (up to twice as thick as steel) and the center area around the lug nuts is a full .380" thick for extra 
strength and safety. The entire wheel is heat treated for maximum tensil strength and resistance to 
bending.

SPUN ALUMINUM CONSTRUCTION
Aluminum Spinning is an aircraft developed process capable of maintaining a high level of quality and 
consistency while at the same time giving a great deal of latitude in design variation.
Our aluminum wheels are available in the widest selection of sizes and offsets in the industry. And have 
the versatility needed for ovaltrack racing.

POLISHED FINISH
This feature is not just for looks! We feel a professional racing wheel of this caliber deserves the ultimate 
finish. In addition, mud or dirt will not stick to the polished surface.

REPAIR SERVICE
If any Aluminum wheel manufactured by Weldwheels becomes unserviceable due to any racing activity, it 
can be returned to the factory (freight prepaid) and for 50% of the racer’s net price or less, it will be rebuilt, 
Zyglo inspected and sent back to the racer U.P.S. C.O.D. Call for full details.

SUPERIOR STRENGTH
Test results indicate that the Weldwheel aluminum wheel is not only the lightest racing wheel made but is 
also the strongest. The aluminum wheel is more resistant to impact bending than steel; and it simply will 
not break like cast magnesium wheels.

EXTREMELY LIGHT WEIGHT
The positive strength benefits of a spun aluminum wheel is overshadowed by its extremely light weight 
The reduction in unsprung weight and rotating mass is widely known to add speed and improve handling 
to any race car. Changing from steel to spun aluminum racing wheels reduces lap time an easy two-tenths 
of a second, as verified by many racers. This is the easiest two-tenths you’ll every find. The spun 
aluminum Weldwheel is 60% lighter than most steel and is 25% lighter than cast magnesium. Our 15x10 
aluminum modified wheel only weighs 11% lbs.
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HALL OF FAME
Ray Lee Goodwin

Dick Sutcliffe 
Kenny Gritz 
Earl Wagner 
Kenny Crook 

Ken Weld 
Greg Weld

Dean Sylvester 
Gordon Wooley 

Danny Richardson 
Bud McCune 
Thad Dosher 

Taylor “Pappy” Weld 
Bob Trostle 

Marion Robinson 
Fred Kain 

Wayne House 
John Leverenz 
Jerry Blundy 
Ray Grimes

Slim Gutknecht 
Sonny Helms 
Roger Larson
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SPECIAL NOTICE

4■n

<e?

MODIFY YOUR HALIBRAND BRAKE CALIPERS

DES MOINES, IOWA 50316 (515) 266-7607

Bob Trostle Racing, Inc

I

I

■r

J

RACECARS ☆ PARTS ☆ SERVICES
515-285-8282Des Moines, la5832 S.E. 14th
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QUICK RELEASE 
STEERING WHEEL HUBS

LIGHT WEIGHT 1 !
ALUMINUM

BRAKE HATS & DISCS

THOMAS (NORDEN)
CENTER STEERING 

GEARS

A Super Star Thank You Goes 
Out To All The Many Outstanding 
Photographers That Have Contri­
buted Their Pictures To Our 
Nationals Program.

We Would Like All Our Racing 
Fans To Support These People To 
The Utmost And If They Are 
Around Your Area, Please Show 
Them Your Appreciation.

Sincere Thanks 
The Editor

Gary Spoevl 
Dave Hill’s Shirt Shack 

Photos by Jeneanne 
Roger Arndt 

Beetle Bailey Racing Photos 
Jerry Cl urn ’s Racing Photos 

Photos by Karl 
Arizona Sport Shirts 

Tom Mac Laren 
Chuck Sterling’s Racing Photos 

Jim Smith Action Photos 
Mike Arthur "Tex" Gatrel

EASIER BLEEDING NO ADJUSTING 
NRO WATER PUMPS HEIM JOINTS ETC

THOMAS ENGINEERING CO.
831 HULL AVE.

“OUR HOBBY IS OUR BUSINESS’’



1979 1979
Car# Time Pts.

B MAIN

C MAIN

NON-QUALIFIERS
54 Dan Shearen, W.B. Lake, Minn 

57A Louie Mann, Kokomo, Ind
10A Terry Gray, Memphis, Tenn ...
22A T.R. Stump, Phoenix, Az
17X Ron Fisher, Kokomo, Ind
29 Ron Williams, North Platte, Neb 
39 Terry Taggert, Sioux City, la ...

81X Dean Erfurth, Oregon, WIs....
76 Ken Potter, Grandview, Mo ....

35X Eddie Pltko, Kansas City, Kan .
18 Dub May, Hanover, Pa
13 Jack Schostag, St. Paul, Minn ..

71 Mike Sweeney, Carton, Cal

10 Mike Pinckney, Des Moines, la 
54A Don Reiners, Sioux Falls, S.D. .
21N Leroy Van Connett, Galt, Cal..
2A Al Liskai, Fostoria, Ohio 

3 Gene Gennetten, Parkville, Mo 
37 Mike Thomas, Des Moines, la .

1 Rick Weld, Kansas City, Mo
79 Mike Johnson, Martinsville, Ind 

66X John Beaber, Gibsonburg, Ohio 
6X Ronnie Daniels, Memphis, Tenn 

21.853
21.496 
.21.690
21.505
21.873
21.903
21.217
22.251 
22.075 
22.286
20.944 
.22.307 
22.379

21.628
20.953
21.278 
21.220 
21.494
21.593 
21.000
21.771
20.982 
21.055

398 
396 
380 
376 
374 
370
369 
366 
363 
356

449
441
440
435
432
426
424
421
418
402

22.560 112 
22.624 110 
22.718 108 
22.747 106 
22.897 104 
23.017 102 
23.194 100 
.21.265 ZT7 
.21.637 237 
22.664 226 
22.410 214 
22.567 213

20.430
20.504
20.494
20.617
21.103
21.274
21.111
20.783 
20.914 
21.529

21.433
21.258
21.475
20.724
20.964
21.649
20.948
.20.846 
.21.011
21.819

21.845 
21.338 
21.312 
22.058 
22.505 
21.662 
22.354 
22.281
.21.638 
22.470

22.745 209 
22.440 207 
22.830 201 
22.956 193 
21.943 154 
23.246 118

.23.276 116

498
487
485
478
474
467
462
455
449
449

448
441
437
433
427
426
423
419
402
399

398
390 
376 
376 
372
370
369 
365 
356 
353

352
349
345
340
329
329
225
201
200
193
174
118
116

PtS. 
500 
489 
487 
483 
476 
470 
466 
456 
455 
449

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
A MAIN 

Car# Driver, Hometown
20 Shane Carson, Des Moines, la ....
78 Larry Clarkj Tolleson, Az
19 Danny Smith, Danville, Ind 
31 John Stevenson, St. Paul, Mn ....
47 Jerry Potter, Des Moines, la 
49 Ralph Blackett, Des Moines, la ...
97 Bill Mellenberndt, Sioux Falls, S.D

49X Eddie Leavitt, Kearney, Mo
4 Buster Venard, Tustin, Cal

29X Paul Pitzer, Seven Valleys, Pa ....

81 Lee Osborne, Jamestown, Ind. . 
98X Norman Martin, Dallas, Tex ... 
86X Hoyle Hodnett, Memphis, Tenn

8 Gary Scott, Holts Summit, Mo
34 Sonny Smyser, Lancaster, Mo .. 

37C Bill Antonelli, Sacremento, Cal. 
76C Bubby Jones, Danville, III

67 Jett Swindell, Memphis, Tenn .
61 Stacy Redmond, Mason City, la 
1A Bobby Allen, Hanover, PA .

1X Bob Geldner, St. Peter, Minn ..
3X Jack Hewitt, Troy, Ohio

22 Bill Robison, Topeka, Kans 
91X Sammy Swindell, Memphis, Tenn 
33P Ken Potter, Grandview, Mo

2C Dean Thompson, Carson, Cal 
1A Bob Brutto, Des Moines, la
2X Joe McCarthy, El Paso, Tex
33 Jerry Blundy, Dehinda, III
26 Rich Brahmer, Wisner, Neb 

21.179 
22.050 
21.127 
21.393 
21.200
21.314 
21.420 
22.342 
22.375 
22.376

57 Lloyd Beckman, Lincoln, Neo
98A Jack McCorkell, Redwood Falls, Minn 

7X Lenard McCarl, Des Moines, la  
M1 Terry Taggert, Sioux City, la
15 Mackie Heimbaugh, Des Moines, la ..
98 Darrell Dockery, Phoenix, Az
21 Steve Hainline, Bonaparte, la 
8X Bill Marshall, Arlington, Tx
99 Dave Engerbretson, Sioux Falls, S.D..

16C Johnny Anderson, Sacremento, Cal ..

18C Rodger Wright, Sugar Creek, Mo . 22.527 114
18X Bill Hetrick, Carmen, III

11 Adrian Zoutte, Knoxville, la 
48 Tim Deaver, Knoxville, la
75 Tom Crump, Greenwood, Ind.
4A Mike Shafer, Grand Island, Neb

9 John McCoy, Knoxville, la
63 Scott Carson, Seattle, Wash.
73 Terry Doss, Tulsa, Ok

99X Chuck Gurney, Livermore, Cai
9X Bill Thrasher, Ft. Worth. Tx .
42 Joe Glllentlne, Memphis, Tenn 
86 Ray Rodden, Dallas, Tx
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60 Mike Sellberg, Brooklyn Park, Minn.. 22.426 212
4J Gary Patterson, Sacremento, Cal

99A Wayne Bennett, Phoenix, Az
24 Charlie Lucas, Dallas, Tx  
95 Jeff Rice, Topeka. Kan
65 Jr. Parkinson, Kansas City, Mo
02 Bob Carlco, South Point, Ohio
12 Bill Cohee, Topeka, Kan
3M Butch Fedewa, Lansing, Michigan .23.405 114

27X Mark Shaffer, Newton, IA 23.413 112
51 Steve Johnson, Orion, III 23.515 110
9A John Nalda, Monroe, Mich 23.754 106
2J Jerry Sanford, Roca, Hob 24.725 106

Driver, Hometown Time
55 Tim Green, Des Moines, la 20.527
43 Randy Smith, Norwalk, la 20.465

75A Ron Shuman, Mesa, Az 21.165
11X Steve Kinser, Bloomington, Ind 20.515
4X Doug Wolfgang, Sioux Falls, S.D 21.352

24X Jerry Stone, Wichita, Kan 20.591
0 Rick Ferkel, Findlay, Ohio 20.754

1N Al Hagar, Fostoria, Ohio 20.997
15X Lee James, Northridge, Cal 20.835

2 Garry Rush, Sydney, Australia 21.422



by Ken Sargent

1

Ron Shumann accepting trophy at a regular Saturday night event. <*

■

19th Knoxville 
National to 
Ron Shuman!!!

Mike Pinckney was the winner in the 
16 lap “C” main that had Knoxville 
regulars taking the first four spots. 
Following Pinckney across the line 
were Mackie Heimbaugh, Steve 
Hainline, Lenard McCarl and fifth was 
Al Liskai. Pinckney took over the lead 
on the fifth lap when leader Leroy Van 

14

The flying Shoe, Ron Shuman, was 
flying in high gear Saturday night and 
claimed the $5,000 first prize at the 
19th annual Knoxville National. 
Shuman, in the Auto Shack 75, started 
in the third row of the 30 lap event. In 
the early laps, he trailed pole sitter 
Tim Green and Shane Carson. After 
moving by Carson for second place he 
drew behind Green when the yellow 
flag came out on the 9th lap for Danny 
Smith. Shuman dove under Green on 
the restart but the 55 car remained in 
the lead when the cars came out of the 
curve into the back straightaway. 
Shuman then trailed Green until the 
14th lap when Green’s engine began to 
sour. One lap later, Shuman took over 
the lead and Green headed for the pits 
with a broken rocker arm stud. 
Shuman then sailed home to the 
victory surviving a caution flag on the 
24th lap for Doug Wolfgang. Knoxville 
season point leader Randy Smith 
brought home second place and 
Shuman credited Smith with helping 
him to the victory. Randy had tried the 
low groove attempting to pass Shuman 
when he was running second in the 
early going. After seeing Smith’s 
challenge, Shuman moved down to the 
low groove and found it was the 
quicker way around the race track. 
Sam Swindell turned in the outstand­
ing passing performance to finish 
third. Swindell started on the tail of 
the field after winning the “B” and he 
used both the high and low groove to 
wind his way through the field of cars. 
John Stevenson was fourth and Shane 
Carson fifth.

Heading up the second five was 
Danny Smith who came from the back 
of the pack after the yellow flag was 
thrown for him on the 9th lap. 
Rounding out the top ten were 
Australian, Garry Rush, Ralph Black­
ett, Lee James and Larry Clark.

In addition to the five thousand 
dollar first prize, Shuman picked up 
$800 in lap money and an estimated 
1,250 dollars in contigency money.

Along with his earlier qualifying 
winnings his four day total was 
estimated at 7,920 dollars.

Following Swindell across the line in 
the 22 lap “B” main were Lee 
Osborne, Jack Hewitt, Rich Brahmer, 
and Bill Robison. Robison had third 
place nailed down but broke on the 
final lap and Hewitt and Brahmer 
passed him before he coasted across 
the line.

Connent dropped out. Pinckney then 
opened up a big edge, winning by a 
full straightaway.

The five lap dash events got things 
underway with Pinckney taking the 
“C” dash, Bill Robison the “B” dash, 
and Shane Carson the “A”. Robison’s 
win was one of the most exciting races 
of the night as Robison made a last lap 
pass on Lee Osborne to get the win.

The only mishap of the evening 
occurred on the very tirst lap of racing 
as Don Reiners and Lloyd Beckman 
tangled in the first turn on the start of 
the “C” dash and both rolled over 
easy. Neither driver was injured but 
the cars were finished for the evening.

A crowd estimated at 15,000 
including Iowa governor Robert Ray 
watched the final night of racing.
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Results National Championship
August 11,1979

5 LAPS

16

B TROPHY DASH
1. Bill Robison, Topeka, Kan.
2. Lee Osborne, Jamestown, Ind.
3. Sammy Swindell, Memphis, Tenn.
4. Bob Geldner, St. Peter, Mn.
5. Norman Martin, Dallas, Texas

B MAIN 22 LAPS
1. Sam Swindell, Memphis, Tenn.
2. Lee Osborne, Jamestown, Ind.
3. Jack Hewitt, Troy, Ohio
4. Rich Brahmer, Wisner, Neb.
5. Bill Robison, Topeka, Kansas
6. Dean Thompson, Sacramento, Ca.
7. Gary Scott, Holt Summit, Mo.
8. Bob Geldner, St. Peter, Mn.
9. Joe McCarthy, El Paso, Texas

10. Jeff Swindell, Memphis, Tenn.
11. Bob Brutto, Des Moines, la.
12. Mike Pinckney, Des Moines, la.
13. Buddy Jones, Danville, Ill.
14. Norman Martin, Dallas, Texas
15. Ken Potter, Kansas City, Mo.
16. Bill Antonelli, Sacramento, Cal.
17. Stacy Redmond, Mason City, la.
18. Bobby Allen, Hanover, Pa.

C MAIN 15 LAPS
1. Mike Pinckney, Des Moines, la.
2. Mackie Heimbaugh, Des Moines, la.
3. Steve Hainline, Bonaparte, la.
4. Lenard McCarl, Des Moines, la.
5. Al Lisk^i, Fostoria, Ohio
6. Gary Patterson, Sacramento, Ca.
7. Terry Taggert, Sioux City, la.
8. Dave Engebretson, Sioux Falls, S.D.
9. Darrell Dockery, Phoenix, Ariz.

10. Rick Weld, Kansas City, Mo.

A TROPHY DASH 5 LAPS
1. Shane Carson, Oklahoma City, Ok.
2. Tim Green, Des Moines, la.
3. Randy Smith, Norwalk, la.
4. Larry Clark, Tolleson, Ariz.
5. Ron Shuman, Mesa, Ariz.

A MAIN 30 LAPS
1. Ron Shuman, Mesa, Ariz.
2. Randy Smith, Norwalk, la.
3. Sammy Swindell, Memphis, Tenn.

' 4. John Stevenson, St. Paul, Minn.
5. Shane Carson, Oklahoma City, Ok.
6. Dan Smith, Danville, Ind.
7. Garry Rush, Sidney, Aust.
8. Ralph Blackett, Des Moines, la.
9. Lee James, Northridge, Cal.

10. Larry Clark, Tolleson, Ariz.
11. Buster Venard, Tustin, Cal.
12. Paul Pitzer, Seven Valleys, Penn.
13. Jerry Potter, Des Moines
14. Bill Mellenberndt, Sioux Falls, S.D.
15. Al Hagar, Fostoria, Ohio
16. Lee Osborne, Jamestown, Ind.
17. Doug Wolfgang, Sioux Falls, S.D.
18. Tim Green, Des Moines, la.
19. Steve Kinser, Bloomington, Ind.
20. Eddie Leavitt, Kearney, Mo.
21. Rick Ferkel, Findlay, Ohio
22. Jerry Stone, Wichita, Kansas

C TROPHY DASH 5 LAPS
1. Mike Pinckney, Des Moines, la.
2. Steve Hainline, Bonaparte, la.
3. Lenard McCarl, Des Moines, la.
4. Jack McCorkell, Redwood Falls, Minn.
5. Lloyd Beckman, Lincoln, Neb.
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LENARD McCARL

RICK BRAHMER

TEST YOUR RACING 
KNOWLEDGE

Down
Basic part of a Sprint Car.

2^ What drivers would like to land on after a hard crash.
Used to regulate racing
What losing drivers are

r5; To pilot the race car
You need at least four of these to race.

■^fc^When two race cars meet unexpectedly.
All drivers like to do this

<3^? Hometown winner
JW? Not hers but.

Across
<t>jiWhat winning drivers get
3'. What drivers fear most
5,./What real race tracks are made of
X'' Association fighting with USAC
IO. Quick change.
13^ Every driver needs a good one of these.

Device holding wheels on.
"Wh The winner of the Dash gets this.
(19. A conjunction.

1978 & 1979 Nationals winner.
23\ The place where Sprint cars run.

J24\ A necessity for racing.
29? Where you are.
34s What is used to hold a race car together.

Most sprint cars have this kind of engine.
■38- Missouri dry-slick driving whiz.
39. Mechanics would be lost without these.
Sps Drivers always try for a fast one.

Drivers never race without this.
44* -One of the flags or a driver from California
45; What everyone hates.
46 A must to get your race car to the track.

(j_31 What drivers try to avoid
Opposite of fore.

X-5. This goes along with 17 across
tfi. Found at the end of the straightaway.

What's going on between 8 across and USAC
What the green flag means
A sharp winning driver or sponsor of #10.

24. This provides the horsepower
■^5-. What the photographers do when a car spins out in the 
corner.
26. Race car parking area.

Connects the two front wheels
128^ Keeps things running smoothly
86. 1975 & 1976 Nationals winner

Always there if a driver needs it.
Protects drivers head.
Slang term for big block engine

33., bar.
Found on both nose and tail of Sprinters.
Early evening track condition

43. Found in 31 down.
17
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BARBARA Y. KELLY 
Des Moines, Iowa

DIANA THRASHER 
Fort Worth, Texas

KATHY O'BRIEN 
Kansas City, Missouri
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Joie Chitwood says
I Have A Great 1980

National.
7

I.JL-Tj
1

1

IOWA STATE SAVINGS BANK
KNOXVILLE, IOWA 50138 / 515-842-3138
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Looking 
Forward To Seeing You 

Next Year

Joie Chitwood, Jr., Driver, Tampa, Fla.
Alex Job, Outside Stuntman, Knoxville, la.

CAROL J. ROBINSON 
Des Moines, Iowa

DEBBIE SCHWARTZTRAUHER 
Des Moines, Iowa

DONNELLE CARDER 
Runnells, Iowa

BRENDA TOWNSEND
Newton, Iowa

VALERIE BATES 
Kansas City, Missouri

CINDY BAKER
Des Moines, Iowa

KIM PUESCHEL
Altoona, Iowa

CANDY HART
Des Moines, Iowa

LISA LINDSTROM 
Roseville, Minnesota
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GOOD LUCK
To Our Fellow Competitors

From

°?MICKOVU racing team

-
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DRIVER: Mike Brooks
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CREW: Harrold Annett
John Beaver 
Rick Rankin
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NATIONALS CHAMPIONS PUZZLE
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Here Is a puzzle to test not only your ability to find the drivers hidden in the puzzle but also 
to test your memory of past Knoxville Nationals. Hidden in the puzzle are the winners and 
second place finishers from each year of the nationals 1961-1979. The drivers first and last 
names are In the puzzle and may be frontwards, backwards, vertical, or diagonal. If your 
memory is a bit foggy, you can find old national results elsewhere In the program. If that 
doesn’t help, you can find the answer on another page of the program. Drivers who have 
won more than one national appear only once In the puzzle.

"FU^L ? THE CAR &FTS ABOUT 3 MILES TO A GALLONOFMETHANOL 
ANP THE PRIVER GETS ABOUT A- LAK TO A.QUART OF COORS. '
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All the way from Dallas, Texas

Mike Brooks
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KNOXVILLE NATIONALS CHAMPIONS 
PUZZLE ANSWERS
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1961 — Roy Robbins, Audie Swartz
1962— Jerry Richert, Gordon Woolley
1963— Greg Weld, Jerry Weld
1964— Ken Weld, Greg Weld
1965— Ken Weld, Jerry Blundy
1966— Jay Woodside, Lloyd Beckman
1967— Thad Dosher, Bob Williams
1968— Ray Lee Goodwin, Jerry Blundy
1969— Ken Gritz, Jan Opperman
1970— Joe Saldana, Dick Sutcliffe
1971— Jan Opperman, Earl Wagner
1972— Ken Weld, Billy Shuman
1973— Ken Weld, Jan Opperman
1974— Dick Gaines, Jan Opperman
1975— Eddie Leavitt, Roger Rager
1976— Eddie Leavitt, Gary Dunkle
1977— Doug Wolfgang, Leland

McSpadden
1978— Doug Wolfgang, Steve Kinser
1979— Ron Shuman, Randy Smith
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A sincere thank you to all my 
friends and fans who have 
helped and supported me during 
my racing career.

A special thank you to 
Harrold Annett, John Beaver, 
Rick Rankin, Wayne House, and 
all the people at the Mickow 
Corporation.
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BOB HOPTIM GREENJOHN McCOY

GARY SCOTTJOE SALDANA

rick weld
BILL ROBISON ART COONS
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901-794-2831
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$1925.00
$1295.00

$2150.00
$2250.00
$2350.00

the race.

RACING HEAD SERVICE I 
.MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE J

Sammy Swindell needs no introduction. He is one of the
top open wheel drivers in the country and there is only one
other driver who has won more races than Sammy in 1980.

Sammy started driving about the same time we got into 
oval track engine building. No matter who Sammy has

I raced for, he seems to end up back at our shop where he
I began. So, our careers in oval track racing have grown
I together.
J Here is what Sammy has to say about R.H.S. engines and
I heads.
I “From my first days of racing a Modified, I started
I hanging around Racing Head Service. Since they are local
II used to have them do my machine work and sometimes
I build my engines.
I I always had real good success with their motors. The
I service was good and I could afford the prices.
J Later, when I drove for M.A. Brown, he had R.H.S.
I build us complete motors and we had great success with
I those too.
| Over the years. I’ve driven for different owners and I’ve
I run engines built by many different engine builders.
| Some of the cars I drove had some mighty expensive
I “big name” engine builder’s motors in them. They had
I billet cranks and all the high dollar stuff.

I’ve never had much luck with those “high dollar” 
engines, and in fact one of them “exploded” after seven laps.

A t first I had relied on R.H.S. because they were close 
and I could afford them, but as I raced more and more, I

I realized that their engines ran better than the so called
1 “best”! I began to realize that the “best”all-around engine 
shop was right here in Memphis!

This year. I’m driving for A. J. Jeffrey and the car is 
sponsored by Federal Express. C.J. Jeffrey is the crew chief.

At the beginning of the year, we.had R.H.S. do all our 
machine work and A . J. assembled the engines himself.
A. J. built some really big inch torquer motors for us and 
they ran good.

As the season progressed, we started to get behind trying 
to assemble our engines and race the car too. So, we had 
R.H.S. build us a small inch short block for short tracks.

Well, the first time out with that little engine we won

Racer Not Line Ask 
for Scooter or Gent

RACING HEAD SERVICE
2806 Hanger Rd., Memphis, Tennessee 38118

: Sammy Swindell tells 
why his whole 

career has been 
based around R.H.S.

You know, there really is something to the light weight 
parts that R.H.S. uses in their engines that lets the motor 
pick up and drop RPMs quicker than those “heavy part” 
motors. You can run the R.H.S. engines at a higher RPM 
range than other engines too.

So, once again, I find myself first driving behind R.H.S. 
machined parts and then behind a complete R.H.S. engine. 
I guess they ’ll never get rid of me.

Seriously, the BIGGEST. BIGGEST DIFFERENCE I 
have found in performance in round track racing, is R.H.S. 
PREPARED BRODIX HEADS.

I’ve run Brodix heads prepared by just about every head 
shop that does these heads. Believe me, the heads DON’T 
PERFORM THE SAME!

Heads from some shops have good power out of the turns 
and then have a mid range flat spot and then pull again on 
the top. Heads from other shops load up in the corners and 
only seem to pull good on the top end.

R.H.S. prepared Brodix heads pull strong ALL THE 
WAY THROUGH THE RPM RANGE. R.H.S. heads run 
clean with no hesitations or flat spots. The secret is the way 
they port and flow their heads.

One of the factors in consistant driving is knowing your 
heads and engine will pull strong and clean from any RPM.

So, I would say that the greatest improvement any racer 
could make in his performance is R.H.S. prepared Brodix 
heads. And the next thing that I keep ending up with is 
an R.H.S. shortblock for consistency and performance at a 
price about half of the so called “big name” shops.

If I can run against the fastest there is with my R.H.S. 
engine, I can’t see any reason why anyone should spend 
$9,000 to go slower!

Thanks Sammy.
If you are interested in the type of performance and 

service Sammy is talking about at a ERICE YOU CAN 
AFFORD, why not call us today and discuss what we can 
do for you. We’d love to hear from you no matter what 
type of car you run. Thanks.

SHORTBLOCKS
355” shortblocks, 4.030 bore x 3.480 stroke 
377” shortblocks, 4.155 bore x 3.480 stroke 
386” shortblocks, 4.155 bore x 3.562 stroke
HEADS
Brodix fully prepared & assembled heads, pair
Fully prepared steel Turbo heads, pair

If you are restricted in rules to use an iron head, these 
are the heads to use. Featuring turbo iron Chevy castings 
with all the porting, valves, springs, titanium retainers. 
Super Locks, etc. that our complete Brodix heads feature. 
These heads flow 25% more than stock turbo heads.



Race Announcer Jack Miller & Sam Swindell

OFFICIAL
KNOXVILLE RACEWAY JEWELRY

EARRINGS CHARM PENDANT
$1795

QUARTZAUTOMATIC

Prices start at

25

Men’s or
Ladies

A Must For All “Fans” and “Collectors” 
MENS AND LADIES WATCHES

Yellow or 
White

* 17 Jewel Swiss
* Date
* Shock Proof
* Water Resistant
* Full Warranty

3-D 
HAND 

CRAFTED

* Swiss
* Date
* Shock Proof
* Water Resistant
* Full Warranty

YELLOW 
or 

WHITE

$3500 X12”
STERLING SILVER

*6995
only at 

HERSBERGEN JEWELERS
119 S. 3RD - KNOXVILLE - PHONE 842-5858



GATRELL LANDSCAPING

New Virginia, Iowa

WELD WHEELS OF KANSAS CITY MISSOURI

JUSTICE BROTHERS

$100 to winner of feature each night (Wednesday through Friday)

Contingency Money
HUNTER OIL

Pole Winner in Championship Feature—$1000.000 
If he has grass in his yard

1st Place is a Gift Certificate of $250 
2nd Place is a Gift Certificate of $150 
3rd Place is a Gift Certificate of $100

$300 In Lap Money to 
Leaders of Feature

$200 to Saturday Night A Feature winner
26
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Any car that has pre-registered by Saturday Night, August 16, will 
be eligible for the car-owners contingency program. Simply register 
the car with one of the Weld Wheel Reps during the week of the 
nationals, display decals on both sides of the car, and use four Weld 
Wheels during (and throughout) the “A” Main event on Saturday 
Aug. 16th and you may win the following.



Contingency Money

CARRERA RACING SHOCKS

1st-$300 4th-$50

Plus $100.00 to Fastest Qualifier Wednesday and Thursday

If using Racing Head Service Product and has decal on car

4th-$501 st-$300

i

Plus $50.00 Quick Time[regardless of Cam or Dual]

27

Feature Winner—$500.00—If using 4 Carrera Shocks 
Quick Time—$200.00—worth of products (no strings attached)

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RACE 
2nd-$200 3rd-$100

RACING HEAD SERVICE 
Memphis, Tenn.

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP
2nd-$200 3rd-$100

If using Competition Cam and has decal on car

COMPETITION CAMS 
Memphis, Tenn.

CAM DYNAMICS 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RACE 

1st-$250 2nd-$150 3rd-$100
If using Cam Dynamics Product and has decal on car



1979 National Queen Cindy Shaeffer and Steve Kinser

Rich Brahmer and his all female pit crew
28
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National Winners

2:40.95

Bob's Custom Trophies

Trophies ☆ Plaques Medals
For All Champions

Fame Plaques.
29

TRACK RECORDS
Knoxville

205 N. Howard 
Indianola, Iowa 
[515] 961-7342

10 Lap Consee Record currently held by Bill Utz set on 
July 20, 1968. Time—3:39.09

1:42.45
1:41.99

3:55.91
3:54.15
3:42.53
3:37.43
3.37.18
3:35.88

9:25.73 
9:21.80 
9:20.41
9 03 90 
9:03 68
8 54.97 
8:14.89 
8:11.15

:23.13 
:22.85 
:22.85 
:22.72 
.22.57 
.22.46 
:21.64
:21.39
20.73 

: 20.66 
-.20.68 
20.331 

:20.247
20.220

Danny Richardson, June 16,1962 
Danny Richardson, July 14,1962 
Earl Wagner, Aug. 25,1962 
Jerry Weld. June 29,1963 
Norman Galpln, June 12,1965 
Earl Wagner, June 1,1968 
Bill Utz. July 20, 1968 
Jan Opperman, May 24. 1969 
Jerry Blundy, Aug. 23,1969 
Dick Sutcliffe, June 21,1970 
Ray Lee Goodwin, July 3,1970

5 LAP TROPHY DASH
Randy Smith, July 7,1979
Jerry Potter, Sept. 2,1979

8 LAP HEAT RACE
Randy Smith, July 7,1979

MAIN EVENT—25 LAPS
Jerry Blundy, May 27, 1968
Lloyd Beckman, Aug. 24,1968
Bob Williams, May 17, 1969
Joe Saldana, Aug. 23, 1969
Jerry Blundy, June 27,1970
Ray Lee Goodwin, July 3,1970
Lonnie Jensen, July 15,1972
Eddie Leavitt, July 29, 1972

>

1979 RON SHUMANN
Phoenix, Arizona

TROPHY DASH 7 LAPS ALSO 7 LAP CONSEE
2:51.36 
2:51.30 
2:45.73 
2:45.04 
2:43.09 
2:36.73 
2:36.19 
2:35.25
2:35.14 
2:33.38 
2:30.26

7 Lap Consee Record currently held by Dick Sutcliffe 
set July 6, 1968. Time—2:37.75.

10 Laps 5 miles (Includes early records set in 10 lap 
Handicap.)

Ken Crook, Aug. 15,1959
Norman Galpln, Aug. 17,1963

Joe Saldana, July 15, 1967
Earl Wagner, Aug. 8, 1968 
Earl Wagner, July 8,1972 
Stacey Redmond, July 15,1972

TIME TRIAL— Vi Mlle
Sonny Helms, July 25, 1959
Jerry Richert, July 14, 1962
Jerry Blundy, Sept. 1, 1962
Jerry Blundy, May 30, 1963
Jerry Blundy, June 15, 1963
Jerry Blundy, June 12, 1965
Jay Woodside, Aug. 11,1966
Dick Sutcliffe, April 27, 1968
Bill Utz, June 1, 1968
Greg Weld, Aug 1,1968 (USAC Sprint)
Ray Lee Goodwin, Aug. 14, 1969
Eddie Leavitt, Aug. 7, 1976
Joe Saldana, Aug. 12, 1976
Mike Brooks, May 3, 1980

1961 ROY ROBBINS,
Louisville, Kentucky

1962 JERRY RICHERT,
Forest Lake, Minnesota

1963 GREG WELD,
Kansas City, Missouri

1964 KEN WELD,
Kansas City, Missouri

1965 KEN WELD,
Kansas City, Missouri

1966 JAY WOODSIDE,
Kansas City, Missouri

1967 THAD DOSHER,
Topeka, Kansas

1968 RAY LEE GOODWIN,
Raytown, Missouri

1969 KENNY GRITZ,
Lincoln, Nebraska

1970 JOE SALDANA
Lincoln, Nebraska

1971 JAN OPPERMAN,
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania

1972 KEN WELD,
York, Pennsylvania

1973 KEN WELD,
York, Pennsylvania

1974 DICK GAINES,
Floyd’s Knob, Indiana

1975 EDDIE LEAVITT,
Kearney, Missouri

1976 EDDIE LEAVITT,
Kearney, Missouri

1977 DOUG WOLFGANG, 
Des Moines, Iowa

1978 DOUG WOLFGANG, 
Lincoln, Nebraska

“We are proud to have been chosen for 
the 3rd consecutive year to build the 
Knoxville Nationals trophies and Hall of

J J



Friday Night Trophy Queen
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THE SAFETY CREW
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Christi, age 13, is the daughter of Jim and Mabel Hardin of Milo, Iowa.
Christi will be in the 8th. grade at Southeast Warren School this fall. Sports 

she has participated in school are basketball cheerleader, track and softball.
Christi has come to Knoxville to the races on and off since she was 6 years 

old and regular since the age of 9. For the last year she has camped at 
Knoxville almost every Saturday night with her parents. She enjoys going to 
the pits and visiting with her favorite drivers and getting autographs from all 
the drivers. One of her early favorite drivers was Gary Dunkle, before he 
moved on to USAC. Her favorite drivers now are Eddie Leavitt, Randy Smith, 
and Jerry Potter.

One of her biggest dreams was to become a trophy queen at Knoxville and 
now its beyond her “wildest dreams" to be a queen in the 20th. Annual 
Knoxville Nationals.



SONNY SMYSER
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TIM DEAVERDALE McCARTY
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EARL KELLEYBILL ROBISON
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THE CUSTOMER IS NO. f
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MENU:
Steaks 
Sea Food 
Sandwiches 
Pizza
Mexican Food 
Spaghetti 
Chicken

WELCOME TO KNOXVILLE 
FANS & DRIVERS —GOOD LUCK!!

GUS & NICKS 
AND 

THE OTHER PLACE
The Other Place, features fine dining, cocktails, 

and a quiet rustic atmosphere.
Happy Hour 4:30-6:00 

2 drinks for the price of 1 
FREE Onion Rings

Visit Us On The North Side Of The Square 

Beat The High Price Of Gas & Food 
Drive A Little And Save A Lot At Gus & Nicks & The Other Place

Inductees into the 1980 Hall of Fame are pictured here left to right Ray and Naomi Grimes; Slim Gutknecht; Jerry and Marj Blundy; Greg 
Helms, accepting for his father, Sonny Helms who was killed in a race accident In Bloomfield several years ago; and Sherrie Larson, widow 
of Roger Larson, who died in an accident on the Knoxville Speedway.*



all
Pepsi Cola

Hardee’s

DAVE LAWTYThe Shirt Shack BUTCH

Pester Derby

The Maple Buffet < ►
Bob’s Racing Things

tst ass/v.HfrVlONAL SPEED YS CO!ALCO

Goff & Nash (NAPA)

Coors

Kwik Service Printing

Iowa State Bank

Community National Bank

Marion County Savings & Loan

Spurgeon’s

GOFF & NASHThe Reminder

Hunter Oil
MARK PAYNE-S

Hy-Vee

Westridge Foods

Hersbergen Jewelers

Ron Rosenburg Racing

Knoxville Chamber of Commerce

PH. (515) 842-3449P.O. BOX 573
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Crouse’s House of Flowers 
Oskaloosa, Iowa

KNOXVILLE 
842-3121

CHARITON 
774-4021

CARLISLE 
989-3879

ALBIA 
932-7229

?.nsca.‘£

National Speedways
Since 1941

MOBILE AUTO SERVICE
Service & Repairs At Your Location 

KNOXVILLE, IOWA BO138

PAPAK
QUALITY PARTS

PROs7RsvsiaNALz

We hope you all are 
winners when you leave 
us.

Welcome to the Midwest 
and the Famed Sprint 
Car Nationals. May your 
stay bring much plea­
sure to you and yours.

!
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THANKS A MILLION to all those merchants 
and sponsors and lap money donors who have 
supported us all year.
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Ralph Blackett and close friend
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MIKE THOMAS
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Here’s A Little Something For 
All Of You Patient Racing Wives 

AFTER RACING SEASON

But this just starts him blowin’ 
....I’ll fix it after “Racin’ Season’’....

By Mari Hall

Every time a faucet drips
Every time your washer quits

You know you’ll hear a line that fits.... 
I’ll fix it after “Racin’ Season’’....

And when your car needs much repair 
and you get down in deep despair

The house could use a coat of paint 
Its awful sight just makes you faint

’Cause you just think that he don’t care 
....I’ll fix it after “Racin’ Season’’....

The lawns need mowin’
The trash needs towin’

With all this work just left behind
It makes you wonder “Where’s his mind?’’

That he could treat you so unkind 
...I’ll fix it after “Racin’ Season’’....

But all you’ll get is “Hon’’, I can’t 
...I’ll fix it after “Racin’ Season’’....

But when it’s night, and he’s been fed 
and so darn tired that he feels dead

you snuggle up to tease and please ’im.... 
Who waits ‘til after “Racin’ Season?’’....

'■J
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HOME OF CC SUPER LOCKS
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2806 HANGAR ROAD
MEMPHIS,TENNESSEE 38118

1-901-795-2400

OMPET1TION 
PA21S'

TELEPHONE HOURS 
8:00 to 1 2:00 a.m.

CENTRAL TIME
1:00 to 5:00 p.m.

Lobe 
lift. 
.418 
.418 
.418 
.418 
.418 
.418 
.418 
.418

Duration 
at .050 
250 
255 
260 
265 
270 
275 
280 
287

Introducing H.T.O.R., the most 
revolutionary Oval Track 

Cams ever concieved!
Over a year ago, we introduced our N.O.R. (Nonsymetrical 

Oval Roller) cams for Oval Track Racing. These were 
revolutionary cams at the time with moderately fast 
acceleration rates and moderately high lifts. These cams 
produced more power and greater reliability than previous 
Oval Track cams and kept us ahead of our competitors.

During the last year, round track racing has really come to 
life. Other cam companies have jumped into the market and 
are competing now to develop new Oval Track grinds.

We had two groups of cams available last year. The 
N.O.R. cams that were conservative grinds (compared to 
today's standards) but worked welL

The other group was our H.T.R. (High Torque Rollers) 
that were actually designed for drag race cars with automatic 
transmissions. These cars require an unbelievable amount of 
low end power, response and torque. These cams made so 
much power and they were so responsive that a lot of Oval 
Track racers started using them, especially on !4 mile dirt 
tracks. Boy, did these cams work especially good out of the 
comers’ But, since they were not designed for Oval Track 
use, they tended to be hard on valve train parts. We didn't 
really want to sell them for Oval Track use, but many 
racers demanded we sell them these HTR cams.

We felt it was necessary to introduce a complete NEW 
GROUP of cams for 1980 that would be better than our 
competitors’ latest grinds and that would combine the power 
of HTR cams and the reliability of our NOR cams AND 
TO TOP IT OFF, these cams offer you a TUNING 
ADVANTAGE NEVER BEFORE POSSIBLE!

As Oval Track Racing has become more and more 
sophisticated, the days of buying a cam and running it for 
the season are OVER!

Each race has different conditions: asphalt, dry dirt, 
wet dirt, flat track, banked track, even down to the 
way the individual driver likes to drive the car. This is 
VERY IMPORTANT. For example: certain drivers like to 
push a car real hard into the corners and ride high or wide 
in the corners which requires a different cam than for 
drivers who like to run low or tight in the corners.

We decided to develop this new group of cams with 
the SAME CHARACTERISTICS AND THE SAME LIFT! 
Each of the different grinds varies 5 degrees in duration, 

but the characteristics and the LIFT REMAIN THE SAME 
FOR EACH AND EVERY LOBE!

This way, an engine builder can change cams at the track 
without having to worry about rocker arm geometries, 
spring heights, coil bind, valve train geometries and settings. 
He will KNOW EXACTLY whfere he is going when he 
changes the cam for track fine tuning!

HERE’S HOW THE NEW CAMS WORK:
AU the new cams have a .418 LOBE LIFT which when 

used with 1.5 ratio rockers minus the valve lash, produces 
.600 lift at the valve. (1.6 ratio rockers can he used under 
certain circumstances.)

We feel that in most cases with most cylinder head designs, 
.600 lift wiU produce maximum power and torque for 
round track applications and at the same time is about 
maximum lift you can run and stiU have valve train reliability.

The reason we decided to keep all the cams the same lift 
is that it allows the individual mechanic to carefuUy set up 
his geometry to handle .600 lift on all his engines and heads

si

Lobe 
number 
285 3 
290 2 
295 4 
300 2 
305 3 
310-4 
315-2 
320 5

Now, here’s another exclusive. You can order ANY of 
these LOBES as an intake or exhaust lobe and combine it 
with any other lobe as an intake or exhaust lobe AND 
put them on any lobe center you want!

For example, we have found a super cam for Late Models 
on !4 mile dirt tracks to be a 285-3 intake lobe and a 295-4 
exhaust lobe on 106 lobe centers.

Another great grind for World of Outlaw Sprint Cars is 
our 310-4 lobe used as both intake and exhaust on 106 
lobe centers.

These are all new designs and we have tested and proven 
them. However, further tests are being conducted since 
there are so many combinations. We will generalize 
combinations of these lobes that we know work great together, 
but engine builders who want to get the jump on their 
competition can order any combination of these lobes now 
before they are cataloged. Consult our technical department 
for suggestions.

Another feature of these cams is that they are ALL 
designed to ALLOW VALVE LASH CHANGES without 
effecting valve train reliability. Now you can loosen your 
valves for more bottom end or tighten them for more top 
end (within reason) without being afraid of hurting something!

To show you how well Competition Cams work and to 
demonstrate the superiority of our products, we should point 
out a couple of races this year that we are proud of.

One is the Daytona 500 that Buddy Baker won. Buddy ran 
the fastest 500 mile ever run by any type caron any type track 
this year using one of our mushroom tappet special cams.

The other race was the Indy 500 in which 6 out of the first 
10 ears were using cams ground by us.

It is these kinds of performances that you should consider 
when selecting the cam company you want to do business 
with.

(>ive us a call today and ask what a Competition Cam can 
do for you — you won’t be sorry.

and then this gives him the flexibility to change cams for 
different tracks and conditions while still maintaining his 
pre set rocker geometries and spring heights, etc.

He can change cams at the track without having to 
worry about anything else and without having to CHANGE 
ANYTHING ELSE! We know of NO other cam company 
to ever offer this before!

We are also offering ANOTHER REVOLUTIONARY 
IDEA for fine tuning, read on!

First, here’s what the new H.T.O.R. (High Torque Oval 
Roller) LOBES look like:

Duration 
at .020 
285 
290 
295 
300 
305 
310 
315 
320



JOHN STEVENSON

14. Knoxville fans are the greatest....Thanks!
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Murphy’s Law Applied to 
Sprint Car Racing

9. The pictures of the winning pass never come 
out, but the pictures of the crash always do.

2. If only one tool is forgotton on the workbench at 
home, it is always the one you need right now and 
can’t find anyone else at the track to borrow it from.

4. The most important race of the year always rains 
out.

6. If there are only five things that can possibly go 
wrong, the one which requires the most time and

5. The race you have to drive the farthest to always 
rains out.

Everyone has heard of Murphy’s Law! That’s the 
one that says, “If anything can go wrong, it will.” 
We thought you might be interested in the section of 
this law which apply to Sprint Car Racing.

3. It is absolutely impossible to cut steel with a 
hacksaw without breaking at least one blade.

1. Race car expenses will exceed all sources of 
income.

7. The engine that blows is always either in your 
car or the car in front of you, never the one behind 
you.

10. The one time you win the Trophy Dash your wife 
is the Trophy girl.

11. There is never toilet paper in any restroom at 
any race track.

12. The winning program number is always the 
number before or after the one on your program.

13. If you pass a car there will immediately be a 
yellow flag. If you get passed there will not be a 
yellow flag for at least 2 laps.

. 'f

*

Two former race announcers at the Knoxville Raceways returned this year and posed for 
this picture. They are Doc Lemon, [left] and Skip Nelson with the mike.

work to replace and costs the most is the one that 
will.

8. If it seems easy or cheap to fix, it isn’t very 
important.

JERRY POTTER
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CD Equipped

CD Equipped

No Talk, Just Facts, and the fastest camshafts cost no more than the slow ones.

3926 Runway Rd.
30

Bobby Allen 
Doug Wolfgang 

Leland McSpadden 
Bubby Jones 

Bobby Marshall 
Bobby Allen

Shane Carson 
Ron Shuman
Randy Smith

Sammy Swindell 
John Stevenson 
Shane Carson

Doug Wolfgang 
Doug Wolfgang

Steve Kinser 
Eddie Leavitt 
Shane Carson 
Danny Smith

Joe Saldana 
Eddie Leavitt 
Gary Dunkle 
Lee Osborne 
Bubby Jones

CD Equipped 
CD Equipped 
CD Equipped 
CD Equipped 
CD Equipped 

 CD Equipped
CD Equipped

 CD Equipped
CD Equipped

 CD Equipped
CD Equipped

 CD Equipped

CD Equipped
CD Equipped

1976
Quick Time 
Winner ... 
2nd  
3rd  
4th

Ask for Steve Huggins at the track or just contact us direct:

CAM DYNAMICS 
[901] 794-2870 Memphis, Tn. 38118

1979
Quick Time 
Winner ... 
2nd  
3rd  
4th  
5th

1977
Quick Time 
Winner ...
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

1978
Quick Time 
Winner ... 
2nd  
3rd  
4th  
5th

I
■I
i
:|

Cam Dynamics Racing Camshafts Are Winning 
At The "KNOXVILLE NATIONALS"

1973
Winner  Kenny Weld CD Equipped
Kenny said, “He did not use Cam Dyamics in 1972 because they made too much 
power for his chasiss. ’’

So out of the last four Knoxville Nationals, Cam Dynamics Cars have won four. If 
you don’t run Cam Dynamics the odds are already against you.
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Lil’ Duffer
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Hersbergen Jeweler 
Marion County Raceway

Cole Studio 
Avery’s Hardware 
Brown’s Shoe Fit 

Weavers
Iowa State Bank 

Rhymes n’ Reasons
Gambles
Nemo’s

Verma’s Beauty Shoppe 
Dairy Sweet

Darnell D-X (Barney) 
Den Burger Champlin 
Shorty’s Steak House 

Hardee’s
Community National Bank 

Elliott’s Shoe Store 
The Style Shop 

Modern Jewelers 
Jo’s Place 
J’s Jeans

Fairlane Bowl 
Maple Buffet 

Westridge Supermarket 
Pizza Hut

Bailey’s Donut Shop 
Smith’s Carpet 

Bob & Ray’s Super Valu 
Hy-Vee 

The Studio
Gus & Nicks and The Other Place 

Harrisons
Baker Drug 

Chicken Charlie’s
Schmaltz’s Medicine Shoppe 

The Younger Set
Kramer’s Country Cobbler 

Stanbrough Realtors 
Strasburgers 
Mode-O-Day 

Book & Gift Center 
Ben Franklin

Pat’s Beauty Shop
His & Hers Barbers II 

Royal Pastry Shop 
Coast to Coast 
Goff & Nash

Aleff’s
Hunter Oil Co. 

Spurgeon’s
Crouses House of Flowers, Oskaloosa

A Big Thank You to the following who 
have contributed gifts for the 

1980 Nationals Queen Contest.
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"He's knocked 2
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What They Really Mean 
Is.....

Plug Wires Off. We Were Running On Seven 
Cylinders.

Race driver Nick M. Offen uses this phrase a lot. 
He’ll pull into the pit, hopping mad because even 
though he passed almost everything on the track, he 
only got a second.
“Nice race,’’ someone says.
“Got problems,’’ says Offen. “There must be a 

plug wire off because we were only running on seven 
cylinders.’’

Translated this means that the only reason his arch 
rival, I. M. Fullofit, beat him out at the finish line

Just Four More Bolts....
A fellow tells his wife or girl friend it’s just a 

matter of four more bolts and he’ll have the engine or 
rear end out. This leads them to believe it’s about a 
twenty minute job and they may as well wait for him.

Forget it!
Four days, four six-packs and four hundred 

four-letter words later he’ll emerge from the garage, 
greasy and grouchy, and announce he’s all done. He 
never reveals the location of these four bolts but from 
the looks of him and the time it took, they must have 
been very hard to get to.

Winning has a startling effect on a race car drivers 
language.

A driver can be a true-blue Bostonian, but entry 
into Victory Lane triggers a sudden attack of the 
“southerns” and, with the possible exception of 
Jackie Stewart, he becomes a “good ol’ boy”. It’s 
inevitable that he’ll say, “Ah want to thank mah 
sponsors, mah cre-e-w what done a great job, and 
mah wife....” This is probably the first time he’s 
thought of his wife since the season began and the 
pit crew as a bunch of idiots half an hour before when 
they were so busy watching the trophy girl that they 
almost forgot to fuel the car for the feature.

In the end, it seems that no matter what the 
translation, the drivers always understand each 
other and, in those rare instances when they don’t, if 
all else fails, actions DO speak louder than words!

Doesn’t Handle Right
An oldie, but goodie, this gem is heard over and 

over again. As Wynn D. One (who’s one of the best) 
has said: “So we won the championship race, but 
how we ever finished with both front radius rods bent 
and two broken shocks, I’ll never know. Of course, I 
didn’t realize at the time that the car was so bad off 
or I never would have passed four cars in the last 
turn.”

What he’s really saying is: “I’m the best darn 
driver on the circuit and you poor suckers didn’t have 
a prayer! I purely out-and-out out-drove ya’ll so I 
might as well rub your noses in it while I’ve got the 
chance!”

was because of mechanical failure, certainly not 
driver error.

There are lots of books out on racing: building 
engines, building frames, suspension tips, chassis 
components and many more. But there is one 
important area which has not been covered in any 
publication, “The Language of Racing”. Ordinarily 
what you see is what you get, but when it comes to 
racing, what you hear does not always mean what 
you think it means. To further explain, I’ve compiled 
a few of the most common expressions heard in 
racing circles and added the translation.

I’ve Got All The Big Stuff. Now All I Need to Finish 
the Car is a Few “Odds and Ends”.

This does not mean a few more nuts and bolts and 
the car will be ready to race. This means that he has 
a frame and perhaps a body. He’s got the engine left 
over from last season and all it needs are a few minor 
parts.... I ike new rods and pistons, a crankshaft, a 
cam, and valves, and a guy really should replace the 
cracked heads, but the rest of the engine is ready to 
go as soon as he gets a new injection system. The 
rear end will be all ready as soon as he gets a new 
ring and pinion and replaces the broken quick 
change case. He doesn’t even bother to mention such 
minor details as new torsion bars and shocks. The 
“odds and ends” usually add up to a second 
mortgage on the house.

Once the car is on the track the words roll faster 
than his new aluminum wheels.

The Brakes Went Out.
This is a favorite of driver, E. Z. Slider. Again, it 

doesn’t mean his brakes really went out, but It 
sounds a heckuva lot better than the truth: He went 
into the corners too hard, slid high, and almost went 
over the end. An excuse like this could fool the 
average bystander unless you happened to 
remember he seemed to have no problem stopping In 
the winners circle where there was a pretty girl 
waiting to give him a trophy and a kiss.

When They Say....,

seconds off his qualifying time since we found the way to motivate him."
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 15, 1980
Trophy Dash

FINISHCAR NO. DRIVE CAR N FINISH7
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 15, 1980

Semi-Feature
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8 ________
9 ________

10________  

CAR NO.
1.^7
2.20
3._V^
4.2®  
sxxtt
7.
8.
9.

10.

CAR NO.

1. o//~
2..
3..
4..
5..

io. yo
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 16, 1980
“C” Feature

CAR NO. RIVER FINISH CAR NO. FINISH

5
18.

19.

CAR NO. DRIVER CAR NO.FINISH

16.

17.

1980 National
CAR NO. DRIVER FINISH

1

19.
^7’9. 20.

21.

15.

2A_B_

__

DRIVE! FINISH

n IX~Z ziE
-2-2.

12, W
13. -3-&TT

12X^2

Championship
CAR NO. DRIVER FINISH

io. 717A

14.
15.22/
16. 24
17. 53

:zz:
”3V

a.Q^C.
&

1. /5L 
27^r 

3a3L. 14.

15.

is.^$T
1,. L.7.A
18.

JO

________

7. ^Z._
8. #?..

5.-LA.. ax. 
7.1&3

8. L-tL 
9.55Y 
10.83.
n. 14.

18..
13. ^J--b 
203/.Y
21. LE>
22. ̂ 72

“B” Feature

12<X/^/

13. «2y_.
14. 7X

1.6.Q.
T^±^-
3.^2—

6.s
10. 9ZX
n.

-

20. :irr
21.

22. 5.2
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FEBRUARY 5-6-7
FEBRUARY 12-13-14

KICKOFF
Ticket Information 813/677-7223 or 813/677-2632

$50,000 PURSE

For further information write or call

49

__ ____

SHOWDOWN 
AT EAST BAY

ALL RACES AT NIGHT
Starting Time 7:00 p.m.

Write:
JIMMY MINGO
East Bay Raceway 
Route 3 — Box 504 

Tampa, Florida 33619



by Alnice Nichols

[Story continued]
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HOMETOWN BOY 
MAKES GOOD

Not since the time many years ago when Kenny 
Crook was the man to beat at this track has the town 
of Knoxville had a champion to call its own. Sure, 
you say, there was Earl Wagner. But he is really 
from Pleasantville, ten miles down the road. Close, 
but not the same thing. But in 1980, Knoxville’s own 
Mike Brooks finds himself in the spotlight as this 
season’s top Sprint Car driver.

When Mike was a boy of fourteen and just another 
spectator in the Knoxville grandstand he never 
dreamed that twenty years later he would be winning 
races on this very same track.

The story of Mike’s racing career really begins in 
the early 70s just up the road in Newton, Iowa. Mike 
and his longtime friend, Dwayne Robuck, went into 
partnership on a yellow ’55 Chevy. Dwayne turned 
the wrenches and Mike did the driving. In his first 
attempt at stock car racing he won his heat and was 
second in the feature. This was just a preview of 
things to come. The following week he won his heat 
race...upside down. Yes, you read that right. He 
came out of'turn four in the lead, hit the wall, turned 
over and slid across the finish line on his head. Thus, 
Mike’s first race car finished out its lifetime as a 
convertible. The next week he won the Feature and 
Mike Brooks was on his way to being a real racer.

The next season he began driving a blue ’57 Chevy 
belong to Ken Schuring and Paul Lamphear. He 
raced this car for two seasons winning races at 
Newton, Oskaloosa and Des Moines. He finished 
second in the Des Moines Point Championship and in 
the top ten at the other tracks.

Mike quit racing for one season and devoted full 
time to driving a truck. But the lure of dirt track 
racing was hard to resist and the following year he 
was back behind the wheel of yet another late model, 
a yellow ’64 Chevelle owned by Dick Elliott of Mt. 
Ayr. He had a good season, racing many of Iowa’s 
local dirt tracks and finishing third in the Late Model 
points at the Fairgrounds in Des Moines.

Then in the fall of 1974 Mike and Dwayne once 
again teamed up. This time it was the “big time’’. 
They bought a Sprint Car! They raced one time at 
Cedar Rapids, against the likes of Dick Sutcliff, Earl 
Wagner, Ray Lee Goodwin and the other Sprint stars 
of that year. Mike spun out and did a lot of other 
things......all wrong. But he learned two valuable
lessons; one, he needed better equipment and, two, 
he had to change his style of driving if he was going 
to be the least bit competitive in these race cars that 
“don’t have doors!”

That winter Robuck bought a new Fred Kain 
chassis and Mike supplied the engine. The car was 
red and carried the now familiar #12. Mike didn’t 
exactly set the world on fire on his first full season at 
Knoxville, but he did show promise, taking first 
place in his qualifying heat in that years Nationals.

That winter Mike’s hometown friends rallied 
around donating time, labor, parts and money to get

his second season of Sprint Car racing off to a good 
start. Mike says that without the help of Dwayne, 
John Beaver, Rick Rankin, Larry Kline and Denny 
Johnson plus many others he never would have 
become a good enough driver to catch the eye of long 
time race fan and owner of Mickow Trucking Harrold 
Annett. But more on that later.

Mike’s second season at Knoxville did not yield 
him a feature win, but he placed high enough each 
week to make him number two in the point 
standings. For Mike, the highlight of that year was 
qualifying for the “B“ Main both at the Knoxville 
Nationals and the Western United States 
Championship in Phoenix, Ariz.

In 1977 the #12 Sprint car got a paint job and a 
sponsorship. The car was the now familiar shiny 
black and the Mickow logo was on the hood. Mike 
and Harrold Annett were not strangers. Mike had 
been driving trucks for Mickow off and on since 1973 
and Harrold was in the process of sending Mike to 
school to learn to fly the company airplane.

The Mickow sponsorship gave Mike’s racing 
career the boost it needed to put him where he is 
today. With still no feature wins to his credit on his 
hometrack he managed to capture third in the season 
point standings and finished sixth in the “B“ at the 
Nationals. A fuel leak and fire at North Star Raceway 
in Blaine, Minn., burned both Mike and the car 
cutting this season short.

But all things happen for a reason and this gave 
Harrold a reason to buy Mike a new race car. It was 
still a shiny black #12, but underneath the fiberglass 
was a brand new Maxwell chassis with a motor built 
by Wayne House. What more could any driver ask 
for? Mike dived head first into the 1978 season 
joining the likes of Wolfgang, Kinser and Swindell in 
Florida. Considering the competition, his winning 
the “B” and finishing fifth in the “A” feature was 
most respectable. He then traveled to the tricky 
Devils Bowl Track in Dallas, Texas, where a poor 
qualifying time delegated him to the lowly “D” 
Main. He won this easily. Starting at the tail of the 
“C” he raced his way to second. He started the “B” 
and was well on his way to a good finish when his 
brakes went out. This was his best year at Knoxville. 
He captured his first feature win and added two more 
for good measure. He had eighth fast time against 
the nations best at that years Nationals and finished 
third for the year in the point standings. He really 
got moving that fall when he went to Phoenix and 
winning both Qualifying Features and finishing 
second in the Western United States Championship.

Things looked great for Mike in 1979, but his was 
not to be. Lady Luck decided to frown on the Mickow 
Racing Team. If the engine or rear end didn’t break 
then a tire would go flat. Then to top it off, Mike had 
the worst accident of his racing career. He spent the 
last half of the ’79 season on the side lines with a 
broken shoulder, and for a while, two very comical 
looking black eyes.

But the 1980 racing season belongs to Brooks. He 
has won six Features out of thirteen starts. He had 
fast time more than once and broke the existing track 
record.
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MIKE BROOKS

Mike Arthur PhotoLARRY CLARK
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With things going so good this season, what does 
Mike think about his chances of winning the 
Nationals? He feels that he should be able to qualify 
right up at the top but Saturday nights “big one” is a 
whole different ballgame. The track is bound to be 
dry slick and unless he starts on the front row, he’ll 
have his hands full trying to win. But he’ll sure as 
heck be trying.

Many people feel that since Mike pretty much 
limits his racing to the Knoxville oval he has an 
advantage over those who race a variety of tracks, 
because he knows just how to set his car up for this 
track. This may be true for the weekly Saturday night 
race, but not so for the Nationals. After three nights 
of hard racing, the Saturday night Nationals track is 
different than any other night of the year. It takes 
completely different tires, gears and chassis set up. 
This is where the “Outlaws’’, Kinser, Swindell, 
Wolfgang, Osborne, Green and the rest have a 
definate advantage. They race on different tracks 
every weekend and learn quickly what it takes to 
make their cars fast as track conditions change. Mike 
would love to be able to gain some of this kind of 
experience. But Mike and his crew are all full time 
employees at Mickow and can only race as a hobby.

Mike has raced this same car for three years and 
despite the fact that it’s called a “heavyweight”, 
he’s winning. When asked the advantage of the new 
“light-weight” cars, he agreed they were faster. His 
secret to staying competitive...a House of 
Horsepower Motor.

Every driver has his own particular heroes. I asked 
Mike who was his hero. He replied, “There are 
about 40 or 50 of them.”

What does the future hold for Mike? Does he have 
dreams of the Indy 500? Mike, himself doesn’t know. 
He wants to get some pavement experience. And if 
one day he has a choice, he will take Grand Prix 
racing over Indianapolis. But then again, there’s 
always Daytona. And last but not least there’s 
always Knoxville. Mike is truly the “Hometown Boy 
Who Made Good” and will always have many friends 
and fans here in Knoxville no matter where or what 
he chooses to race.
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DAVE HILL’S

SHACK
HAS IT ALLI!

Jackets ☆ Caps ☆ Books ☆ Buckles ☆ T-Shirts

UNDER 
THE 

GRANDSTAND

☆ Photos ☆ Shirts ☆

Patches ☆ Badges ☆

ACROSS 
FROM 

TICKET 
OFFICE
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ARLETA VOYCE

SAVINGS BANKIOWA STATE
Progressive BankKnoxville's
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Indispensable! This is the only adjective that can 
describe this young lady who handles all the books 
for the Association plus a million and one other 
things that need doing. Those of you who have come 
in contact with her must appreciate her cheerful 
smile and courteous handling of your problems. 
Thanks, Arleta for being a great part of the show.

ON... HE GOES TWO OR THREE RACES AND NEVER USES 
A SHEET. THEN HE'LL GET RACEY SOME N/GHT AND 
NEED THE WHOLE ROLL.'

w



Career Feature Wins At Knoxville, 1954-Aug. 2, 1980

Danny Smith Rick Ferkel Lee OsborneLee James

Shane CarsonSteve KinserSammy SwindellJack Hewitt
54

41
31
29
19
18
18
17
17
16
12
11
10
9
8
8
7
7
7
7
6
6
6
5

23. Roger Rager
23. Danny Richardson
23. Sonny Helms
27. Steve Kinser
27. Gary Dunkle
27. Ralph Blackett
27. Randy Smith
27. Darryl Dawley
27. Al DeCarlo
27. Dean Woolheater
27. Tim Green
35. Jan Opperman
35. Lonnie Jensen
35. Gordon Woolley
35. Jim Hay
35. Roger Larson
40. Sammy Swindell
40. Sonny Smyser
40. Ron Shuman
40. Dick Gaines
40. Lenard McCarl
40. Stacy Redmond
40. Bill Thrasher

5
5
5
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
3
3
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

1. Earl Wagner
2. Jerry Blundy
3. Doug Wolfgang
4. Eddie Leavitt
5. Dick Sutcliffe
5. Ray Lee Goodwin
7. Joe Saldana
7. Dean Sylvester
9. Ken Crook

10. Ken Weld
11. Bud McCune
12. Mike Brooks
13. Greg Weld
14. Jerry Hayes
14. Jay Woodside
16. Bob Williams
16. Jack Delano
16. Johnny Baker
16. John Stevenson
20. Bill Utz
20. Thad Dosher
20. Lloyd Beckman
23. Shane Carson

40. Ken Gritz
40. Froggy Droz
40. Dick Santee
40. Angelo Mascaro
40. Bob Van Moesen
40. Roy Robbins
40. Ken Harper
40. Tom Bigalow
Tied for 55th with one win each are:
John Babb
Deo Loney
Bill Knapp
Jerry Weld
Wayne Niedecken
J.D. Cooper
Harold Leep
Bubby Jones
Fred Linder
Larry Kirkpatrick
Ron Rea
Bill Robison
Gary Patterson

Jerry Potter

Bill Moyer 
John Freeborn 

Jerry Richert 
Will Spaulding 
Ken Williams 

Tom Corbin 
Ralph Parkinson, Sr. 

Jerry McClung 
Edd French 

Bill Mellenberndt 
Jimmy Boyd 

Bobby Marshall 
Danny Smith
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1980 Season Summary
July 12

IJune 7

July 19

May 3 June 14 Rain

July 26

May 17 Rain

May 24

July 5
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Fast Time . . 
Trophy Dash 
1st Heat . . . . 
2nd Heat. . . 
3rd Heat. . . . 
B Main  
A Main

May 10
........ Stevenson 20.807

Smyser
....................... Art Coons
................ Con Edwards
................................Scott
......................Stevenson
................ Randy Smith

. Brooks 20.523
. . Eddie Leavitt
. Dale McCarty
.......... R. Smith
............ Brooks
Lenard McCarl
............ Leavitt

Brooks 20.220 
Sonny Smyser 

. . . . Ron Wiuff 
... Gary Scott 

. . . .Stevenson 

............ Brooks 
. Mike Thomas 
............ Brooks

May 31 WoO [Wings]
Fast Time Kinser 18.652 
1st Heat Green 
2nd Heat Smyser 
3rd Heat Kinser 
B Main McCarl 
A Main Wolfgang

Fast Time . .
Trophy Dash 
1st Heat. . . .
2nd Heat . . .
3rd Heat. . . .
B Main........
A Main

Fast Time . . 
Trophy Dash 
1st Heat .. . . 
2nd Heat. . . 
3rd Heat. . . . 
Aus. Pursuit 
A Main ....

Fast Time . . 
Trophy Dash 
1st Heat . . . 
2nd Heat. . . 
3rd Heat. . . . 
B Main........
A Main

June 21
. . . Bill Robison 20.406

R. Smith
........................  Brooks 

........................R. Smith 
........................... Robison

Woodward
........................ R. Smith

July 4
........Stevenson 21.650

Green
.................John Sernett
............ Ralph Blackett
.......................J. Potter

........................... Leavitt
........................... Coons

..................... Stevenson

.Leavitt 20.838 
Mike Pinckney 
. . . Heimbaugh 
............McCarl 
. . . .Stevenson 

. . . Heimbaugh 
...........Leavitt

Brooks 20.667 
Green 

.................Hop 
....... J. Potter 
.........Brooks 
. .Tom Corbin 

............Brooks

Fast Time . . 
Trophy Dash 
1st Heat . . . 
2nd Heat . . 
3rd Heat. . . . 
B Main.......
A Main....

August 2
........Jimmy Sills 20.708 

Brooks 
.................Mike Sellburg 
.................................Scott 
...........................Hainline 
............................... Hop 
............................  .Sills

...................Mark Shaffer 

...............................Green

. .Brooks20.696 
Hop 

Spike Lempelius 
.....................Hop 
.................Leavitt 
.... Heimbaugh 
.......Woodward 

 Brooks
Brooks

. Brooks 20.866 
. . . .Stevenson 
Steve Hainline 
. . . .Stevenson 
........... Brooks 
. . .Heimbaugh 
...........Brooks

April 20, 1980 WoO [Afternoon]
1st Heat John Stevenson
2nd Heat Green
3rd Kinser
4th Heat James
B Main Cliff Woodward
A Main Kinser

Fast Time . .
Trophy Dash 
1st Heat . . . .
2nd Heat . . .
3rd Heat. . . .
4th Heat. . . .
B Main ....
A Main

Fast Time . . 
Trophy Dash 
1st Heat . . . 
2nd Heat. . . 
3rd Heat . . . 
4th Heat . . . . 
B Main  
A Main

Fast Time . . 
Trophy Dash 
1st Heat . . . . 
2nd Heat. . . 
3rd Heat . . . 
4th Heat. . . . 
B Main .... 
A Main

June 28
............R. Smith 20.832

Leavitt
..........................  Brooks

.......................Stevenson
........................... Leavitt

................. Mike Thomas
........................... Leavitt

Fast Time . . 
Trophy Dash 
1st Heat. . . . 
2nd Heat. . . 
3rd Heat.. . . 
4th Heat ... 
B Main .... 
A Main  
A Main

Fast Time .... 
Trophy Dash . .‘ 
1st Heat  
2nd Heat........
3rd Heat  
4th Heat  
B Main............
A Main............

Fast Time . . 
Trophy Dash 
1st Heat. . . . 
2nd Heat . . . 
3rd Heat . . . 
4th Heat . . . 
5th Heat . . . 
B Main .... 
A Main . . . .

April 19, 1980 WoO
Fast Time Jerry Potter 20.840 
Trophy Dash Tim Green 
1st Heat Green 
2nd Heat Lee James 
3rd Heat Mike Brooks 
4th Heat Steve Kinser 
5th Heat Danny Smith 
B Main Bob Hop 
A Main Kinser

Brooks 20.483 
......... Blackett 
Darrell Hewitt 
. . . .Stevenson 
........... Leavitt 
................Hop 

. . Dan Shearen 
. . . .Stevenson

Fast Time . . 
Trophy Dash 
1st Heat . . . . 
2nd Heat . . . 
3rd Heat. . . .

Brooks BMain  
A Metin

w 'A
Bobby Marshall

Printed by KW1K SERVICE PRINTING. M2-5M3—KnuvOta. Im*.
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May 30 WoO [Wings]
Fast Time Doug Wolfgang 18.538 
Trophy Dash Brooks 
1st Heat Mackie Heimbaugh 
2nd Heat R. Smith 
3rd Heat Green 
4th Heat Wolfgang 
B Main McCarl 
A Main Wolfgang



MANZANITA SPEEDWAY
Presents the 13th Annual

Valvoline Western World
Sprint Car Championships

Oct. 22, 23, 24 & 25, 19801

i i

Head West For Your Autumn Vacation

For Entry or Ticket Information Write:

MARK PAYNE

IOWA STATE SAVINGS BANK
Knoxville’s Progressive Bank
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NEW FORMAT! 
BIGGER PURSE! 
MORE RACES!

A race track can only be as good as the equipment 
used on and around it. Mark Payne has spent all 
summer keeping the machinery running to keep this 
the best kept dirt track in the country. Thanks Mark 
for all the hours on our team and we promise not to 
buy anymore Japanese equipment.

MANZANITA SPEEDWAY 
3417 W. Broadway 

Phoenix, Ariz. 85023

Phone 
[602] 276-9401 
[602] 276-7575

PHOENIX • ARIZONA

nA
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