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Get your free copy of Ford’s 

Performance Buyers Digest!
1969 Muscle Cars...Specs...Prices 

Color Illustrations... Hi-Per Parts!
■ ■ ■

The 1969 Ford Performance 
Buyer's Digest contains full color 
illustrations of the hot new 
Cobras, Torino GT's, Mach I, 
Mustang GT's and Ford XL GT's. 
Plus engine, transmission, 
chassis and tire specifications 
and available hi-per options—all 
with prices. In addition, the 
Digest offers you color 
illustrations, specs and parts 
numbers on many of Ford's Hi- 
Per parts. This is the first time 
a Ford Performance Buyer's 
Digest has ever been 
offered, so don't miss out 
on this opportunity.
But hurry! The supply 
is definitely limited—mail 
the coupon today!

old 999 ana
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Performance Digest 
Department AG, P. O. Box 1000 
Dearborn, Michigan 48121

Mail coupon or 
write to:

Performance Digest 
Department AG, P. O. Box 1000 

Dearborn, Michigan 48121

(NAME) (AGE)

(ADDRESS)

(CITY) (ZIP)(STATE)

FORD
(MAKE AND YEAR OF PRESENT CAR OWNED)
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JUDGE ROY HOFHEINZ
President
Houston Sports AssociationI
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HOUSTON SPORTS ASSOCIATION. INC.
P. O. BOX 288 

HOUSTON. TEXAS 77001
*1
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WELCOME!

The Houston Sports Association and Pace Management 
Corporation extend a most warm welcome to the 
Astrodome and to the first annual Astro-Grand Prix - 
the world's greatest midget auto racel

We hope you agree with us that this will be one of 
the Astrodome's most exciting activities, and we 
are honored to have such outstanding drivers in our 
‘69 race.i

We appreciate your patronage and hope you will find 
all of our personnel courteous and helpful.

ially your

reinR<
esident
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NATIONAL
MIDGET

CHAMPIONS OfAAA
1948 .. . ... ROY SHERMAN

....... SAM HANKS
BILL VUKOVICH 

ART CROSS 
JOHNNY TOLAN 

LEROY WARRINER 
JACK TURNER 
JACK TURNER

1949
1950
1951

Schill Steel Co.1952
1953 .
1954
1955

USAC
1956 SHORTY TEMPLEMAN 

SHORTY TEMPLEMAN 
SHORTY TEMPLEMAN 

GENE HARTLEY 
JIMMY DAVIES

...................JIMMY DAVIES
JIMMY DAVIES

..................... BOBWENTE
MEL KENYON

.............. MIKE McGREEVY
MIKE McGREEVY

........... MEL KENYON
................... MEL KENYON

HOUSTON
DALLAS

SAN ANTONIO 
ODESSA 

TEXAS

1957
1958
1959
I960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968

CONGRATULATIONS TO USAC RACING 

IN THE ASTRODOME FROM

OFFY
This is the 1969 Supercharged Drake Offenhauser 
Midget Racing Engine. You'll be seeing a lot of it 

in the future.

DRAKE ENGINEERING AND SALES CO.
2001 WEST GAGE AVENUE, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90047

John Drake, PresidentDale Drake, Chairman of the Board
2
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Charles T. Brockman, 40, was elected 'to the post 
of President of USAC in January of this year. Born 
in Speedway, Indiana, he is a graduate of Speed­
way High and Purdue University. A long time 
associate of USAC, auto racing and the Indiana­
polis "500," Brockman has served as Director of 
Public Relations, Chairman of the Rules Committee 
and as a board member of USAC. In addition to 
these official posts he has also served on the "500" 
Radio Network, Wide World of Sports race cover­
age and he presently heads the broadcast team for 
MCA-TV closed-circuit coverage of the Indianapolis 
race.

USAC GRAND PRIX OFFICIALS

Robert Stroud, son of a former racing 
mechanic, has been the Midget Division 
Supervisor for USAC since 1959. Prior 
to this post he was an official for the 
AAA sanctioning body of auto racing. He 
has been associated with auto racing 
since the I920's. He started driving race 
cars in 1926 and drove until being injured 
in 1928. Throughout his career Stroud has 
served as driver, flagman, car owner, ob­
server and Championship Division official. 
In his capacity he is responsible for the 
running of 70 races each year.

Henry Banks, 53, has been the Director of 
Competition for USAC since 1959. Born 
in England the son of a pioneer European 
auto race driver, he competed in seven 
Indianapolis "500"-mile events. He addi­
tionally drove relief in four other In­
dianapolis events. In 1950 he was the 
AAA National Racing Champion and re­
tired in 1954. His best finish at Indian­
apolis was sixth in 1951. In addition to 
the Championship Division, he also was a 
consistent midget driver.

. . Director of Competition 
Midget Division Supervisor

............................ Registrator

................................... Starter

.......... Timing and Scoring

..........Timing and Scoring

...............Chief of Technical
Committee

.......................... Pit Steward

.......................... Pit Steward

HENRY BANKS ... 
BOB STROUD .... 
STEVE DAILY .... 
SHIM MALONE . 
LES KIMBRELL .. 
RONNIE ALLYN . 
JOHN PORTEOUS

v
TOM SANDERS 
RON RAFUSE .

?•

USAC OFFICERS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
IRVIN FRIED 
TED HALI BRAND 
J. GORDON BETZ 
J. C. AGAJANIAN 
ROBERT HIGMAN 
A. J. WATSON 
NORM NELSON 
A. J. FOYT 
CHARLES BROCKMAN 
JOHN KEMPER

THOMAS W. BINFORD 
HERB PORTER 
JOHN RUTHERFORD 
ROBERT L. MOREHEAD 
LINDSEY HOPKINS 
ROLLA VOLLSTEDT 
MEL KENYON 
ANTON HULMAN, JR. 
ROGER McCLUSKEY 
HOWARD S. WILCOX

........................ President

National Vice-President 
Eastern Vice-President 

Southern Vice-President 
Western Vice-President

........................ Secretary

........................ Treasurer

.......... General Counsel

CHARLES T. BROCKMAN

HOWARD S. WILCOX

IRVIN FRIED

LINDSEY HOPKINS 
J. GORDON BETZ 
JACK MARTIN ...
C. O. AUG, JR. 
JOHN KITCHEN DAVID B. LOCKTON
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World Series
of

Automotive
CompetitionIN THE ASTRODOME

Sun.,March 9Sat., March 8
Participants meeting (All drivers, car 
owners, mechanics must attend)

Practice under USAC supervision by all 
participants

Qualifications for Saturday night, March 
8 races

Qualifications for Sunday afternoon, 
March 9 races

NOTE: Qualifications for both day's events will be held on Saturday, 
due to the time element. Positions for qualifications for each 
days events will be drawn for, separately, by entrant upon 
registering on Friday, March 7. Qualifications will consist of 
faking one warm-up lap and two consecutive laps with the 
fastest being the official time.

ASTRO GRAND PRIX - PART TWO7:00 - 7:30 a. m.

2:00 p. m.
7:30 - 9:30 a. m.

4-LAP TROPHY DASH - Four fastest qualifiers 
starting in inverted order.

1st Ten-Lap Heat Race. 10 Cars - Inverted. 
Qualifiers: 43-35-27-19-11

47- 39-31-23-15

2nd Ten-Lap Heat Race. 10 Cars - Inverted. 
Qualifiers: 44-36-28-20-12

48- 40-32-24-16

3rd Ten-Lap Heat Race. 10 Cars - Inverted. 
Qualifiers: 45-37-29-21-13

49- 41-33-25-17

4th Ten-Lap Heat Race. 10 Cars - Inverted. 
Qualifiers: 46-38-30-22-14

50- 42-34-26-18

Semi-Feature 12 Laps. 10 Cars - Not Inverted. 
Qualifiers: 52-54-56-58-60

51- 53-55-57-59

100-LAP GRAND PRIX FEATURE Part One - First 
ten cars inverted.
Qualifiers: 9-7-5-3-1 -12-14-16-18-20 

10-8-6-4-2-11-13-15-17-19

Note: Additional starting positions may be announced by 
USAC in cooperation with Houston Sports Associa­
tion and PACE Management Corp.

9:30 - 12:00 noon

12:30 - 3:00 p. m.

ASTRO GRAND PRIX - PART ONE
8:00 p. m.

4-LAP TROPHY DASH - Four fastest qualifiers 
starting in inverted order.

1st Ten-Lap Heat Race. 10 Cars - Inverted. 
Qualifiers: 43-35-27-19-11

47- 39-31-23-15

2nd Ten-Lap Heat Race. 10 Cars - Inverted. 
Qualifiers: 44-36-28-20-12

48- 40-32-24-16

3rd Ten-Lap Heat Race. 10 Cars - Inverted. 
Qualifiers: 45-37-29-21-13

49- 41-33-25-17

4th Ten-Lap Heat Race. 10 Cars - Inverted. 
Qualifiers: 46-38-30-22-14

50- 42-34-26-18

Semi-Feature 12 Laps. 10 Cars - Not Inverted. 
Qualifiers: 52-54-56-58-60

51- 53-55-57-59

100-LAP GRAND PRIX FEATURE Part One - First 
Ten Cars - Inverted.
Qualifiers: 9-7-5-3-I -12-14-16-18-20 

10-8-6-4-2-11-13-15-17-19

VICTORY DINNER - Shamrock Hilton Hotel 
Admission by ticket only.

7:00 p. m. COCKTAILS: International Club - Grecian Room - 
Emerald Room

8:00 p. m. DINNER: Emerald Room

9:00 p. m. AWARDS: EMERALD ROOM
$50,000 awards, plus accessory monies, and 
additional prizes.

7:00 p. m.

Not#: Additional starting positions may ba announced by 
USAC in cooparation with Houston Sports Associa­
tion and PACE Managamant Corp. _____________
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PACE MANAGEMENT CORPORATION 3003 WEST ALABAMA

P.Q. BOX 13116 / HOUSTON, TEXAS 77019 / AC 713 / 526-5561

March 8, 1969

from PACE

It is with great pride that we welcome you to the Astro Grand Prix. It 
is a privilege for us at PACE Management Corporation, along with the Houston 
Sports Association, to be instrumental in bringing the world's largest 
midget auto races to Houston.

We want, at this time, to extend our sincere appreciation to everyone at 
the Houston Sports Association, as well as the United States Automobile 
Club; the drivers; car owners; Adams, Dana, Silverstein Agency; Sports 
Headliners, Inc.; and all whose efforts made the Astro Grand Prix a reality.

PACE was formed just three years ago, in April of 1966. On its agenda was 
the management of the '67 Houston International Boat, Sport & Travel Show. 
Within two months, a second show was added to the roster, the inaugural 
Houston Horae & Furnishings Exposition. From this limited beginning evolved 
a corporation which includes National Decorators, Inc. and PACE Publishing 
Company, and a full schedule of events.
PACE is now planning its 1969-70 season. Included are these trade shows:
The National Sporting Goods Association Show and the 4th annual Houston 
Home & Furnishings Exposition in September; the 14th annual Houston Inter­
national Boat, Sport 6c Travel Show; the 3rd annual Houston International 
Automobile Show; the annual National Pollution Control Conference 6c Exposition 
is held each April. The 10th International Cancer Congress will be held in 
Houston and managed by PACE in May of 1970.

Our sportaculars in the Astrodome will be the ,4th Auto Thrill Show; the 3rd 
U. S. National Indoor Motorcycle Championship Races; and we're looking forward 
to the 2nd annual Astro Grand Prix.

PACE's theatrical season of Broadway shows will start off with eight 
performances of "Cabaret" in Jones Hall in September.
The ladies and gentlemen of PACE are proud of our many endeavors and 
we are very happy to have you with us today:

Mrs. Dee Propst 
Mr. Howard Reddy 
Mrs. Kay Reistino 
Mr. Pat Singleton 
Mrs. Marjorie Timian 
Mrs. Dede Towles 
Miss Cathy Vinson 
Mrs. Cathy Wright 
Mr. Mike Zeigfinger

Mrs. Sandra Copeland 
Mrs. Sue Cox 
Mrs. Ann Dashiell 
Miss Lucie Dunwoody 
Mr. David Gordon 
Mr. David Holder 
Miss Judy Hughes 
Miss Anita Martini 
Mr. Roy Miller

Mr. Sidney L. Shlenker 
Mr. Allen J. Becker 
Mrs. Ruth Johnston 
Mr. C. E. Altman 
Mrs. Jerry Altman 
Mrs. Opal Birkes 
Mrs. Dorothy Burris 
Mr. Irving Brown 
Mrs. Tommie Campbell
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1968 USAC NATIONAL MIDGET CHAMPIONSHIP POINT STANDINGS
CAR OWNERSDRIVERS

491.55 27.15 
27.15 
25.65

44. D. K. Cumberworth . 25.30
45. Bob Willy ..
46. Bud Doty . ..
47. Paul Bates . .
48. Len Tetrault .
49. Howard linne
50. Gay VanBerckalaer . 18.95
51. John Saeman
52. Bob Lithgow
53. Gene Hamilton .... 18.05 

16.30 
13.25

56. Mid-Northern Co. .. 12.80
57. Hayden Harris .... 12.60
58. Joe Kleinbauor .... 11.55 

10.35
60. George Hopkins ... 10.30
61. Dallas Garman
62. David Birmingham ... 9.50
63. George Newnam .... 9.10
64. Harry Mark . .
65. Jack Mucia . .
66. Bob Corson . .
67. Scott Hunter .
68. William Wilson
69. John & Brian McKeand 8.15
70. Kon Johnson
71. Frank Griffo
72. D. Smith & G. Steele . 6.35
73. Scott Frost . .
74. Oliver Johnson
75. Bob Richards .
76. J. L. Johnson .
77. Al Hall ...........
78. Gary Irwin . ..
79. Howard Lehman .... 5.70
80. Paul & Dean Stanford 5.65

41. Arnie Kncpper
42. Rob Greentree
43. Bob Nowieke

41. Johnny Moorhouse .. 25.30
42. John Tenney
43. Warren Scheibe .... 23.10
44. George Benson .... 18.45 

18.20
46. Bill Puterbaugh .... 18.15
47. Johnny Parsons, Jr. . 17.55
48. Grier Manning —. 15.80 

15.75 
14.90

51. Greg Weld.................... 14.70
52. Johnny Rutherford .. 14.15
53. Dickie Deis ................. 13.40
54. Jim MeClean
55. Terry Vaughn .
56. Billy Douglas .
57. Roger Branson
58. Bob Lithgow .
59. Don Brown . ..
60. Wally Lambert
61. Paul Radimaker
62. Al Smith -------
63. Rick Davidson
64. Bob Richards .
65. Harold Pieper
66. Wib Spalding
67. Gary Irwin . ..
68. Bruce Walkup
69. Bernie Schechter .... 5.45
70. Rick Walsh ..
71. Jack O'Donnell
72. Russ Palombo
73. Jack Skellenger .... 4.50
74. Bill Hunter ____
75. Danny Frye ....
76. Don Stokes ....
77. Bill Gadda ____
78. Burt Wilson ____
79. Bob Walldan ...
80. John Deering ................ 3.80

1. Mel & Don Kenyon . 484.65
2. Howard Linne ------- 331.35
3. Dick & Owen Kincaid 232.00
4. Bob & Gene Shannon 216.35
5. Walter Knepper ... 197.20
6. M & L Leasing------- 194.70
7. Howard Linne .... 188.25 

180.35 
154.70 
139.15 
124.20

1. Mel Kenyon
2. Mike McGreevy .. 368.60
3. Bob Tattersall ------- 296.00
4. Chuck Arnold .... 241.00
5. Dave Strickland .. 238.75
6. Bob Wente .............. 197.90
7. Henry Pens .............. 193.40
8. Dick Jones .............. 180.35
9. Sam Sessions............ 159.25

10. Les Scott .................... 149.00
I I. Roger West.............. 139.15
12. Merl Bettenhausen . 137.20
13. Gary Bettenhausen
14. Tom Bigelow ....
15. Billy Vukovich ____ 109.80
16. Bill Renshaw
17. Don Vogler
18. Arnie Knepper .— 86.35
19. Mel Cornett .
20. Billy Mehner .
21. Bobby Grim ..
22. Gary Byers ...
23. Ray Elliott ...
24. Steve Troxell .
25. Jigger Sirois .
26. Tom Sellberg .
27. Geotge Snider
28. Don Meacham
29. John 8atts . ..
30. Bob McLean .
31. Sonny Ates . .
32. Bob Hauck . .
33. Bill Englehart .
34. Keith Thomas .
35. Newt White .
36. Larry Rice ...
37. Dick Pole____
38. Bob Hare ...
39. Joe Giba ....
40. Rob Greentree

25.10

24.90
24.80
22.40 
19.50
19.40

45. Jim Hines

8. Tom Krehl .
9. Gus Sohm .

10. Les Scott ..
11. Ed Loniewski
12. Doug Caruthers ... 112.85
13. John Hajduk
14. Eddie Russo .............. 108.70

103.50
96.50 
93.35

18. Cliff Cornell .............. 91.50
66.90 
66.80
66.70 
63.60
59.80 
57.75

25. Coxie Bowman .... 57.70
26. K. V. Weiland
27. Walt Schweitzer ... 51.85

50.25 
50.05
49.25
47.80

32. Math Schneider .... 44.40
42.70

34. George McBeath . . . 39.25
35. Gary Gamester .... 38.45
36. C. E. Kirschner .... 37.40
37. Robert Rice .
38. Bill Cooper .
39. Bob Haro . ..
40. Joe Giba . ..

49. Ron Hughes
50. Paul Bates

18.75
18.70

I I 1.25131.90 
I 17.40 54. Glen Trainor

55. Gene Willman
13.05
11.65
11.10
10.00

15. Bill Renshaw
16. Don Vogler
17. Harry Turner

103.50
93.75

9.75
59. Bob Lockard19. Bob Nowieke9.50, . 79.00 

,. 73.50 
.. 72.55 
. . 67.50 
.. 64.90 
.. 64.90 
.. 57.45 
. . 56.60 
.. 51.85 
.. 48.65 
.. 46.70 
. . 43.80 
.. 41.30 
.. 41.00 
.. 40.80 
.. 40.70 
.. 35.95 
.. 35.10 
.. 34.40 
,. 33.15 
.. 30.50 
.. 27.15

20. Lou Cooper .
21. Jack Stroud .
22. Harry Conklin
23. Arnie Knepper
24. Lloyd Rahn ..

8.25
9.508.00

8.00
7.05

8.906.15
8.756.10
8.3552.156.00
8.355.75
8.2028. Tom Sellberg

29. Vance Moore
30. Howard Linne
31. Hank Hansen

5.70

7.355.30
6.604.70

4.55
6.3033. Louis Snook
6.304.40
6.154.10
6.054.10 5.80... 33.10 

... 32.10 

... 30.70 

.. . 30.50

4.05
5.753.90

.. 3.85

THE COVER PICTURE Armstrong 
Hi-Flotation 

tire specialist 
‘'Baja-proven”

REMBRANDT of the Raceways, Ron 
Burton, an artist that can put on "can­
vas" a likeness of a race car which is 
almost photographically perfect in detail 
and color, painted the cover of your 
Astrodome Grand Prix program.

Nicknamed "Remy" - short for Rem­
brandt - by members of the racing fra­

ternity. Burton has no formal art training. 
He does, however, have an extensive racing background. Everett 
Burton, Ron's father was a race driver, he lost his life at Kokomo, 
Indiana. Ron's brothers are all involved in racing. Brother Dale is a 
driver, Larry is a mechanic, a story in himself for he was stricken by 
polio in 1962 and has since been confined to a wheel chair, but 
nevertheless is one of racing's best. Joe, the youngest of the four 
Burtons is also a mechanic.

Ron, in addition to having natural talent with a pencil or brush, is 
also handy with the mechanical end of a race car. In 1962, while 
working on a race car in California, Ron broke his leg. Being laid up 
he began to sketch race cars. It wasn't long before the talent, un­

discovered until that time, began to show through. At first, Ron gave 
the sketches and pictures to the drivers and car owners. Since that 
time, Ron estimates that he has sold over 300 of his art pieces and 
several of his originals have been reproduced and sold throughout 
the nation.

In addition to his sketches and reproductions, Ron also does por­
traits and animals, but whether he is working on them or actually 
painting the car itself or a painting or drawing of a car, as an artist, 
Ron's first love is auto racing.

Dealerships Available

CUSTOM TIRE WORK 
BALANCING 

CUSTOM 
WHEELS

DUNE BUGGY TIRES 
TIRE TRUING 

CHARGE
IT

ARMSTRONG TIRES

j

vgflCTION TIRE CENTER
"WHERE THE ACTION IS"

PHONE 472-1784 
1716 SO. RICHEY 
PASADENA, TEXAS

KEN ENGELKING 
Owner
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GENTLEMEN
START YOUR

ENGINES

AUTEN HULMAN, JR.

"GENTLEMEN. START YOUR ENGINES," 
This is the command that Mr. Tony Hulman. 
President of the Indianapolis Speedway, 
issues every year which send 33 race drivers 
on their way to "500" miles of speed, dar­
ing, thrills and to the winner a check worth 
nearly $200,000. To the 300,000 plus fans 
that attend the race and the over 100,000,- 
000 fans that either hear or view the race
via radio and closed-circuit TV, the com­

mand means the start of the "Greatest 
Spectacle in Racing."

Mr. Hulman is the Honorary Chief Stew­
ard of the Astro Grand Prix being presented 
this weekend. Being one of the staunch 
supporters of all types of racing he is on 
hand to give his famous command to the 
drivers each day, of the two-day $50,000- 
event, when they start the 100-lap chase to 
the checker and the largest purse ever offer­
ed for an auto race of this type.

Mr. Hulman has been a guiding light for 
the racing fraternity since 1946 when he 
purchased the famed Indianapolis oval. Ho 
attends every possible race that time will 
allow and will be among the most interested 
spectators attending this inaugural event.

Bill Vukovieh displays the type of skill that you will witness in the Astro Grand Prix as he 
broadslides his Doug Caruther's Offenhauscr through a turn. The same car is being driven by 
young Vukovieh in the Grand Prix and carries the No. 15.

Les Scott (No, 2) and Henry Pens (No. 99) illustrate the type of 
close competition you can expect when starter Shim Malone gives the 
green flag in this weekend's races.

Dave Strickland displays his cornering technique. The same ear, carry­
ing the No. 5, will be driven here by Strickland.
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ENTRY LIST 1969 ASTRO GRAND PRIX
CAR DRIVER &
NO. HOME

MEL KENYON
Lebanon, Indiana
MIKE McGREEVY 
Hayward, Calif.
BOB TATTERSALL 
Streator, Illinois 
DAVE STRICKLAND 
Pleasant Hill, Calif. 
LLOYD RUBY 
Wichita Falls, Texas 
GARY BETTENHAUSEN 
Tinley Park, Illinois 
DICK JONES 
Whitewater, Wise. 
ROGER WEST 
Joliet, Illinois 
LES SCOTT 
Livonia, Mich.

OWNER &
HOME
DON KENYON 
Lebanon, Ind.
HOWARD LINNE 
Mendota, Illinois 
JACK STROUD 
Torrance, Calif.
OWEN & DICK KINCAID
Terre Haute, Ind.
ROBERT NOWICKE 
Louisville, Ky.
ROBERT NOWICKE 
Louisville, Ky.
TOM KREHL 
Madison, Wise.
SAEMANN GRABOW 
Bourbon, Ind.
LES SCOTT 
Livonia, Mich.
C. E. KIRCHNER 
Solon, Ohio 
ROB GREENTREE 
Indianapolis, Ind.
LLOYD RAHN 
Tuscola, Illinois
D. J. CARUTHERS 
Anaheim, Calif.
CLIFFORD CORNELL 
Hinsdale, Illinois 
JOHN C. HAJDUK 
Niles, Illinois 
VANCE MOORE 
Partage, Wise.
SHANNON BUICK CO. 
Dayton, Ohio
LOU COOPER 
Orland Park, Illinois 
GLENN TRAINOR 
Phoenix, Ariz.
WALTER KNEPPER, JR.
Belleville, Illinois
BOB LITHGOW 
Streator, Illinois 
DON VOGLER 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois 
ARNIE KNEPPER 
Belleville, Illinois 
HANK HANSEN 
St. Louis, Mo.
COXIE BOWMAN 
Ossian, Ind.
GEO. & GARY GAMESTER 
Lomard, Illinois 
BOB RICE
Linden, Ind.
WILLIAM COOPER 
Chicago, Illinois 
BILLY RENSHAW 
Murphysboro, Illinois 
BOB HARE 
Lyons, Illinois

CAR ENGINE:
NAME

I THERMO KING OFFY

2 LINNE ENT. LTD. OFFY
.

3 THE HONKER II OFFY

5 KINCAID BARBER 
SHOP SPL.
GENE WHITE SPL.

OFFY

6 OFFY

7 NOWICKE OFFY OFFY

8 T-KAY RACERS 
OFFY

OFFY

ORTHOPEDIC EQUIP.9 OFFY
CO.
SCOTT OFFY10 OFFY

OFFYSOLON SPRINGSBOB McLEAN 
South Bend, Ind. 
ROB GREENTREE 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
BILL PUTERBAUGH 
Roxanna, Illinois 
BILLY VUKOVICH 
Fresno, Calif.
MEL CORNETT 
Milwaukee, Wise. 
TOM BIGELOW 
Whitewater, Wise. 
BILL ENGELHART

II

OFFY12

OFFYRAHN OFFY14

OFFYEDMUNDS AUTO 
RESEARCH 
CAN-DU SPL

15

OFFY18

OFFYHAJDUK OFFY20

OFFYVANCE MOORE OFFY21
Madison, Wise.1

OFFYSAM SESSIONS 
Nashville, Mich.
RAY ELLIOTT 
Lockport, Illinois 
CHUCK ARNOLD 
Panorama City, Calif. 
BOB WENTE 
St. Louis, Mo.
BOB LITHGOW 
Streator, Illinois 
DON VOGLER 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois 
ARNIE KNEPPER 
Belleville, Illinois 
JOE LEONARD 
San Jose, Calif.
JACK CALABRASE 
Lansing, Mich.
STEVE TROXELL
Denver, Colo.
LARRY RICE 
Linden, Ind.
RICHARD POLE 
Harvey, Illinois 
BILLY RENSHAW 
Murphysboro, Illinois 
BOB HARE 
Lyons, Illinois

SHANNON BUICK 
OFFY
COOPER FALCON

22

FALCON23

OFFYFEDERAL MOGUL 
BEARING CO. 
ELDER CADILLAC

24

OFFY25
SPL

OFFY28 LITHGOW

CHEVY IIVOGLER CHEV29.*

OFFY31

OFFYMESSENGER SPL.32

OFFY33 BOWMAN'S OFFY

SESCOGAMESTER SPL.35
*•

OFFY36 OLD BLUE

CHEVY II37 COOPER'S CHEV IIf

OFFYDAIRY QUEEN OFFY38

39 1ST SAVINGS OF 
LaGRANGE PARK, ILL.

OFFY

8



ENTRY LIST 1969 ASTRO GRAND PRIX
CAR DRIVER &
NO. HOME 

EBB ROSE 
Houston, Texas
JOHNNY MOORHOUSE 
Santa Ana, Calif.
RON HUGHES 
Garden Grove, Calif. 
JOHN BATTS
Jamestown, Ind.
JIM McVEY 
Independence, Mo. 
JIGGERS SIROIS 
Hammond, Ind.
GEORGE SNIDER 
Bakersfield, Calif.
MARIO ANDRETTI 
Nazareth, Penna.
JOE GIBA
Denver, Colo.
JIM MALLOY 
Denver, Colo.
BILLY MEHNER 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
JOHNNY RUTHERFORD 
Ft. Worth, Texas 
BOB HAUCK 
Joliet, Illinois 
WARREN SCHEIBE 
Denver, Colo.
WIB SPALDING 
Granite City, Illinois 
LEE KUNZMAN
Guttenberg, Iowa 
JAMES MAGUIRE 
Somerville, N. J.
NIGEL BATES 
San Jose, Calif.
GENE ROEHL 
Lake Mills, Wise.
A. J. FOYT 
Houston, Texas 
SONNY ATES 
Sellersburg, Ind.
JIMMY McELREATH 
Arlington, Texas 
CHUCK WEYANT 
Springfield, Illinois 
BOBBY UNSER 
Albuquerque, N. M.
BRUCE WALKUP
Downey, Calif.
ART POLLARD 
Medford, Ore.
HENRY PENS 
Joliet, Illinois
BOBBY GRIM
Indianapolis, Ind.
AL UNSER 
Albuquerque, N. M.
MERL BETTENHAUSEN 
Tinley Park, Illinois

OWNER &
HOME
BOB LOCKHARD 
Joliet, Illinois
D. K. CUMBERWORTH
Santa Ana, Calif.
GAY VanBERCKELAER
Westminster, Calif. 
GEORGE McBEATH 
Chicago, Illinois 
BUD DOTY 
Davenport, Iowa 
GENE HAMILTON 
Robinson, Illinois 
WALTER SCHWEITZER 
Bakersfield, Calif.
DON KENYON 
Lebanon, Ind.
JOE GIBA 
Denver, Colo.
HARRY CONKLIN
Englewood, Colo.
LOUIS SNOOK 
Charlotte, Texas 
SCOTT HUNTER 
Wichita Falls, Texas 
MATH SCHNEIDER 
Lockport, Illinois 
LEN TETRAULT 
Tinley Park, Illinois 
LEE ELKINS 
Kalamazoo, Mich.
BOB WILLEY 
Moline, Illinois 
EDWARD MATAKA 
Maplewood, N. J. 
NIGEL BATES 
San Jose, Calif.
HARRY TURNER 
Chicago, Illinois 
MARVIN EDWARDS 
Los Angeles, Calif.
K. V. WEILAND 
Chicago, Illinois
E. E. SILK
Wichita Falls, Texas 
ED LONIEWSKI 
LaPorte, Ind.
PARNELLI JONES 
Torrance, Calif.
GUS SOHM 
St. Louis, Mo.
LINNE ENT. LTD.
Mendota, Illinois
LINNE ENT. LTD. 
Mendota, Illinois 
EDDIE RUSSO 
Kenosha, Wise. 
PARNELLI JONES 
Torrance, Calif.
LINNE ENT. LTD. 
Mendota, Illinois

CAR ENGINE
NAME

69 CHEVY II

41 AQUASLIDE "N"
DIVE SPL.
VanBERCKELAER OFFY

OFFY

45 OFFY

47 McBEATH OFFY OFFY

50 DOTY CHEVY II CHEVY II
\

55 L. GENE HAMILTON CO. OFFY
SPL.

60 SCHWEITZER OFFY OFFY

61 THERMO KING OFFY

GIBA OUTBOARD62 JOHNSON

CONKLIN OFFY64 OFFY

WYNN'S CHARGE65 OFFY

AUSTIN AQUA 
FESTIVAL SPL.

66 OFFY

DESIGN WORKSHOP CHEVY II67
SPL.
TETRAULT CHEV II CHEVY68

McNAMARA SPL. OFFY73

BOB'S BODY SHOP 
CHEV.
RACEWELD CO., INC.

CHEVY74

OFFY75

OFFYWINKELMANN-AMEC79
SPL
TURNER OFFY OFFY82

HOLLYWOOD SPRING 
& AXLE
WEILAND TOOL & 
MFG. CO.
SILK OFFY

OFFY83

OFFY84

OFFY* 85

OFFYLONIEWSKI OFFY87

OFFYPARNELLI JONES 
RETZLOFF CHEMICAL SPL. 
SOHM OFFY

89

OFFY90

OFFYLINNE ENTERPRISES93
LTD.

OFFYLINNE ENTERPRISES96
LTD.

OFFYEDDIE RUSSO SPL97

OFFYPARNELLI JONES
FIRESTONE
LINNE ENTERPRISES

98

OFFY99
LTD.

?



QUALIFICATIONS 1981 ASTRO GRAND PRIX
QUALIFICATIONS for the Astro Grand Prix event, will be held on Saturday. March 8. Following a 2-ho“’ practice wmn the two-round qual.f,- 
cation, will begin. Each car. in order of a draw, held at the regi.tration, will take two lap. again.t the electr.c eye The first round .tart, at 9:30 
a.m. Thi. round determine, the .tarting position, for the race. Saturday night. March 8. The .econd round w,II .tart at 12:30 p. m. The second 
round determines the race line-up for Sunday', races. The chart below ha. been prepared for your convenience.

Saturday SundaySundaySaturday
LAPSCAR DRIVER LAPS CAR DRIVERI 2 I 2

EBB ROSE > > i* t i -> 1-MEL KENYONI 0'~\iU, 69, II
JOHNNY MOORHQUiL2. MIKE McGREEVY IH /?/.# 41.t

Lb3.v BOB TATTERSALL
DAVE STRICKLAND

■ - ■■ RON HUGHES45.1 - <
7 7177775. JTJZ t ? *0- JOHN BATTSn r, ' 47.
1 v- ,v?6. LLOYD RUBY As-. •- o \ *»111 i SL>b Tl JIM McVEY i ^ S'v-50.------jAL m 77;> 7. GARY BETTENHAUSEN - illI > S3 55- JIGGER SIROIS/ } mrft8. DICK JONES / - bi> iJlffl 60. GEORGE SNIDER It! '..v-/\ i.

3 9. ROGER WEST r-r.v:I - <5 V, MARIO ANDRETTI / ’ / <4:< s/i> 61. I i / •
LES SCOTT10. /( 'JOE GIBA62./ ?. t,a / V-^7-

I l <-/
^ U

LiTW11. BOB McCLEAN 64. JIM MALLOY/ V 14 «■>.—v.i .vr?
* 9

1 Vc
ROB GREENTREE12. /V? 7-7?v / BILLY MEHNER65.i

14. BILL PUTERBAUGH JOHNNY RUTHERFORDft ;-"l n v' 66.
15. BILL VUKOVICH / Jn.b’ BOB HAUCK . _67. ) c! *7 - .»
18. MEL CORNETT ^ ; s iv /36ft WARREN SCHEIBE, 68/

■< 20. TOM BIGELOW JJ2K I13. ! 01XO WIB SPALDINGI 7 'll i / 73. / t IT '• ,V
21. BILL ENGELHART ' / ' 4 7-kAi 74. LEE KUNZMAN 111/J 5 s iI

, 22. SAM SESSIONS I J . )~l tT1>c 7UK JIMMY MAGUIRE /Z' 75.
23. RAY ELLIOTT I s S NIGEL BATES - .79.

CHUCK ARNOLD24. i \/i >\i 1,1 S'
Lilli
I if. x }>

13 ;t/ 82. GENE ROEHLi/ ■
25. BOB WENTE 13 7 11-£> - 83. A. J. FOYT I c
28. BOB LITHGOW r rrr<~ 84. SONNY ATES I-St. I f . Vj ivj
29. DON VOGLER / f- JIMMY McELREATH✓ 85.;g Q';

; * tf

1 3L ARN1E KNEPPER ill 87. CHUCK WEYANT /I «»•/
32. JOE LEONARD
33. JACK CALABRASE

__ : vBOBBY UNSER V89.ir/j «1/ t 7 v~' ^ 90. BRUCE WALKUP s5
35. STEVE TROXELL II ART POLLARD^..

HENRY PENS 
BOBBY GRIM ,/

93. V'l Y II. /X
46. LARRY RICE -1. IS. 1 > Ty J- '[) 96. * • n nI -•✓
37. RICHARD POLE TfTOTT

TTijf
i /fT /(, 97.

38. BILLY RENSHAW !s /f; 'Al' UNSER•3 98. /
39. BOB HARE 99. MERL BETTENHAUSEN! ‘/.fb f

CHUCK
ARNOLD

No. 24

MARIO
ANDRETTI

No. 61
i/ SONNY ATES 

No. 84

Sellcrsburg, Ind.Panorama City, 
Calif.

Nazareth, Pa.
3328

42 March 28. 1935Feb. 28, 1940
May 30. 1926 
5'5" - 150 
Beth
Raymond

Douglas

5' 7" 1385' 6" 138
Judy

Desiree 12 
Dana 9

Dee Ann 
Michael 6 
Jeffery 4

Born in Trieste, Italy. Started driving at 
the age of 13. First race in Formula Jr. type 
car in Ancona, Italy. Has driven USAC Na­
tional Championship races for five years. 
Competed in 87 races, won 21, finished 2nd 
seventeen times, finished in the top ten on 
78 occasions. Was the Rookie of the Year

A 22-year veteran of racing, Chuck 
Arnold has appeared in one Indianapolis 
"500" Mile Race. Finished 15th in 1959, 
averaging 130.918 mph, to gain the covetod 
Champion 100-Mile-An-Hour Club recogni­
tion. Won first race in 1946 at West Haven. 
Conn. - Midgets. Chuck is a regular 
petitor in the USAC Midget Division and in 
1968 he finished fourth in the final midget 
standings. He won three of the 1968 feature 
races. In 1967 he won 2, was second twice, 
and fourth on three occasions. His final 
standings in the 1967 points was 7th. In the 
Grand Prix, Chuck is driving the Arizona 
Hard Chrome Spl. owned by Glen Trainor of 
Phoenix, Arizona. He has won a total of nine 
USAC midget feature races and is regarded 
as a contender in each midget race he en­
ters. In over twenty years of racing he has 
competed under the NASCAR, ARDC, and 
USAC banners. Chuck is a lover of the out­
doors, can usually be found around the track 
in his levis and boots. He secretly hopes to 
turn his love to the indoors by winning the 
Astro Grand Prix.

A veteran of 12 years of racing, Sonny 
Ates is one of the few drivers who started a 
career in the 3/4 midgets which has led to 
Championship racing. After winning several 
national titles in the 3/4 midgets, Sonny 
turned to the USAC Midget and Sprint Car 
Divisions. In 1967 and 1968 he established 
several world's records in the sprint cars, 
passed his Indianapolis driver's test and 
competed regularly in the Championship 
Trail. In the midgets he was 17th in 1967, 
31st in 1968. In the sprints he was 5th in 
1967 and 14th in 1968. Sonny was the 
"Most Improved Sprint Car Driver" in 1967 
and is regarded as one of USAC's fastest 
rising stars. Ates is the 1968 USAC indoor 
Midget Champion. In the Astro Grand Prix, 
Ates is driving the Weiland and Tool Manu­
facturing Special owned by K. V. Weiland 
of Chicago, Illinois. A "pavement" chauf­
feur by admission, Sonny is hoping for a 
hard, slick track in the "DOME" so he can 
go for another world's record and the $50,- 
000 prize. Sonny has passed his driver's test 
at Indy and is looking for a ride there this 
year. v

>

com­

at Indianapolis in 1965. Twice the National 
Champion - 1965 and 1966. Established

>
new

one- and four-lap records in qualifying at 
Indianapolis in three consecutive years. Won 
the coveted pole position in 1966 and 1967 
to become the fifth driver to do so in the 
history of Indianapolis. Second in National 
Point Standings in 1967 and 1968. Winner 
of the 1967 Daytona 500-mile race at Day­
tona Beach, Florida. On Labor Day 1963, he 

three major feature midget races to be 
the only driver to ever establish such a 
mark. Is driving the No. 61 owned by Mel 
and Don Kenyon in the Astro Grand Prix. 
Mario is considered one of racing's top 
bassadors.

won

am-
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QUALIFICATIONS 1969 ASTRO 6RAN0 PiSX I
I

QUALIFICATIONS for the Astro Grand Prix events will be held on Saturday, March 8. Following a 2-hour practice session the two-round qualifi­
cations will begin. Each car, in order of a draw, held at the registration, will take two laps against the electric eye. The first round starts at 9:30 
a. m. This round determines the starting positions for the races Saturday night, March 8. The second round will start at 12:30 p. m. The second 
round determines the race line-up for Sunday's races. The chart below has been preparod for your convenience.

Sunday Saturday SundaySaturday
CAR DRIVER LAPS2CAR DRIVER LAPS 2

m.Gp.I3.c,(, T3U '3.1/3 13 -Srf69.)3T$MEL KENYONI.
,3- 6-5 )5.(& WW 133 7 JOHNNY MOORHOUSE41.2. MIKE McGREEVY

M-J3 >?• V-z. I 3.^0 UL'.fb
l*T.3

/3.T9 45. RON HUGHES 1 21BOB TATTERSALL3.
C3./7
mjf

JOHN BATTS 7IS .«?z 13-73 47.DAVE STRICKLAND
I
I3L<~

5. 7
\n.o tsxv-129'? I3t/=r 136*7- JIM McVEY50.LLOYD RUBY6.
13.12. 13-33 L-??C>3.40 [3.SO I

/3 SI Wtt, im.1
13 33 JIGGER SIROIS55.GARY BETTENHAUSEN7.

+4-74 \*h\GEORGE SNIDER \3U60.8. DICK JONES
/ 3 <ie. • 3i3-94 jJ?>TP rffo-P MARIO ANDRETTI61. fS, 3LROGER WEST I4 2U9.
WAo >4 (oOWAo_LZJd. JOEGIBA !?</12-US 14-1$

73-feP 13-91
62.LES SCOTT10.

rs.p.s 64. JIM MALLOY I 3-S-a- 1-347 15 4 ?
TTSK 1771

11. EOfl-McGtEAH
14.1 C,73 .in?. SA 3?r/ /4C3 BILLY MEHNER 1332.65.ROB GREENTREE12.

14 ,-z]Tj_7£ IS 33f<M7 ^77?

'3 -on M T

JOHNNY RUTHERFORD 14. is SO
/ 59<?

66.14. BILL PUTERBAUGH
13' >4 051372 132013s 3 BOB HAUCKBILL VUKOVICH 67.15. *
14.00a56/ I ?.5 /13.'jo 68. WARREN SCHEIBE I 3 6,0MEL CORNETT18.

>4.02- K y: 4i3. r<&3.&/ iz-.sn 2-, 77 WIB SPALDING73.TOM BIGELOW20.
/ 3 5'6 13 Sit >^o/I34T LEE KUNZMAN74. 1 ?:*rlBILL ENGELHART21.
14 A3 13,7 4- 14.7 V3.0022. SAM SESSIONS &T5c 75. JIMMY MAGUIRE)5, ^e 5. X/tiro 1-4 01

1370 FWfl-
CvRAY ELLIOTT ts^.. 13 45?

>5.73
79. NIGEL BATES A<ic.iDEfrn---PRftL23.

137<r&A?P
5 ssi

#■,32- MH
Sfilz

24. CHUCK ARNOLD 82. GENE ROEHL
13.76 >369
4-23 74 .S2.

M 41
TsTJt

25. BOB WENTE 83. A. J. FOYT>4.72.
28. BOB LITHGOW 3&T SONNY ATES /V.^984.

m 3 >3-5y 13*5529. DON VOGLER JIMMY McELREATH >^7£T /^/qI 3.U 85.13 -S~l
(3-96/364 J .3 mu31. ARNIE KNEPPER I CHUCK WEYANT

5. WE<-C
87. I 34-7 I >,4/

>3.78 13,9-g32~ —> 1552=
13.90 !24o

3 89. BO-BEY UNSER Au
90. BRUCE WALKtJP

13 71 13') v
T3SS"33. JACK CALABRASE 13 37 13.6-3 13 -C& 1372

So 1 3S~235. STEVE TROXELL 14,2^ IG,S«=> -ART—POttARD PENS.m
HFHRY-PENS SeflSUH»US£«TiVl. I;3 .4s"

4+77793.
36. LARRY RICE (5,4 3 3-62. 13-73 PTZ?96. 13 S >7

lU-ZZ. 1330 (4- 24 l9 !</
13.2.Z-

ljct37. RICHARD POLE 97. BOBBY GRIM f4-3c
BILLY RENSHAW 13. i,I 15-qi /j.K I3.96~38. AL- UNSER. 806*498. 13.4o \S?-3 I

39. BOB HARE I4.051 B.te2i 14.11 l>? 36 ? 99. MERL BETTENHAUSOl i^>ll3r?o!)S.7ol )3.'7
__ _______ ________ >7

>2. .3?

CHUCK
ARNOLD

No. 24

MARIO
ANDRETTI

No. 61

SONNY ATES 
No. 84

Scllersburg, Ind.Panorama City, 
Calif.

Nazareth, Pa.
3328

42 March 28. 1935 
5'7" - 138

Feb. 28, 1940
May 30. 1926 
5'5" - 150 
Beth
Raymond
Douglas

5'6' 138
JudyDee Ann 

Michael 6 
Jeffery 4

Desiree 12 
Dana 9

Born in Trieste, Italy. Started driving at 
the age of 13. First race in Formula Jr. type 
car in Ancona, Italy. Has driven USAC Na­
tional Championship races for five years. 
Competed in 87 races, won 21, finished 2nd 
seventeen times, finished in the top ten on 
78 occasions. Was the Rookie of the Year 
at Indianapolis in 1965. Twice the National 
Champion - 1965 and 1966. Established 
one- and four-lap records in qualifying at 
Indianapolis in three consecutive years. Won 
the coveted pole position in 1966 and 1967 
to become the fifth driver to do so in the 
history of Indianapolis. Second in National 
Point Standings in 1967 and 1968. Winner 
of the 1967 Daytona 500-mile race at Day­
tona Beach, Florida. On Labor Day 1963, he 
won three major feature midget races to be 
the only driver to ever establish such a 
mark. Is driving the No. 61 owned by Mel 
and Don Kenyon in the Astro Grand Prix. 
Mario is considered one of racing's top 
bassadors.

A 22-year veteran . of racing, Chuck 
Arnold has appeared in one Indianapolis 
"500" Mile Race. Finished 15th in 1959, 
averaging 130.918 mph, to gain the coveted 
Champion 100-Mile-An-Hour Club recogni­
tion. Won first race in 1946 at West Haven, 
Conn. - Midgets. Chuck is a regular com­
petitor in the USAC Midget Division and in 
1968 he finished fourth in the final midget 
standings. He won three of the 1968 feature 
races. In 1967 he won 2, was second twice, 
and fourth on three occasions. His final 
standings in the 1967 points was 7th. In the 
Grand Prix, Chuck is driving the Arizona 
Hard Chrome Spl. owned by Glen Trainor of 
Phoenix, Arizona. He has won a total of nine 
USAC midget feature races and is regarded 

contender in each midget race he en­
ters. In over twenty years of racing he has 
competed under the NASCAR, ARDC. and 
USAC banners. Chuck is a lover of the out­
doors, can usually be found around the track 
in his levis and boots. He secretly hopes to 
turn his love to the indoors by winning the 
Astro Grand Prix.

A veteran of 12 years of racing, Sonny 
Ates is one of the few drivers who started a 
career in the 3/4 midgets which has led to 
Championship racing. After winning several 
national titles in the 3/4 midgets, Sonny 
turned to the USAC Midget and Sprint Car 
Divisions. In 1967 and 1968 he established 
several world's records in the sprint cars, 
passed his Indianapolis driver's test and 
competed regularly in the Championship 
Trail. In the midgets he was 17th in 1967, 
31st in 1968. In the sprints he was 5th in 
1967 and 14th in 1968. Sonny was the 
"Most Improved Sprint Car Driver" in 1967 
and is regarded as one of USAC's fastest 
rising stars. Ates is the 1968 USAC indoor 
Midget Champion. In the Astro Grand Prix, 
Ates is driving the Weiland and Tool Manu­
facturing Special owned by K. V. Weiland 
of Chicago, Illinois. A "pavement" chauf­
feur by admission, Sonny is hoping for a 
hard, slick track in the "DOME" so he can 
go for another world's record and the $50,- 
000 prize. Sonny has passed his driver's test 
at Indy and is looking for a ride there this 
year.

new

as a
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GARY
BETTENHAUSEN 
No. 7

Tinley Park, III.

JOHN BATTS 
No. 47NIGEL BATES 

No. 79 IJamestown, Ind.
San Jose, Calif. 28

2723 Nov. 28, 1940 
5' 9" - 145 
Kathleen

Syndy 10, John 8 
Linda 6, Carol 5

Nov. 18. 1941 
5' II" - 165 
Wavelyn

Twins - Cary and 
Todd 5

May 23. 1945 
5' 10" • 145 
Single

f
Bates started his caroer of speed in the 

Go-Karts in Canada in I960. Of the 214 
events he ran, he was a winner 95 times. 
Ho attracted the attention of all the pros 
when ho captured his first professional mid­
get race with USAC at El Cajon, California 
on November 23rd of last year, after post­
ing the second fastest qualifying time of the 
evening, .01 seconds behind Billy Vukovich. 
In the feature he bested Mel Kenyon, the 
three-time USAC Midget King. Bates is one 
of the few owner-driver combinations enter­
ed in the Grand Prix. His 
the Winkelmann-Amec. Special and is pow­
ered by an Offenhauser engine. Bates is 
also one of the few drivers that believes that 
racing and marriage doesn't mix. Starting his 
career at the age of fifteen years, ho is an 
eight-year veteran of racing at 23. Recently 
Bates took a driving test in a European 
Formula car and after a few laps at Willow 
Springs, he came within l.l seconds of 
breaking the track record. He is under con­
tract to Roy Winkelmann to compete in 
several up and coming major road racing 
events.

Following a year in the Car Owners Rac­

ing Association midget group in Indiana­

polis, Batts joined the USAC ranks and has 
been driving in tho USAC division ever since. 
A six-year contender in the midgets, he has 
ran for USAC since 1963 and is considered 
by many of his competitors as a "comer". 
Following his first year with USAC he 
voted as the Most Improved Driver (1966). 
When John isn't out plowing up 
track in his McBcath Offy, he 
plowing up some good Indiana farm soil. 
Batts is a farmer by trade and enjoys both 
his farming and racing equally as well. He 
hopes to harvest some big "Green" while 
running in the Astrodome.

A member of the racing Bettenhausen 
family and son of the late, great two-time 
National Racing Champion, Tony Bettenhau­
sen. Gary started his career in the racing 
fraternity in the stock ear division of USAC 
in 1963 and then stepped into the Midget 
division where his racing talents really started 
to show through. In 1967 he won five feature 
races in the midgets and continued his edu­
cation in the stock and championship divi­
sion. In 1968 Gary really came into his own, 
he qualified for his first Indianapolis 500, 
won midget and sprint races with regularity 
and became one of the toughest and most 
respected drivers of the new breed within 
the USAC ranks. Gary was the Most Improv­
ed Championship Driver of 1968, winning his 
first national event at Phoenix, Arizona. 
Gary, in addition to his driving ability, is a 
very thorough mechanic. He takes care of 
his own midget which is owned by Bob No- 
wicke of Louisville, Ky. Gary spends his non­
driving time working on the car and prepar­
ing for the coming races. You will note that 
his car is well prepared and is a show piece.

was
is known ascar

some race

be foundcan

MERL
BETTENHAUSEN 
No. 99

Tinley Park, III.

TOM BIGELOW 
No. 20

JACK
CALABRASE 
No. 33 
Holt. Mich.

Whitewater, Wis.
29

25 25Oct. 31. 1939 
5'9" - 170 
Randy Lou 
Donald, Alan, 
Becky

June 9. 1943 
5' 10" - 167 
Single

June 19, 1943
150
Rose

Driving his first race at Beltsville, Md., 
Jack came through the ranks of stock car 
driving, six years with ARCA, and joined 
the USAC drivers in the fall of 1967 at Fort 
Wayne, Indiana competing in an indoor mid­
get race. Jack feels that driving with USAC 
gives a driver competition with tho very best 
drivers and equipment available and tha* 
USAC and its members go out of their way 
to assist a newcomer. In addition to driving, 
Jack is interested in studying American his­
tory, reading and drawing. Rose, Jack's 
wife, feels that her most memorable moment 
in Jack's career was when he finally got the 
opportunity to drive the No. 33 he is driving 
here at the Astrodome. Coxie Bowman, the 
car owner, according to Mrs. Calabrase, is 
the person that she and Jack owe a tremend­

ous lot to for his belief in her husband's 
ability.

Mori Bettenhausen, youngest of the Bot- 
tenhausen racing brothers, is in his second 
year of USAC competition and is fast be­
coming the driver to watch from the midget 
division. During the 1968 campaign ho won 
one race and was a regular front runner 
within the division.

On one Saturday night, late in the 1968 
USAC season, Merl won a major 100-lap 
Championship Midget race at Indianapolis 
Raceway Park Vi mile oval and Gary won 
the feature USAC sprint ear race at the 
Reading, Pa. Fairgrounds' '/> mile track.

During the off-season, he is employed by 
the Premier Industrial Corporation. During 
this past winter he joined Bob Tattersall and 
Jimmy Maguire racing the midgets in Aus­
tralia. All three drivors returned to the 
states for the Astro Grand Prix. Under hob­
bies, Merl lists "Girls". Merl hopes to join 
brother Gary in both the sprint ear and 
championship division in the near future.

After starting his career of speed in 
Wisconsin, Bigelow drove nine years before 
joining the USAC ranks. He competed in 
both the sprint, midget divisions and in 1968 
he started his career in the championship 
cars driving two races on the dirt, DuQuoin 
and Sacramento. Tom tells that the most 
impressive thing about USAC racing since 
joining the organization is the way that the 
drivers run "so fast, so close". Tom is an 
avid boy's club booster and works with the 
younger set at every opportunity.
Jones, another Astro Grand Prix entrant, is 
Bigelow's brother-in-law.

In his learning days, he was a member of 
the 8adger Auto Racing Association in Wis­
consin. Tom won his first event back in '61 
at Ionia, Michigan and his first USAC fea­
ture in 1968 at Hales Corner Speedway. 
Charles Bigelow, Tom's brother, is also a 
race driver. Tom enjoys baseball and bowl­
ing as a way of relaxing, but as all race 
drivers, enjoys the competition and speed 
that only race drivers know.

Dick
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BILL ENGELHART 
No. 21

RAY ELLIOTT 
No. 23

MEL CORNETT 
No. 18

Madison, Wise.Lockport, IllinoisWauwatosa, Wise. 264732 March 20. 1942 
5'6" - 135 
Mary
Herbert 4

Sept. 16, 1921 
5' IO'/i" - 190 
Single

May 22. 1936 
5' I I” - 185 
Single

Ray Elliott, one of USAC's regular com­
petitors is always a threat to win a race. 
A veteran of four years in the United States 
Marine Corps. Elliott, when not racing, is a 
journeyman ironworker. Ray has no real pre­
ference when it comes to racing, he likes 
the stock cars, sprints and midgets. In addi­
tion to his USAC activities Ray also spends 
time with his local midget group. This is a 
mild understatement as ho has been the 
champion of that association for seven dif­
ferent years. The United Midget Racing As­
sociation Championship has belonged to Ray 
in the years of 1947-1948-1949-1950-1964- 
1965 and 1966. The only reason that you 
don't see more championships is the fact that 
Ray quit racing from 1949 until I960. That 
year he finished 8th in the UARA points. In 
1964 he won a 500-lap race at the famed 
Sun Valley '/« mile track. One of the long­
est relationships between car owner and 
driver began in I960 when Ray began driv­
ing for Lou Cooper. Ray has been a regular 
driver for Cooper since Oct. 17, I960. The 
Cooper Falcon is a very familiar sight 
around the USAC circuit and Elliott is the 
only driver entered with a Falcon engine do­
ing tfie work.

A plumber by trade, Bill started his career 
of speed in the stock cars and now claims 
that his favorite is USAC midget racing. He 

the "Rookie of the Year" in 1967 in the

Starting in the modified stock cars in 
Cedarburg, Wisconsin. Mel has been in the 
midgets and sprint cars for five years. He 

^jdjove his first USAC race at the Amphithea­

tre its Chicago and finished 19th in the 1968 
USAC Midget Division Point Standings. 
When Mel is not busy driving the mighty 
midgets he is a regular employee of the 
Lincoln Tool Manufacturing Company in his 
hometown. He served 4 years with the U. S. 
Air Force. His hobbies are basketball and 
football. His ambition, as most race drivers 
—to win the "500". Mel is driving the Can- 
Du Spl. (which he hopes he can) which is 
owned by Cliff Cornell of Hinsdale, Illinois. 
Mel finished the 1968 USAC Midget Cham­

pionship campaign in 19th position.

was
Badger Midget Association. He was the re­
cipient of the Gary Congdon-Pat Buening 
Memorial Award as the outstanding driver in 
the Badger Association in 1968. He finished 
6th in that association in 1967 and 2nd in 
1968. Bill claims that, "as all race drivers," 
he wants to run at INDY and ho will be run­
ning full time in 1969. Additionally he calls 
the Astro Grand Prix "the most fantastic 
event he has over heard of." When not rac­
ing Bill is a plumber. His hobby sounds as 
interesting as his auto racing. He likes 
Snowmobile activities in the winter. His 
favorite type track is the half miles, but ex­
pects to change that this weekend. Bill is 
starting his first full, of what he hopes will 
be many, seasons under the USAC banner. 
Bill is driving the Vance Moore Offenhausor 
owned by Mr. Moore from Partage, Wise.

JOE GIBA 
No. 62
Denver, Colo.

BOBBY GRIM 
No. 97ROB GREENTREE 

No. 12
59

Indianapolis, Ind.Sept. 3. 1909 
5'8" - 140 
Single 
Charles 30 
At 59, Joe is the 
oldest driver enter­
ed in the Astro 
GP. He has been a

professional race driver for more years than 
most of the Astro Grand Prix entrants "have 
been". He was a charter member of USAC. 
His long career on the nation's speedways 
started in 1937 at the Merchants Park 
Speedway in Denver, Colorado. He won his 
first feature race twenty years ago in Den­
ver in the midgets. Midget racing has been 
Joe's entire life. He has worked as a me­
chanic on several Indianapolis "500" entries 
and will be driving the only outboard (John­
son) powered car in the Astro Grand Prix. 
He has been experimenting with this particu­
lar engine two years and hopes to prove its 
worth in Houston by winning both races. His 
big ambition is to develop the engine and 
be able to market it for use in midget rac­
ing. In addition to building, owning and 
driving cars, Joe works as a machinist in 
Denver. He loves to race the dirt, but his 
real affection, by admission, is the small 
asphalt ovals. Joe drove his first Midwest 
race in Lafayette, Indiana in 1948 with the 
AAA sanctioning body. He followed the 
circuit regularly until I960 when he blew his 
Offenhauser engine apart for the last time. 
He has spent his time since developing his 
engine.

44Indianapolis, Ind.
Sept. 4, 1924 
5' I I '/i" - 150 
Betty 
Susie 19 
Bobby, Jr. 20

34
Oct. 20. 1934 
5'8'/j" - 164 
Susan

Bobby Grim is one of the real racing 
veterans in the USAC ranks. He has won so 
many trophies in his career that he built a 
special room onto his home at one time just 
to house them. Starting his 22nd year be­
hind the wheel. Bobby is a veteran of nine 
Indianapolis "500" events. In his rookie 
year in 1959 he won the covetod honor of 
"Rookie of the Year". His best finish was 
in 1964 and 1968 with a tenth place finish. 
Before joining the USAC ranks he was a 4- 
time International Motor Contest Association 
sprint ear champion - 1955-56-57 and 58. In 
addition to his racing Bobby is working pres­
ently with Dave Laycock, one 
finest car builders and chief mechanics. Be­
sides his racing miles at Indianapolis he has 
logged many, many miles as a test driver for 
the tire companies. He loves the dirt track 
racing and midgets are a favorite of Bob­
by's. Bobby has the same dream that all 
real race drivers share, to win the Indian­
apolis "500" and the USAC National Cham­
pionship. He is an avid water skier. (Ask 
him about riding the chair on the water.)

Rob Greentree makes the Astro Grand 
Prix a truly international event. He was 
born in Sydney, Australia. He presently 
makes his home in Indianapolis near the 
famed racing oval. In addition to racing, 
Rob is a merchandising consultant for Na­
tional Retail Hardware of Indianapolis. 
Starting in the midgets on an Australian dirt 
track he competed in both the midgets and 
endurance races. He was the New South 
Wales Champion and was runner-up in the 
Australian-New Zealand-American Champi­
onship races held in Sydney. During his 
career he has also competed in the modified 
races, a few championships. In addition to 
the sprints and midgets he also hopes to 
drive the USAC stock car and championship 
division events. A brand new car carrying 
Rob's home name will be his ride for the 
Grand Prix. This is his own car and it will 
soon have a cage mounted on it as does Mel 
Kenyon's No. I car. Rob believes that a 
driver feels safer and goes faster with a 
cage, in comparison with the non-cage ear.

j*

of USAC's
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RIB HARE 
No. 39

BOB HAUCK 
No. 67

RON HUGHES 
No. 45

a.'

i fit
"{t

ll
Lyons, Illinois Joliet, Illinois* ' \’ Garden Grove, 

Calif.41 37
Sopt. 22. 1927 
5‘ 9" - 155 
Violet 
Gail 18 
Bruce 16 
Mike 8

■ Aug. 26. 1931 
I 5' 10" ■ 175 
I Edna 
I David, Diana,

TS Barbara, Russell, 
Bob, Jr., Lea Ann

won his first feature race in 1955 
at Joliet Stadium driving the midgets and 
has been driving for a total of 17 years. He 
claims that the real challenge to USAC rac­

ing is the stiff competition that it offers. 
He won one USAC feature in 1967, finished 
23rd that year and in 1968 was 32nd. He 
entered his first race in 1955 at the Joliet 
Stadium which is a dirt track. This was with 
the UARA Midget Association in the Chica­

go area. In 1968 he finished 32nd in the 
USAC point standings. He is driving the 
Design Workshop Spl. which is powered by 
a Chevy II engine. In addition to racing 
Bob's favorite sport, which he and his wife 
both enjoy, is bowling. Bet you thought it 
was something else.

26

May 28. 1942 
5' I I" - 160 

_ Single
^ Ronnie, Jr. 6

Ron Hughes drove his first race in Costa 
Mesa. California in a Micro-midget race. 
He rapidly became good in his field and 
managed to win the driving title in the smaU 
cars. He captured the title in I960 aed^ 
again in 1961. He drove his first race with 
the USAC midget division in 1963 and has 
been a consistent competitor since. He 
spends most of his racing time in California 
and on the West Coast. In addition to the 
midgets, micro-midgets and T.Q. (three- 
quarter) midgets, Ron also competes in the 
West Coast sprint car races. When he isn't 
busy driving a race car Ron likes to bowl, 
golf, and go motorcycling. He is an em­

ployee of the Martin Decker Corporation as 
a purchasing agent. Ron is driving the Gay 
VanBerckelaer Offy in the Grand Prix races.

;r
*

A truck driver by profession, Bob started 
driving race cars ten years ago at Soldiers 
Field in Chicago. Ho has drivon midgots, 
modifieds, three-quarter midgots and sprint 
cars. He has two feature wins in the USAC 
midgets to his credit and following the first 
two indoor races of the USAC 1969 season 
was leading the USAC point standings for 
1969, a position that he admittedly wishes 
to maintain. In 1953 he won the American 
Midget Racing Association Championship in 
the 3/5 midgets. In 1956 he was the Mid­
west Racing Association Champion. That 
year he garnered five features, three 2nd 
place finishes and four 3rds. His long range 
ambition is to continue running midgets as 
long as possible; Rib will be driving his own 
car in the Grand Prix. It is the 1st Savings 
of LaGrange Park, Illinois Spl. powered by 
an Offonhauser engine.

Bob

r*. :

LEE KUNZMAN 
No. 74

DICK JONES 
No. 8

Whitewater, Wise.

ARNIE KNEPPER 
No. 31

y*'.-
Belleville, Illinois Guttenberg, Iowa

O - 2430 38

Nov. 20. 1944 
5' 10" - 165 
Single

Oct. 10. 1930 
5'9" - 158 
Wanda

Peg 12, Art 10. 
Tina 5

Aug. 16. 1938 
5'4" - 135 
Donna 
Jeffery 5

Starting in 1964 with the IMCA Midget 
Division, Lee turned to the USAC midgets in 
1968. In addition to midgets he has also 
campaigned the sprint cars in IMCA. He 

7th in IMCA's sprint points in 1967 and 
selected "Rookie of the Year". He fin-

A four-year veteran of the Indianapolis 
"500" Arnie started his 18th year occupa­
tion of auto racing at the Walsh Stadium in 
St. Louis in a midget. He drove his first 
USAC race at the Springfield. Illinois '!* 
mile dirt track which the Astro track has 
been patterned after. The name Knepper is 
synonymous with auto racing in the Midwest 
and Arnie is one of many Kneppers to turn 
his hand at auto racing. He is a regular 
competitor in three of USAC's four divisions, 
midgets, sprints and championships. In addi­
tion to racing Arnie is a member of (he 
highly regarded Champion Spark Plug High­
way Safety Team that travels the nation 
speaking to high school audiences on high­
way safety. War is the only thing that has 
been able to stop Arnie from racing. He 
served with the army during the Korean con­
flict. He won the St. Louis Auto Racing 
Association Championship in 1954 and 1955. 
In 1957 he built and campaigned his own 
sprint car with AARC in 1957 and 1958. 
Arnie's first stab at racing was short lived. 
In 1948 he quit racing after a year of com­
petition to be a mechanic. Returning to rac­
ing he has been up the ladder.

Starting at the Sun Prairie Speedway in 
Wisconsin, Dick's favorite type track is dirt 
and in a midget. He holds 6 International 
Motor Contest Association (IMCA) world's 
records in the midgets and 9 IMCA sprint 
car records. He was the 1967 IMCA "Rook­
ie of the Year," 1959 Badger Midget Racing 
Association "Rookie of the Year." 1967 IM­
CA Midget Champion, and in the 1968 US­
AC Midget division he finished 8th. At 
Daytona Beach he was the 1968 Florida 
Midget Champion. He drove his first USAC 
event at the Terre Haute Fairgrounds '/i mile 
dirt track in Indiana. Dick is hopeful of 
driving the USAC Championship races and 
obtaining the success that will allow or earn 
him a ride at Indianapolis and the "500" 
mile race. He served in the U. S. Navy and 
attended C.l.T. Refrigeration School. In the 
Grand Prix, Dick is driving the T-KAY Rac­
ers Offy owned by Tom Krehl of Madison, 
Wisconsin.

was
was
ished the 1968 IMCA standings in 2nd. Lee's 
favorite type track is the Vi mile dirt tracks 
in either a midget or sprint car. His first 
race was at Cedar Rapids, Iowa at the
Hawkeye Downs track. He drove a modified 
stock to get his feet wet in the sport of 
racing. His first USAC race was also in 
Iowa, at Davenport in the midgets. When 
Lee isn't racing he is busy as a new and 
used car salesman. He likes water skiing, 
snow skiing and swimming. After high school 
Lee attended the Iowa University for one 
year. He. as all drivers do, wishes to run at 
Indianapolis and in the big cars on the 
Championship Trail.
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JOE LEONARD 
No. 20

JIMMY
MAGUIRE
No. 75

BOB LITHGOW 
No. 28

San Jose, Calif.
Streator, Illinois

34 Somerville, N. J.
33

Aug. 4, 1934 
Diana

Joe, Jr. 15 
Deborah 14

29
Aug. 15, 1935 
5‘ II" . 165 
Lois

Jan. 8, 1940 
5'9" - 160 
Joan

"MAGOO," that's the nickname that this 
outstanding young driver has been tagged 
with. Jim, in addition to racing, is a very 
ambitious Associate Design Engineer. He at­
tended Brighton High School and Wentworth 
Institute in Boston and the Newark College 
of Engineering. He drove his first race in a 
super modified at the Norwood Arena in 
Massachusetts. His first USAC race was in 
a sprint car at Reading, Pa. and he finished 
7th. He was the United Racing Club Sprint 
Car Champion in 1963. He joined the USAC 
ranks in 1964 and was a very potential 
rookie for an Indianapolis test when he suf­
fered the loss of an arm at New Bremen, 
Ohio in a sprint car accident. Bouncing back 
with the same enthusiasm that made him a

Joseph Paul Leonard, a former motorcy­
cle racing champion, made his way into the 
major league of auto racing, via the motor­
cycles and stock cars. At the age of 16, 
with an old suitcase and $21 in his pockets, 
Joe left his San Diego, Calif, home to seek 
out his career of speed. After quickly prov­
ing his ability on two wheels on short tracks 
Joe won the U. S. Amateur Cycle title. 
Turning pro, he won the National Cycle 
Titles in 1953 and 1954. In 1955 he 
runner-up and then repeated the title win in 
1956 and 1957. Joe witnessed his first In­
dianapolis "500" in 1963. Just five years 
later he* won the coveted pole position, 
whoosing his way to new one and four-lap 
records in one of Andy Granatelli's STP tur­
bines. He qualified at over 171 miles an 
hour. Just nine laps from victory he was 
sidelined and watched as Bobby Unser rode 
to victory. He has appeared in four Indian­
apolis races and finished third in 1967 
teammate to winner A. J. Foyt. Leonard ran 
with the NASCAR modifieds on the West 
Coast and captured the 1963 Pacific Coast 
title. He won 1964 Rookie of the Year hon­
ors in the USAC stock division.

Robert Milo Lithgow began his career of 
speed in his hometown of Peoria. He is one 
of the Micro-midget drivers that found their 
way to the big time and the USAC Midget 
Division. The racing in the Lithgow family 
is a full time hobby. The entire family fol­
lows Bob's racing career and his father is 
one of his most ardent rooters. He works 
alongside Bob whenever possible. The United 
Racing Association was one of Bob's step­
ping stones to the USAC division and now 
he is a regular with USAC. A very quiet 
fellow. Bob is inconspicuous in the pits and 
is a very hard worker according to his co­
horts. A year ago Bob purchased a new Ed­
monds midget and is driving this car in the 
Grand Prix. Several years ago he was 
iously injured on a '/« mile dirt track at 
Springfield, Illinois, a track that the Astro­
dome track was patterned after. He 
laid up for six months before returning to 
his favorite pastime. His favorite type track 
is dirt with midget.

:!

was

ser- top quality driver, he adapted to driving 
with one arm and a hook type arrangement 
and to prove his worth, he won his first mid­
get race following the accident. Popular 
with all the fans Jimmy sees no reason for 
not going to the top of his profession. He 

"Just because a one-armed driver

was

as a

says,
hasn't before is no reason I can't. All it 
takes is desire." He was quite successful this 
past winter while driving the midgots in Aus­
tralia.

JIMMY
McELREATH
No. 85

MIKE
McGREEVY 
No. 2
Hayward, Calif.

JIM MALLOY 
No. 64

Arlington, Texas
Denver, Colo.

40 43
33

Feb. 18. 1927 
5' 10" - 195 
Shirley 
Vicky 20 
Shirley Ann 16 
James Irvin 14

h Jan. 3. 1926 
5' I" - 125 
Leslie 
Rene 19 
Desiree 13 
Michelle 10

May 23, 1935 
Mary

James, Cheryl, 
Patrick

•I

Jim is a 13-year driver on the nation's 
speedways. He started in 1955 at Lakeside 
Speedway in Denver, Colorado. He has 
driven midgets, sprints, super modifieds and 
championship cars. His brother, Jerry, is a 
car builder and was Jim's mechanic on the 
super modifieds that he drove. He has com­
peted in both Canadian and U. S. racing, 
successful in both. He passed his driver's 
test and started 14th at Indianapolis last 
May. He was eliminated by mechanical 
problems. He completed the 1968 Cham­
pionship Division competition in 10th place. 
After graduating from high school he attend­
ed the Colorado State University for two 
years. In high school Jim was quite an out­
standing athlete as he lettered in football, 
basketball, and baseball. During his "learn­
ing years" Jim competed with the Colorado 
Automobile Racing Club. He drove ten 
years before joining USAC. His comments 
on his first USAC races, "Great". Hobbies 
are popular with Jim. He likes football, bas­
ketball, bowling, baseball, and racing. He 
also enjoys flying radio controlled airplanes. 
In the Grand Prix Jim is driving for Harry 
Conklin from Englewood, Colorado.

A seven year veteran of the Indianapolis 
"500" Jim is one of four Texans, all Indian­
apolis veterans, entered in the Astro Grand 
Prix. He started his career in 1945 at Dallas, 
Texas, driving stock cars. He then worked 
his way through the ranks, midgets, sprints, 
and championship cars. He qualified for his 
first "500" in 1962, drove an outstanding 
race passing the veterans like he had been 
born on the track and finished sixth to earn 
"Rookie of the Year" honors. He has won 
four National Championship races, finished 
three complete "500" mile events with two 
sixths and a third place. Highly regarded 
by his co-horts as a potential winner in any 
race in which he competes. It was during 
his growing success in the sprint cars with 
IMCA in I960 that he was first offered a 
ride in the USAC Championship cars. He 
drove the famed Hoosier Hundred and plac­
ed third among the toughest drivers USAC 
had to offer. Very successful in the cham­
pionship cars Jim is a highly regarded test 
driver. Jim's family is quite active with him 
in his racing and are on hand for every race 
that they can possibly attend.

A regular in the USAC midget division, 
most of Mike's racing is limited to the small 
powerful cars. Starting in 1947 Mike has 
been campaigning the midgets for 20 years. 
He won the 1956 and 1957 Bay City Racing 
Association title. Moving to the USAC ranks 
he fulfilled a lifetime ambition by winning 
the 1965 midget title and repeated the feat 
in 1966. In 1967 he chased Mel Kenyon to 
the title and in doing so won six races, fin­
ished second six times, third 8 times, fourth 
8 times, and fifth 6 times. In 1968 he finish­
ed second in the midget standings winning 
four features. Mike is a favorite of fans 
throughout the nation, he has a winning smile 
and is a stranger to no one. Midget racing 
is his real favorite and he does prefer the 
asphalt tracks over the dirt type which the 
Astro Grand Prix is being ran on. In addition 
to the midgets, Mike was a champion sprint 
car driver on the West Coast for two years 
prior to running under the USAC banner. 
Mike eats, sleeps and lives midget auto rac­
ing. His favorite pastime is sight-seeing and 
fishing, both which he gets an opportunity 
to do during his travels around the country.
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